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TOWN IS ‘INVADED’ BY 
HUNDREDS OF ELVES! 



On your marks for Boxing Day fun 


FOLLOWING the success of 
their Christmas celebration and 
the opening of Santa’s grotto in 
the YMCA John Street, 

Porthcawl Lions are not resting, 
but are busy preparing for one of 
the town’s traditional events - the 
annual Boxing Day Fun Run 
which this year is supporting Ty 
Hafan children’s hospice. 

The event is open to everyone, from 


serious runners to walkers - and even 
those in prams or on four legs (and 
leads!). 

The run is over 38 furlongs (4.75 miles) 
starting and finishing at the Hi-Tide, 
Mackworth Road. Registration is in 
advance on the web-site ( www.porth.cawl- 
lions.org.uk ) or from 10am on the day. 

The entry fee is £5 for adults and £1 for 
juniors and every participant receives a 
medal. The winner of each category 
receives a plaque. 

The route this year is from the Hi-Tide, 


to The Rest car park, round the car park 
and back following the same route. This 
new route has been planned to avoid hav¬ 
ing to cross any roads, but will mean some 
runners on the “yellow brick road” for 
short spells between 11am and noon. 

Porthcawl Lions will have plenty of 
marshals out and there will be warning 
signs along the route, but members are 
asking for the consideration and co-opera¬ 
tion of those out walking; just be aware of 
the runners and perhaps even cheer them 
on! JC 


Hail causes spate of crashes on the M4 


POLICE are warning 
motorists, after there was 
a spate of crashes on the 
M4 during a hailstorm. 

In just one hour ; from 
11.15pm on Tuesday, 
December 13, there were 10 


crashes between Coryton (jet 
32) and Pencoed (jet 35). 

Roads Policing Inspector 
Jason Stroud said: 
“Thankfully, only a handful of 
people involved in the incidents 
on the M4 sustained minor 
injuries, but it is important that 


drivers and cyclists remain vig¬ 
ilant to prevent anything seri¬ 
ous occurring. 

“It can take twice as long to 
stop your vehicle in rain and 
icy conditions, so motorists 
should maintain a safe distance 
from the vehicle ahead and 


ensure they are using their 
lights. ” 

He added: “To prevent 
skids, motorists should drive 
slowly and carefully, especially 
on bends. When you need to 
stop or slow, do not brake hard 
to prevent locking the wheels. ” 


Swim swells PTA 
funds by £1,180 

THE Bryntirion Comprehensive School 
PTA Sponsored Swim raised a tremen¬ 
dous £1,180. 

All money raised will be used by the PTA on proj¬ 
ects to benefit the students at the school. 

The ‘winning team’ members were Chloe Webb, 
Jack Evans, Megan Browning, Melanie Williams 
and Ashley Lewis who between them swam a total 
of 162 lengths in 30 minutes. 

The pupil who raised the most sponsorship 
money(£50) was Rhys Lowe of year-10. 

All winners received a WH Smith voucher as their 
prize. A total of 18 teams of students and a team of 
teachers took part and it was very well supported by 
parents, grandparents, family and friends cheering 
them on at the school swimming pool. 

A special thank you to the three lifeguards - Miss 
Rachel Dauncey, Mrs Owen and Mr C Jones. 
Without their help, the event could not take place. 

The most recent project that was funded by the 
PTA was the setting up of the school radio station, 
the first of its kind in the borough. 

Anyone interested in helping or joining the PTA, 
can contact the school on 01656 641100. The PTA 
have meetings in the school office on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 6.30pm, during the school 
year. AT 
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Catchment 
compromise 
at Broadlands 
and Laleston 

THE catchment area for the with the community on this. We have 


borough’s largest primary 
school is to change to help ease 
pressure for pupil places. 

As Maes yr Haul Primary in 
Broadlands can no longer meet the 
demand for places, from September 
2013 parts of the estate will come 
under the catchment area of nearby 
Trelales Primary in Laleston. 

The decision by BCBC cabinet 
members comes after several consul¬ 
tation phases to test opinion among 
the two schools’ communities. 

A spokesperson said concerns had 
been expressed that some of the earli¬ 
er proposals would result in pupils 
living very close to Maes yr Haul 
coming under Trelales’ catchment 
area - as well as worries about the 
prospect of siblings attending differ¬ 
ent schools. 

“A compromise has been agreed by 
the cabinet so that only the section of 
Broadlands closest to Trelales 
Primary will move into its catchment 
area.” 

Cabinet members heard that the 
area in question was traditionally part 
of the Trelales Primary School catch¬ 
ment area prior to the development of 
Broadlands, and 26 children living in 
the affected area already attend 
Trelales by parental choice. 

The decision also means no child 
will be required to move schools, and 
special transitional arrangements will 
be put in place to minimise the risk of 
siblings being split up. 

Coun Alana Davies, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for children and young people, 
said: “We have consulted very widely 


listened to concerns and I feel we 
have reached a very positive compro¬ 
mise. 

“I do understand there were sec¬ 
tions of the community who felt we 
should stick with the status quo, and 
simply go on accepting applications 
for Maes yr Haul through our usual 
admissions procedures. However, this 
created a great deal of uncertainty for 
parents and carers. 

“We think that having clear and 
logical catchment boundaries will 
relieve the concerns and pressures for 
schools and parents.” 

Coun Davies added: “We are mind¬ 
ful that there will be some children 
attending Maes yr Haul who will fall 
under a new catchment, but there will 
be no need to change schools and 
special arrangements will apply to 
their siblings when the allocation of 
places is determined. 

“We are prepared to change the 
council’s admissions policy to ensure 
this.” 

Agreeing the changes, the cabinet 
also approved in principle the con¬ 
struction of a safe walking route to 
Trelales from Broadlands, via Gypsy 
Lane, to allow children to travel safe¬ 
ly to school. This is subject to agree¬ 
ments with landowners and gaining 
planning permission. 

Laleston Community Council has 
pledged £30,000 to the path’s con¬ 
struction costs and approaches have 
been made by BCBC to housing 
developers to determine whether they 
would wish to make a contribution to 
the construction work. 
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HEODORE 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 




*■ 


Specialists in Oak Fireplace Beams 
for your installation - also Slate 
Hearths cut to size from 6’- 2’ 

01656 648936 


% 


Bridgend Industrial Estate (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 

www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 


Christmas Opening Hours... dosed Friday 23rd December, 
reopening Monday 2nd January. 

Compliments of the season to everyone! 
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Fly-tippers targeted 
in new £25million 
tourism scheme for 
the Bridgend Valleys 


A NEW drive tackling 
fly-tipping in the Bridgend 
Valleys is being launched 
this week with Bridgend 
County Borough Council - 
as part of a wider £25mil- 
lion project to develop the 
tourism potential of The 
Valleys. 

A spokesman explained: “The 
multi-agency ‘Total Focus Week’ 
campaign will target fly-tippers in 
the Bridgend Valleys (including 
Llynfi Valley, Ogmore Valley and 
Garw Valley) bringing together 
partner agencies to tackle the 
problem. 

“Latest figures show that 
41,750 cases were recorded across 
Wales (April 1 2010 - end of 
March 2011) costing Welsh tax¬ 
payers more than £2.2million to 
clean up,” she said. 

“The campaign is part of the 
Valleys Regional Park Programme, 
which has secured funding to tack¬ 
le fly-tipping from the European 
Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) through the Welsh 
Government as part of a wider 
tourism development programme. 

“Through the project, Fly-tip¬ 
ping Action Wales is working with 
nine local authorities to help make 
The Valleys a cleaner and greener 
place for visitors to enjoy and for 
local people to live and work.” 

Fly-tipping Action Wales will 
work with Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) and 
other partner agencies, including 
Keep Wales Tidy, Sustrans and 
Valleys to Coast Housing (V2C) 
on a series of activities. 

This is the seventh Total Focus 
Week carried out across the 


Valleys since early summer this 
year. Previous campaigns have 
taken place with success in 
Carmarthen and Neath Port Talbot. 

During the week, representa¬ 
tives from the partner agencies 
will carry out a variety of activities 
that will help to reduce fly-tipping 
in the Bridgend Valleys. 

Information will be given to 
residents about getting rid of waste 
to comply with their duty of care 
in communities, including 
Oakwood Estate in Maesteg. 

Partners will also visit the 
Jewson’s store in Kingsway on 
Bridgend Industrial Estate to talk 
with sole traders and builders 
about the importance of being reg¬ 
istered as a waste carrier and dis¬ 
posing of waste safely, legally and 
responsibly. 

Community skip days and litter 
picks in the area will complete the 
week’s events. 

Norma Greene, project officer 
for Fly-tipping Action Wales in 
The Valleys Regional Park, said: 
“More than £25million is being 
injected into The Valleys to help 
maximise the area’s potential and 
we cannot sit back and let fly-tip¬ 
pers blight our communities and 
beautiful landscapes. 

“We all have a responsibility to 
get rid of waste legally, safely and 
responsibly from our homes or 
businesses, and with Christmas 
round the comer, we’re expecting 
more waste than ever to be 
fly-tipped. If you’re cleaning out 
your home, make sure you use a 
registered waste carrier and always 
ask where your waste is going.” 

Coun Phil White, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for communities at BCBC1, 
said: “With the council providing 
kerbside recycling and landfill 


waste collection, a free bulky 
household waste service and four 
local recycling centres, there is no 
excuse for fly-tipping in Bridgend 
county borough. 

“I wholeheartedly support the 
Total Focus campaign and hope 
that local people show their sup¬ 
port as we try to create a cleaner, 
greener place to live, work and 
visit.” 

Brian Jones, Tidy Towns project 
officer for Bridgend at Keep Wales 
Tidy, said: “At Keep Wales Tidy, 
we aim to raise awareness of the 
problems caused by illegal fly-tip- 
ping and I hope that Total Focus 
Week will encourage more people 
to take better care of their sur¬ 
roundings. 

“I would like to thank all parties 
involved, as well as the volunteers 
who will take part in the week’s 
events.” 

Clive Thomas, Valleys to 
Coast’s estates team leader, said: 

“It is important to respect the envi¬ 
ronment and the communities in 
which we live, and V2C aims to 
raise awareness among residents to 
recycle as much as possible and to 
dispose of non-recycling waste in 
the appropriate manner. 

“We do this by working in part¬ 
nership with the Local Authority 
and with tenants and residents 
groups to promote the disposal of 
waste safely and legally. 

“Additionally, our community 
caretakers work with residents, 
supporting them and signposting 
them to facilities such as the local 
authority’s bulky waste disposal 
sites. 

“As a result, we are seeing a 
dramatic reduction in fly-tipping 
in our communities.” 


LINE PRIORITY 
WELCOMED 
BY OGMORE AM 


Bridgend store 
customers give 
help to 4,000 
in need of food 


OGMORE AM 
Janice Gregory has 
welcomed the publi¬ 
cation of the Welsh 
Government’s deci¬ 
sions on the priori¬ 
tisation of the 
National Transport 
Plan. 

Priorities include 
plans to introduce half- 
hourly services on the 
Maesteg line among 
projects in the period up 
to 2015. 

She commented: “I 
am delighted that Carl 
Sargeant AM, the 
Minister for Local 
Government and 

Communities, has lis¬ 
tened to our arguments 
in favour of introducing 
the half-hourly Maesteg 
line service as a priority. 

“This is more impor¬ 
tant than ever in difficult 
economic times and I 
know the announcement 
will be a real boost to the 
whole of the Llynfi 
Valley.” 

The statement also 
emphasises the Welsh 
Government’s continued 


commitment to safe 
walking and cycling 
routes and using 
improved transport links 
as a way of tackling 
poverty. 

Introducing the priori¬ 
tisation, Carl Sargeant 
stated: “We are realistic 
about what we can 
achieve and we are put¬ 
ting our resources where 
they will make the most 
difference to people’s 
lives. 

“Our focus is on 
improving mobility and 
connectivity so that peo¬ 
ple can access the things 
they need, such as jobs, 
health care, education, 
child care, friends and 
family.” 

Janice Gregory com¬ 
mented: “This shows 
that a committed, practi¬ 
cally-minded Labour 
Welsh Government is 
making the most of 
stretched resources, to 
make a real difference to 
the lives of people in 
Ogmore and across the 
whole of Wales.” 


AN innovative food 
donation drive at 
Sainsbury’s 
Bridgend saw cus¬ 
tomers donate 
enough food to pro¬ 
vide 4,000 meals to 
people suffering 
from food poverty. 

Sainsbury’s and its 
charity partner 
FareShare teamed up to 
hold the first ever food 
donation drive at the 
store. 

A spokesperson said 
the aim of the national 
project was to collect 
enough food to provide 
one million meals to 
700 UK charities that 
FareShare provides 
food to on a daily basis: 

“Thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of customers at 
Sainsbury’s Bridgend a 
massive 1.2 million 
meals were donated 
nationally - enough 
food to feed a sold-out 
Olympic stadium 15 


times. 

Sainsbury’s retail and 
logistics director, Roger 
Burnley, said: 
“Customers at 
Sainsbury’s Bridgend 
made a fantastic contri¬ 
bution to the ‘1 Million 
Meal Appeal’, helping 
us to generate a magnif¬ 
icent 1.2 million meals 
in total. 

“Many of the UK’s 
most vulnerable people 
will now benefit from 
quality, nutritious meals 
provided by FareShare 
this Christmas. 

“With more than 40 
per cent of food dona¬ 
tion charities struggling 
to meet demand, it is 
more important than 
ever that we do all we 
can to support causes 
such as this; and we ’re 
really looking forward 
to developing our part¬ 
nership with FareShare, 
following the success of 
this appeal.” 



First Minister visits 
Bridgend Remploy 


CARWYN JONES 


AM Minister was shown around the 


high quality products made by 


attended an open day at 
Bridgend Remploy, cele¬ 
brating International Day 
of Disabled People. 

During his visit, the First 


factory and was able to see the 
range of products produced by 
disabled people working at 
Bridgend Remploy. 

He said: “I am always 
impressed by the innovative and 


workers at Bridgend Remploy. 

“It is important that meaning¬ 
ful employment opportunities 
like this continue to be made 
available to disabled people” 


Age Concern 
offers free 
thermometers 

BRIDGEND’S over-60s can get a free ther¬ 
mometer to make sure their homes are warm 
enough this winter. The ‘Spread the Warmth’ 
campaign from Age Cymru has produced the 
thermometers with Wales & West Utilities to help 
older people stay in good health over the winter. 

Age Cymru’s Joanne Bass said: “Olderpeople 
need to look after their health during the winter 
months. Exposure to cold temperatures can lead 
to older people suffering from hypothermia and 
increase the risk of a stroke, heart attack or res¬ 
piratory illnesses. 

“This is why it is so important that older peo¬ 
ple are able to monitor the temperature in their 
homes and keep it between the safe range of 65 
and 70 degrees Farenheit, which is 18 to 21 
degrees Celsius.” 

The thermometer cards are available from Age 
Cymru Porthcawl, at 37 John Street, Porthcawl, 
CF36 3AP, or telephone: (01656) 782372. 

Stocks of the thermometers are limited. 


SEARCH IS ON FOR 
SCIENTISTS AND 
RESEARCHERS 

MADELEINE MOON MP is looking for 
early-stage or early-career research scien¬ 
tists, engineers and technologists living in 
the Bridgend constituency to enter the ‘Set 
for Britain’ competition. 

The annual SET for Britain competition is designed 
to encourage, support and promote Britain’s early- 
stage and early-career research scientists, engineers 
and technologists who are the ‘engine-room’ of contin¬ 
ued progress in, and development of UK research and 
R&D. 

Entrants are asked to design a poster reflecting one 
of three areas; engineering, biological and biomedical 
science and physical sciences (chemistry and physics). 

Following an initial selection by judges, posters will 
be judged during an exhibition in the House of 
Commons on March 12, 2012. 

Mrs Moon said: “I would like to encourage anyone 
living in the Bridgend constituency who may be eligi¬ 
ble, to consider entering the competition. 

“If you are the parent of a student returning home 
for Christmas who is studying or working in the field 
of science, engineering or technology, please pass the 
details of the competition on.” 

“The competition aims to celebrate researchers who 
are a vital asset, an investment for the UK and essen¬ 
tial to economic growth. It is a great opportunity for 
people in these sectors to receive recognition for their 
valuable work.” 

More information about the competition and exhibi¬ 
tion including the application form can be found on the 
SET for Britain website at www.setforbritain.org.uk. 


CADETS’ THANK 
YOU TO GEM... 

1 WOULD like to extend the thanks of 
the Officer Commanding, staff, cadets 
and Civilian Committee for the fan¬ 
tastic support you have given us during 
2011. 

The cadets enjoy seeing themselves in the news¬ 
paper and it also highlights what the ATC can give 
to the youth of today. Thank you for your support. 

Lindsay Thomas, 

Secretary, 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Sqn Civilian 
Committee 


...and Legion also says 
thank you for support 


T hank you 
most sincere¬ 
ly for your 
£150 contribution 
to the Poppy 
Appeal. The Appeal 
is the major single 
source of revenue 
for the Royal 
British Legion’s 
Benevolent Fund. 

Each year, more peo¬ 
ple come to the Legion 
for help and the cost of 
that help is continually 
increasing. 

Daily we see and read 
of young Servicemen 
and women employed in 
peacekeeping duties in 


many parts of the world, 
often in considerable 
danger, and this means 
that there will always be 
a need to provide help 
for them and their 
dependants, when they 
themselves no longer 
can. 

That is why it is so 
important that the 
Legion can continue 
with its vital work. 

Thank you on behalf 
of those who will now 
benefit from your sup¬ 
port. 

Nick Buckley, 

(Head of Poppy 
Appeal) 

Royal British Legion 
Village, Aylesford 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 22) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

15 Thur 

09.08 

9.5 

21.31 

9.1 

16 Fri 

09.50 

9.3 

22.16 

8.9 

17 Sat 

10.38 

9.0 

23.09 

8.6 

18 Sun 

11.33 

8.8 



19 Mon 

00.09 

8.4 

12.39 

8.6 

20 Tues 

01.22 

8.3 

13.52 

8.6 

21 Wed 

02.36 

8.5 

15.03 

8.9 

22 Thur 

03.41 

9.0 

16.11 

9.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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CHOIR STARS IN TWO 
PRESTIGIOUS VENUES 


THE Kenfig Hill Male Choir 
recently recently made their 
bi-annual visit to Selby Abbey 
in Yorkshire. 

Three full coaches took the choir 
and their faithful supporters north for 
what was to be a memorable concert. 

The Abbey was full for the occasion 
and the choir, celebrating their 40th 
anniversary, gave their more than 
usual outstanding and rousing per¬ 
formance to a very appreciative audi¬ 
ence. 

Musical director Phillip Juliff was 
assisted by accompanists Andrew 
Chinnock and Beryl Evans, while 
compere Tony Mullins ensured that 
there was a smooth passage through a 
very entertaining programme of song 
and piano recital. 

This was interrupted by Tony to 
introduce Don Daniel for an accolade 
from choir and audience for 40 years 
service as a chorister. Don is a founder 
member and the secretary of the choir. 

Returning to the concert, as well as 
the harmonious singing of the choir, 
Andrew Chinnock gave an individual 
recital on the piano, as well as a dual 
performance on the keys with Phillip 
Juliff. 

Not to be outdone, compere Tony 
Mullins gave a shirt sleeve perform¬ 
ance of ‘If I was a rich man’ from 
Fiddler on the Roof. 

Yes, the choir really ‘Raised the 
roof at Selby Abbey’ and were well 
applauded for their performance by an 
appreciative and capacity audience. 

Selby Abbey was the first 
monastery to be founded in the north 
of England after the Norman 
Conquest. In about 1070, William the 
Conqueror gave the monk Benedict a 
charter granting him land at Selby on 
which to build the first abbey. 

Today, the abbey church is now the 
parish church and is one of the few to 


survive the Reformation. 

It is a magnificent edifice and 
makes one think about our own local 
abbeys at Neath and Margam, which 
are now in ruins, and one wonders 
how splendid, majestic and glorious 
these buildings would be today if they 
had not been allowed to fall into 
decay. 

STADIUM 

PERFORMANCE: 

KENFIG Hill Male Voice Choir 
was invited to take part in ‘raising 
the roof at the Millennium 
Stadium’ for the Wales verses 
Wallabies international game in 
Cardiff on December 3. 

The choir took part with nearly 
1,800 choristers in a magnificent mass 
choral performance, to lead the 
world-renowned Welsh singing at the 
game. 

After the event, the choir received 
written accolades from Alex Luff (on 
behalf of the Welsh Rugby Union, 
together with an invitation to partici¬ 
pate in future events) and Haydn 
James, the WRU musical director and 
conductor/co-ordinator of the massed 
choirs with Major Dennis Burton of 
the Regimental Band of The Royal 
Welsh. 

As a warm-up to their involvement 
in the international, the choir took 
part in a concert at the Wales 
Millennium Centre on the previous 
night. This concert was held to offi¬ 
cially launch the Diverse Cymru 
Charity. 

An amalgamation of two existing 
charities, Cardiff and the Vale 
Disability Group and AWETU, the 
new charity will cover all of Wales for 
the disabled. Again, the choir received 
a warm vote of thanks from Keith 
Dewhurst, the trustee director of the 
charity. 



Report and photographs 

by KEITH E MORGAN 
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The Bridgend Railway Station 
scoops top international award 


BRIDGEND 
Railway Station has 
won the 

4 Inter national 
Medium Sized 
Station of the Year’ 
and ‘Best Overall 
Customer Service - 
Going the Extra 
Mile’ at the 
International 
Station Awards in 
Cork, Ireland. 

The Arriva Trains 
Wales station went up 
against entries from nine 
other train operating 
companies across the 
United Kingdon and 
Ireland. 

The judges marked 
each station based on 
criteria including 

appearance, facilities, 
transport links and cus¬ 
tomer focus. Stations 
had to be well main¬ 
tained and presented for 
the future. Most impor¬ 


tantly, they wanted to 
see evidence of staff 
commitment and pride 
in their service to pas¬ 
sengers. 

Stewart Keay, the sta¬ 
tion manager at 
Bridgend, said; “The 
staff at Bridgend take a 
lot of pride in the service 
they provide to all our 
customers. Stations are 
the ‘shop window’ of the 
railway, and therefore it 
is very important that we 
get it right for everyone 
who uses them, from the 
minute they arrive. 

“People depend on us 
to ensure that they have 
all the right information 
about their journeys, and 
are able to get the right 
tickets at the right price. 

“The staff pride them¬ 
selves on making sure 
the station is presented 
to a good standard, and 
that they are always on 
hand to provide any 
information or assis¬ 


tance they can.” 

How safe and secure 
people feel when using 
railway stations and 
services can help 
encourage people to use 
them. British Transport 
Police play a role in this. 

Sergeant Steve 
Dawkins, officer in 
charge at BTP Swansea, 
which covers Bridgend 
railway station, said: 
“Our Neighbourhood 
Policing Team pays reg¬ 
ular visits to Bridgend 
station, linking in close¬ 
ly with members of staff 
to address any issues 
they may have. 

“We have also con¬ 
ducted extra patrols in 
the area - particularly 
during major events 
such as rugby interna¬ 
tionals and big football 
matches - and the hard 
work and dedication of 
our PCSOs has played 
its part in Bridgend win¬ 
ning this award. 



Sam Russel, customer service manager, London 
Overground (judge), Alex Payne (customer serv¬ 
ice advisor, Bridgend), Stewart Keay (station 
manager, Bridgend), Karen Childs (customer 
service advisor, Bridgend), Paul Thomas (cus¬ 
tomer service advisor, Bridgend), Sinead Scully 
(customer services, Irish Railways) 


Library closed 

Aberkenfig Library is closed for “essential 
maintenance works” until January 3, 2012. 

A mobile library service will be available in 
the vicinity of the library on Monday 
December 19, from 10am - 12pm. 


Cefn Cribwr signal junction 


THIS disused signal 
box, or junction as it 
is also known, was 
built in 1898. It 
stands in a lonely 
location down an 
eerie lane, with only 
the wildlife to keep it 
company. 

In 1825, prior to the 
steam railway being 
built, a horse-drawn 
tramroad was construct¬ 
ed to carry coal and iron 
from Maesteg to the new 
Porthcawl Dockyard. 

A gentleman called 
Walter Curl was working 
on the lever in the down¬ 
stairs area of the build¬ 
ing one night, when he 
slipped off a ladder 
knocking his head on the 
fireguard a few feet 
below, tragically break¬ 
ing his neck. 

His ghost is reported 
to haunt the signal junc¬ 
tion during the middle of 
the night, when the wind 
will mysteriously howl 
and the windows rattle 
as if the spirit of this 
man is trying to get in. 

If these eerie actions 
are from Walter Curl, 
why would he want to 
return to a place where 
he met his end? 

On a cold and dark 
evening in February, the 
Porthcawl paranormal 
team (Tracey Walmsley 
and I) were invited to 
investigate the signal 
junction. 

The darkness 
engulfed us with antici¬ 
pation as the visual 
memorabilia outside as 
well as in was a 
reminder of the build¬ 
ing’s active past. 

The spooky lane lead¬ 
ing to our destination 
was littered with the odd 
railway truck in the 
verges of its secluded 
surroundings, and rail 
sleepers could also be 
vividly seen hiding as if 
redundant. 

The signal junction 
itself seemed isolated in 
the darkness, and we 
were eager to start the 
investigation. We were 
eternally grateful to 
Keith Morgan, who 
drove us to this location, 
and to John Mason and 


his wife, Carol, who 
made us feel welcome. 

Our baseline test 
revealed some unex¬ 
plained hotspots, which 
particularly occurred 
around the now aban¬ 
doned levers. 

The presence of a 
lady was briefly felt 
around the milk chum 
within that area, but she 
seemed to have connec¬ 
tions with a now demol¬ 
ished property. Could 
this lady be the wife of a 
signalman from its days 
of another era? 

The sensation of an 
angry man was also felt. 
He seemed to be in a 
rage with someone from 
his time, and the name 
Charles became relevant 
all of a sudden. 

Could this angry man 
be connected to a heated 
exchange between two 
men from two different 


signal junctions from 
yesteryear, or just anoth¬ 
er restless soul unhappy 
with our presence? 

Our equipment batter¬ 
ies seemed to drain peri¬ 
odically for no apparent 
reason, only to recharge 
in an instant. Could the 
ghostly beings that 
seemingly haunt the sig¬ 
nal junction be trying to 
tell us to leave their 
workplace, unhappy that 
we were encroaching on 
their territory? 

Our investigation was 
an adventure of nostal¬ 
gia, and although we did 
not find any concrete 
evidence of spiritual 
activity, we felt satisfied 
that our visit was memo¬ 
rable for such an inter¬ 
esting location. 

Fact or fiction? It’s up 
to you to decide... 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS 


MP invites local 
groups to help 
mark First World 
War centenary 

BRIDGEND MP Madeleine Moon is inviting 
local groups to apply for funds through the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, to help mark the First 
World War centenary in 2014 and honour those 
who gave their lives. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund has launched a leaflet 
which gives detail of how to apply for funds that 
would support activities that mark not only the out¬ 
break of war but the many centenaries of the First 
World War that will fall after 2014 including the 
Battle of the Somme, the Gallipoli campaign, the 
changing role of women and the Armistice. 

More information about how to apply for funds 
and for examples of projects can be found at 
http://www.hlf.org.uk/news/Pages/Rememberingth 
eFirstWorldWar.aspx or telephone 020 7591 
6042/6044; Textphone 020 7591 6255; email 
enquire @hlf. org. uk 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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SANDVILLE 
WELCOME 
FOR SANTA! 


Report and photographs by KEITH E MORGAN. 


FATHER Christmas has been 
visiting the Sandville Self 
Help Centre at Ton Kenfig 
every year for some time now, 
and spends time there in his 
very colourful grotto, listening 
to the requests and aspira¬ 
tions of the children. 


For the last 17 years, Tony 
Leyshon has been setting up 
and decorating the grotto at 
Sandville. 

Each year he excells him¬ 
self, and this year was no 
exception. 



Father Christmas, with some of the early 
visiting children who wanted to be first in 
the queue before Santa ran out of gifts. Left 
to right: Jodie; Harvey; Thomas and Abbie. 


‘Small enterprises’ 
have a vital role’ 

- says First Minister 


CARWYN JONES AM spoke 
to delegates at the BAVO AGM 
earlier this month about the 
third sector and social enter¬ 
prise - and the role they play 
in supporting communities 
and the economy. 

He highlighted both the valuable 
contributions that social enterprise can 
make and the challenges faced in seek¬ 
ing to be successful and sustainable, 
while continuing to meet social objec¬ 
tives. 

The First Minister said: “There is a 
continuing important role for small 
enterprises within their local commu¬ 
nities. 

“Social enterprise can make a vital 
contribution in providing employment 
for traditionally excluded and margin¬ 
alised groups of people. 

“It is important to support ‘bottom- 
up’ community development with all 
associated benefits of community 
empowerment and self-confidence, 



Carwyn Jones at the BAVO AGM. 
retaining community control and com¬ 
munity ownership of solutions to local 
problems, and developing community 
based skills.” 

Heidi Bennett, the director of 
BAVO, said: “BAVO would like to 
thank Carwyn Jones for attending our 
AGM. Carwyn is such a pro-active 
supporter of the third sector, not only 
in the Bridgend county, but for all of 
Wales.” 



Tony Leyshon opening the grotto at the 
Sandville Self Help Centre with a very warm 
welcome for Father Christmas, accompanied 
by Sister Gwyneth Poacher, MBE. 



Mrs Kelly Phillips having a sneak 
audience before Christmas Eve! 


Choir will bring 
Parry oratorio 
to Porthcawl 


ON Saturday (December 17) at All 
Saints’ Church in Porthcawl, the 
result of more than 12 months 
painstaking research and recon¬ 
struction will be brought dramati¬ 
cally to life, when the Bridgend- 
based Cor Bro Ogwr, one of 
Wales’ largest mixed choirs, 
together with the Welsh Session 
Orchestra, perform the oratorio 
Emmanuel by Joseph Parry. 

Edward-Rhys Harry, a composer 
and conductor with a fast-emerging 
profile across the UK, who will con¬ 
duct the 1000 Voices Massed Choir 
Festival at the Royal Albert Hall next 
October, reconstructed the musical 
score from a single copy discovered in 
the vaults of the National Library in 
Aberystwyth. 

The copy was the only surviving 
score in Parry’s own writing, follow¬ 
ing the near destruction of the stock of 
music owned by publisher DJ Snell 
and Sons in the blitz in Swansea dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

Emmanuel was first performed 
when the National Eisteddfod of 
Wales visited Merthyr Tydfil in 1879 - 


conducted by Joseph Parry himself. 

So many people wanted tickets for 
the premiere, that the organisers were 
forced to run several evenings of per¬ 
formances of the work throughout the 
Eisteddfod week. 

The oratorio was popular beyond its 
Merthyr beginnings, with sell-out per¬ 
formances throughout 1880 in London 
(performed by the London Welsh 
Choir) and across Wales. 

Cor Bro Ogwr, whose president is 
First Minister Carwyn Jones AM, was 
formed out of the Eisteddfod Choir 
from its visit to Bridgend in 1998, by 
Alun John. 

“It has been a long time since this 
music was heard” said Edward-Rhys 
Harry, “and I know that Cor Bro Ogwr 
is very pleased and excited to be 
bringing it back to life. 

“I think it’s hugely important to pre¬ 
serve the musical traditions of Wales, 
and I’ve been concerned for a while 
that new Welsh choral music may be 
on the decline. 

“This is one way in which we can 
be reminded that Wales’ choral tradi¬ 
tion is something to be proud of, as we 
look to the future as a nation.” JB 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Draw winners 

WINNERS of the Christmas 100 
Club draw at St Mary Hill Church 
were: Mrs Pam Salmon, Mrs B 
Barrat, Mrs B Lewis, Jack Hall, 

Mrs M Lloyd, Mrs C Bevan. The 
next draw will take place in March 
2012. 

Carols 

ST MARY HILL Church 
Christmas celebration will begin 
on December 19 at 11.15am, with a 
carol service, followed by refresh¬ 
ments. 

Holy Eucharist will take place at 
St Mary’s on Christmas morning at 
11am. 

Everyone will be welcome at the 
carol service at St Canna’s on 
December 18 at 4pm. As in previous 
years, sherry and mince pies will be 
served. 

Christmas Day; Holy Eucharist at 
10am. 

Nativity service 

ST CRALLO’S Church, 
Coychurch, on Saturday, 

December 24 ‘Tea towels and tin¬ 
sel’ Nativity service for all the fam¬ 
ily at 4pm. 

Midnight mass at 11.30pm; 
Christmas Day at 9am, informal 
Eucharist. 

St Crallo’s Church choir invites 
you to join in carol singing around 
Coychurch on December 19 and 
December 21. 

Please meet at St Crallo’s 6.30pm. 


On December 20, carol singing 
will take place at the bank area of 
Bridgend Industrial estate at 
12.30pm; the collection will be 
donated to Bridgend Samaritans. 

Saron Chapel 

THIS year’s carol service was truly 
outstanding, with Saron having to 
accommodate many parents and 
their children on the upper floor of 
the chapel. 

Children from the age of three 
years took part in the entertainment. 

Following the service, children 
and parents made their way to Treoes 
community hall to indulge in party 
goodies! 

A big thank you to the friends of 
Saron, and congratulations to the hall 
committee for turning the hall into a 
winter wonderland. 

Young at Heart Club 

CLUB members travelled to 
Porthcawl on December 8 for their 
annual Christmas lunch at the 
Atlantic Hotel. 

A vote of thanks was given by by 
club secretary Anne Ellis to Arthur 
and Jean Thomas, who are the origi¬ 
nal chairmen of the club. 

A big thank you goes to Anne 
Ellis, who arranges the club trips. 

Last, but not least, a big thank you 
to John Ellis, Dave Adams and their 
helpers who, week after week, get 
the table and chairs ready for club 
meetings. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


FRIENDS of the 
Heritage Coast held 
their Christmas event at 
the Heritage Centre on 
December 4 - which was 
well attended on a cold 
afternoon. 

The log fire was very 
welcoming, together 
with the mulled wine and 
mince pies and a super 
type quiz organised by 
the Rangers and present¬ 
ed by Paul was most 
interesting, with some 
superb pictures of our 
coast. 

In place of the usual 
AIL raffles, there was a 
prize draw on the after¬ 
noon with some very 
nice prizes, including a 
bird nesting box and a 
hand-carved walking 
stick. 

During the afternoon, 
a presentation was made 
by chairman Brian to 
Paul of a beautiful hand- 
turned woodcarver’s 
mallet, made from med¬ 
lar wood from the castle 
gardens. 

THE knit and natter 
group held a very 
pleasant morning 
with a festive theme 
at the home of Eve on 
Friday, November 29. 


THE quiz night held at 
the church hall on 
December 2 in aid of the 
OZ Experience was a 
great success. The quiz¬ 
master tested the brains 
of the contestants, mak¬ 
ing it great fun as well 
as gaining knowledge. 
There were also excel¬ 
lent raffle prizes. 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
C/W Primary School 
held its Christmas fayre 
on the afternoon of 
December 2. 

THE tea and chat 
Saturday morning 
group held their 
Christmas lunch at the 
Fox and Hounds, St 
Brides Major. 

The excellent lunch 
was arranged by the 
committee in a festive 
atmosphere, with a log 
burning fire and all the 
decorations. 

A big thank you is 
extended to all who 
helped to organise the 
occasion. 

THE community council 
have erected the 
Christmas tree on Bull 
Hill green and it will be 
all lit up by the end of 
the week. 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough 


Invicta (Club Indigo) Ltd - 
Esporta, Waterton Lane, 
Waterton - Relax condition 
15 of P/01/286/FUL for 
opening times to be 06.30 
hours to 23.00 hours. 

BDW Trading Limited - 
Parc Tyn y Coed 
Development, Sarn 
Construct 34 dwellings and 
associated works. 

Mr Nigel Bullimore - 335A 
New Road, Porthcawl - 
Demolish existing bungalow 
and construct 4-bed house. 
Gravells Limited - Unit 
A46, Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate 


- Change of use of existing 
building to facilitate a pro¬ 
posed vehicle display and 
servicing centre. 

Persimmon Special Projects 

- POS area L2A (Leap), 
Parc Derwen, Coity - 
Brick built housing for elec¬ 
tricity sub station (in lieu of 
GRP housing). 

Persimmon Special Projects 

- POS area L2C Parc 
Derwen, Coity - Brick 
built housing for electricity 
sub station (in lieu of GRP 
housing). 

Porthcawl and Pyle Boxing 
Gym - Boxing Club, New 


Road, Porthcawl - To 

replace existing windows 
and frames with new. 

Trecco Bay Holiday Park - 

Trecco Bay Caravan Park, 
Bay View Road, Porthcawl 

- Installation of ATM cash 
machine. 

Mr Andrew Compton - 
Land north of plot 244, 
Cae Gleision, Broadlands 

- Relax condition 2 of 
P/09/317/RES to remove 
specific reference to land¬ 
scaping on land north of plot 
244. 

Mr Andrew Compton - 

Land north of plot 244, 


Cae Gleision, Broadlands 

- Construct of three no. 
dwellings and associated 
works. 

Mr K Day - Corwen (adja¬ 
cent 133 Victoria Street), 
Pontycymmer - New 
detached garage. 

Mr Robert Gronow - Aber 
House, Aber Road, 
Ogmore Vale - Construct 
balcony and decking area to 
front patio. 

Mr M Daer - 13 King 
Edward Street, Blaengarw 

- Detached domestic work¬ 
shop and store. 

M and R Phipps - Former 


Parc Farm buildings, Heol 
Spencer, Coity - Outline 
application for 14 residential 
units accessed from Heol 
Spencer, Coity. 

H D Limited - 3 Elder 
Street, Bridgend - Relax 
condition of P/09/421/LIS 
for the use of historic glass 
in sliding sash windows. 

HD Limited - 5 Elder 
Street, Bridgend - Relax 
condition of P/09/423/LIS 
for the use of historic glass 
in sliding sash windows. 

HD Limited - 7 Elder 
Street, Bridgend - Relax 
condition of P/09/422/LIS 


for the use of historic glass 
in sliding sash windows. 

HD Limited - 9 Elder 
Street, Bridgend - Relax 
condition of P/09/419/LIS 
for the use of historic glass 
in sliding sash windows. 

HD Limited - 11 Elder 
Street, Bridgend - Relax 
condition of P/09/420/LIS 
for the use of historic glass 
in sliding sash windows. 

Mrs M J Jones - 20 
Turberville Crescent, 
Litchard - Convert existing 
flat roofs of garage and 
porch to pitched tiled roofs. 
HD Limited - Elder Street 


Cottages, Bridgend 

Relax condition of 
P/09/417/FUL for the use of 
historic glass in sliding sash 
windows. 

Western Power Distribution 
- Dyffryn Bach Terrace, 
Church Village, 

Pontypridd - Erection of 
66kv overhead line to pro¬ 
vide grid connection to Pant 
y Wal windfarm. 

Mr Eric Llewellyn - 26 Clos 
Castell Newydd, 

Broadlands - Convert 
garage into habitable room. 
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ABOVE: Successful runners Lorraine and Rally celebrating with, left to right: 
Charlotte Bird, RNLI events organiser for Wales; Lorraine; Miss RNLI2011; Rally; 
Lorraine’s husband Chris and Rally’s boyfriend Paul. 


Reindeer runners are out 
in force to support RNLI 



LEFT: 
What the 
Reindeer 
Run is all 
about - 
The 
Royal 
National 
Lifeboat 
Institute. 


Report and photographs 

by KEITH E MORGAN 

THERE was a record turn-out of more 
than 750 runners for this year’s 10th 
annual 10K and 5K Reindeer Runs at 
Margam Park. 

It is expected that more than £20,000 will be 
raised in sponsorship for the Royal National Life 
Boat Institute (RNLI) as a result. 

Porthcawl was well represented in the 10K 
Run by Cardiff Half Marathon runner Lorraine 
Stone, the fashion guru of ‘Truly Scrumptious’, 
Porthcawl, who this year was also accompanied 
by her daughter Rally. 

The main 10K Reindeer Run was won by 
another local runner, Geraint Lewis, of 
Porthcawl Runnerslife Club. 



Geraint Lewis of Porthcawl 
Runnerslife, receiving his winner’s 
award from Charlotte Bird, RNLI 
events organiser for Wales 


Bridgend Young Farmers 
celebrate early successes 



ABOVE: The victorious stockjudging team. 


BRIDGEND Young Farmers have had a 
good start to the calendar year so far, with 
over 40 members joining the club after a 
very successful recruitment evening. 

One of the first competitions of the year was 
stockjudging and some members competed on 
behalf of Bridgend YFC and won numerous prizes. 

Jonathan Howells won best overall junior stock- 
judger and Bridgend won overall on the day. This 
was a great start to the year with the club also hav¬ 
ing great success in numerous competitions - from 
junior reading gaining fourth and fifth and Jess 
Lamin going on the represent Glamorgan YFC at 


Wales, to Brainstrust with Bridgend coming third 
and fourth and David Rees, Jacob Anthony and 
Lloyd Williams going on to represent Glamorgan. 

Bridgend YFC also did well at the national art 
and graffiti board competition gaining second, 
fourth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth and 12th posi¬ 
tions. 

Christina Jones and Sarah Joseph won the 
Christmas tree decoration and then Sarah Joseph 
and Beth Granvillie then went on to win it at Wales 
level at the Winter fair. 

Recently, Bridgend did well again, with David 
Rees winning Glamorgan junior member of the year 
and the senior debating team came fourth. 
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Bridgend magistrate 
takes on a new role 


A BRIDGEND mag¬ 
istrate and former 
chair of trustees for 
The Samaritans, has 
joined the board of 
trustees of a south 
Wales charity that 
helps individuals, 
who have become 
excluded from main¬ 
stream society, to 
turn their lives 
around. 

A bank manager, 

Kim Dack spent five 
years working for the 
north Devon branch of 
The Samaritans 24/7 
national support 
helpline. 

After moving to 
Wales, Ms Dack was 
keen to continue her 
charity work and was 
impressed with the 
array of projects run 
by Caer Las, as well as 
the passion and com¬ 
mitment of its staff. 

“Caer Las has been 
established a long time 
and is doing some 
incredible work both 
here in Bridgend and 
across south Wales, 
with some of the most 
vulnerable people in 

Bridgend 

Bridge 

round-up 

THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
evenings are as fol¬ 
lows: 

December 7 - first, 
Dave Barwood and 
Jane Brook; second, 
John Henson and 
Wendy Williams, third, 
Glyn Williams and Mel 
Humphries. 

December 9 - first, 
Mike Best and Joan 
Jenkins, second, Irene 
Thomas and Graham 
Jones, third, Liam 
Sheridan and Gwyneth 
Dew. 

In addition to the 
regular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm at 
Notion Church Hall, 
there are now lessons 
for beginners on 
Wednesday at 2.30pm 
and improvers on 
Fridays at 7.30pm. 

DN 


Children 

mark 

Libraries 

Fortnight 

BRIDGEND chil- 
dren have been tak¬ 
ing part in events 
hosted by local 
libraries to mark 
Libraries Fortnight. 

These included a visit 
from Welsh children’s 
author Jenny Sullivan at 
Maesteg Library. 

Other sessions includ¬ 
ed Plasnewydd Primary 
School teachers bringing 
their years 5-6 classes to 
the local libraries for a 
quiz and readings. 


our communities,” she 
said. 

“As a magistrate, I 
get a first-hand insight 
into what can happen 
when people feel total¬ 
ly cut off from society 
with no support net¬ 
works in place, so I 
know how having 
someone on their side 
that they can talk to 
can make a massive 
difference.” 


Caer Las has run a 
housing advice service 
in Bridgend since 
1999, in partnership 
with the Wales 
Probation Trust, where 
one of its support 
workers helps ex¬ 
offenders to find local 
housing in the area 
whilst supporting them 
to restart their lives 
and make a positive 
contribution to society. 



KIM DACK 


Care and Repair 
gets a new home 


A LOCAL organi¬ 
sation that started 
life in two small 
rooms above a 
night club almost a 
quarter of a centu¬ 
ry ago, has now 
been given a secure 
base from which to 
continue its work. 

Bridgend County 
Care and Repair is cele¬ 
brating a new home and 
additional funding, 
which will mean it can 
expand its growing and 
much loved service in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

Officially opening its 
new premises at 
Brocastle Manor, Coun 
Lyn Morgan, Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council (BCBC) cabi¬ 
net member for wellbe¬ 
ing and vice-chair of the 
agency, described his 
pride at seeing it grow 
and flourish into “a 
mature, effective and 
much appreciated serv¬ 
ice” for the area. 

He said: “It has a 
very successful and 
long standing partner¬ 
ship with Bridgend 



ABOVE: 

Kate Jones (chair, Bridgend 
PubWatch), BCBC Deputy Leader David Sage, 
Lee Jones (BCBC head of public protection), 
Chief Inspector Andy Jones (South Wales Police), 
Christian Hadfield, group manager (South Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service). 


County Borough 

Council and has worked 
closely with the authori¬ 
ty to develop some real¬ 
ly innovative and 
worthwhile services - 
the most notable being 
the Bridgend Stairlift 
and the Bathing Grant 
schemes. 

“I hold the service 
very close to my heart 
and I have seen the pos¬ 
itive outcomes and dif¬ 
ference it can make to 
the lives of older peo¬ 
ple. 

“This can range from 


installation of a handrail 
to providing financial 
advice and maximising 
people’s welfare bene¬ 
fits entitlement. 

“All these interven¬ 
tions are fundamental to 
maintaining the inde¬ 
pendence of older peo¬ 
ple in their own homes 
and in the community 
and represent the 
uniqueness of the Care 
and Repair service." 

Find out more about 
Care and Repair at 
www. careandrepair. org. 
uk. 


Alcohol campaign 



Rena Sweeney (director, Bridgend County Care 
and Repair), Coun Lyn Morgan, Neil Williams 
(Care and Repair Cymru), Doug Morris (chair), 
Madeleine Moon MP, Janice Gregory AM, Deputy 
Mayor Coun Marlene Thomas. 


A NEW Traffic 
light’ scheme has 
been launched, 
aimed at promot¬ 
ing a safe 
approach to alco¬ 
hol in the bor¬ 
ough’s pubs and 
clubs. 

CounterAct is a part¬ 
nership between 

BCBC, South Wales 
Police, South Wales 
Fire & Rescue Service 
and local licensed trade. 

A BCBC spokes¬ 
woman said: 

“Businesses which 
show a responsible 
approach to serving 
alcohol such as a robust 
proof of age policy or 
the prevention of drug 
crime can expect to stay 
in the green zone. 

“However, a pub, 
club or restaurant will 
risk moving into the 
amber or red zone if 
they receive penalty 
points for bad practice, 
such as serving drunk 
people, excessive noise, 
littering and criminal 
behaviour on their 
premises. 

“An action and 
improvement plan will 


be agreed with any 
licence holder in the red 
zone to make it a safer 
place to drink. 

“It is hoped that 
CounterAct will help 
recognise good practice 
as well as identify prob¬ 
lem areas at an early 
stage so that premises 
can avoid long-term 
alcohol-related crime 
issues. 

“The scheme aims to 
avoid the need for 
enforcement action 
such as prosecution or 
licence review - 
although it will not 
replace enforcement 


where it is necessary.” 

Launching the 
scheme, BCBC Deputy 
Leader Coun David 
Sage said: “CounterAct 
is a clever name for a 
clever scheme. We are 
asking licensed traders 
to act at the counter to 
counteract 
alcohol-related crime 
and promote good prac¬ 
tice. 

“To have an initiative 
such as CounterAct 
which brings together 
the council, police, fire 
service and of course 
the licensed trade can 
only be positive.” 
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NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would like to have items 
included in the community news columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this region, please contact 
me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 

1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sam, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



His peers 
place dentist 
in their 
hall of fame! 


Christmas brings 
out borough’s 
musical talent! 


BUSY 

CHOIR 

THE Ogmore 
Valley male voice 
choir must be one 
of the most com¬ 
munity-minded 
choirs in the 
Bridgend county 
borough area. 

Last Thursday morn¬ 
ing it put on a concert 
for the Bridgend stroke 
club in the Evergreen 
Hall, Bridgend. 

A capacity audience 
of stroke victims and 
their carers were so 
impressed with the 
choir’s repertoire that 
they have booked the 
choir to put on another 
concert for them over 
the Christmas period 
next year! 

Last Friday, the choir 
sang in the community 
Christmas show at the 
Life Centre, Ogmore 
Vale, an annual event in 
which musical groups, 
including Ogmore Vale 
Primary School, take 
part. 

Then on Saturday, the 
choir journeyed to 
Chipping Camden in the 
Cotswolds, where it 
sang while the 
Christmas decorations 
were switched on, and 
in the evening it per¬ 
formed in a Christmas 
concert. 

On December 13, it 
held its annual 
Christmas concert at the 
Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale 
with Ogmore Vale 
Primary School. 

Tonight, Thursday 
December 15, the choir 
is putting on a concert 
for the old folk in the 
Blackmill Care Home 
and tomorrow it will be 
in a Christmas concert 
at the Ynysawdre 
Community Hall. 

The choir rehearses 
at the Canolfan 
Bethlehem on Thursday 
evenings between 
7pm-9.30pm, to which 


visitors and new mem¬ 
bers are welcome. 

Clash 
of events 
I WILL ask once 
again - don’t the 
organisers of local 
concerts talk to one 
another or read the 
local press? 

A concert on 
December 16 is clash¬ 
ing with a concert less 
than a mile away. 

On December 14, 
there were three con¬ 
certs all close to one 
another, in Coytrahen, 
Tondu and Llangeinor! 

These events are sup¬ 
posed to be for commu¬ 
nities, but families are 
split on which one to go 
to, and the organisers 
would have larger audi¬ 
ences if they discussed 
dates with one another. 

Bridgend 

Carers’ 

Centre 
THIS charity is 
located in 87 Park 
Street, Bridgend. 

The charity not only 
provides information, 
but is a social centre 
where individuals can 
enjoy a cup of coffee 
and have a chat with 
others ina similar situa¬ 
tion. 

Today, December 15, 
there will be an ‘out¬ 
reach’ group in Maesteg 
Council Offices 
between 10am - 1pm; 
also the ‘Next Steps’ 
group will be holding a 
discussion in the Park 
Street centre between 
10.30am - 12.30pm, 
followed by a Christmas 
lunch, which unfortu¬ 
nately has to be booked 
in advance. 

On December 19 
there will be a festive 
open house between 
11am and 2pm. 
Colleagues and carers 
are all invited to enjoy 
an informal get together 
during the festive sea¬ 
son. 


On December 21 the 
charity is encouraging 
carers to just drop in 
and enjoy a social chat 
between 1pm and 4pm. 

School 

fayre 

TONDU primary 
school headteacher, 
Susan Pilsher, 
thanks everyone 
who donated items 
and came along to 
the recent 
Christmas fayre at 
the school, and vol¬ 
unteers who gave 
up their time to 
help make the 
fayre such a suc¬ 
cess. It raised £742 
for PTA funds. 

The school finishes 
for the Christmas holi¬ 
day on Friday, 

December 16, and 
reopens on January 4. 

Disabled 

drivers 

DUE to the financial 
restraints on coun¬ 
cils, many council- 
run car parks in the 
area have com¬ 
menced charging 
drivers with blue 
badge disability per¬ 
mits, but do not 
advertise this on 
entrance points to the 

car park. 

As many disabled 
drivers may not know 
the new conditions, and 
the only notice may be 
at a pay point, please 
check every time to 
avoid having to pay a 
fixed penalty fine. 

Festive 
services 
LLANGEINOR 
Hunt will hold its 
annual carol serv¬ 
ice in Saint 
Tyfodwg’s church 
today, Thursday, 
December 15 at 
7.30pm. 


At Sam Community 
Life Centre on Friday, 
December 16 at 7pm, St 
Bride’s Minor 
Community Council 
will be holding its annu¬ 
al carol service. 

Aberkenfig and 
District united churches 
are taking part in the 
annual Walk of Witness 
between Bethlehem 
Chapel, Brynmenyn and 
Nazareth Chapel, 
Bryncethin, at 10.30am 
on Saturday, December 
17, from Bethlehem 
Chapel. Everyone is 
welcome. 

St Bride’s Church, 
Llansantffraid, will be 
holding its annual carol 
service on December 18 
at 6pm, followed by a 
social evening with 
mulled wine and mince 
pies, to which everyone 
is welcome. 

The Young Farmers 
Association is holding 
its annual carol concert 
at St David’s Church, 
Betws, on December 18 
at 7.30pm. 

St David’s Church, 
Wyndham, will be hold¬ 
ing a carol service at the 
church on December 18 
at 5pm. 

Residents of 
Aberkenfig and district 
are invited to communi¬ 
ty carol singing in the 
Square on December 
21, starting at 7pm. 

At St David’s 
Church, Pontycymer, on 
December 21 at 7pm, a 
carol concert stars that 
wonderful choir from 
Ffaldau Primary School, 
supported by Cor 
Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley Male 
Voice Choir). 

Tickets cost £3 and 
are available from choir 
members. 

The male voice choir 
rehearses in Pontycymer 
RFC, Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 7pm, 
where visitors are wel¬ 
come to join in - a 
voice test is not 
required. 


A dentist has been honoured by his peers 
for more than 35 years’ work in the pro¬ 
fession by being inducted into the associ¬ 
ation’s ‘hall of fame’. 

Dr Paul Langmaid CBE, who lives in the 
Vale, has been entered into the British Dental 
Association’s ‘Roll of Distinction’ - set up to 
honour outstanding service to UK dentistry. 

After graduating from Cardiff Dental School 
in 1975, Dr Langmaid held house officer posts 
in oral surgery and paedodontics at the 
University Hospital for Wales and the Cardiff 
Dental School, before moving onto general 
dental practice in Cornwall, where he worked 
for 10 years. 

During his stay in Cornwall, he also worked 
in the JIA Voluntary Dental Clinic in Ashkelon 
in Israel. 

He was appointed in 1986 to a post as 
SDO/CADO on the Island of Anguilla in the 

Ogmore AM 
backs domestic 
abuse awareness 
campaign 



Janice Gregory AM is backing the 
campaignagainst domestic violence. 


JANICE GREGORY, AM for Ogmore, has 
backed a domestic abuse awareness cam¬ 
paign launched by the Welsh Government. 

The ‘Live Fear Free’ campaign, emphasises the 
effect domestic violence has on children who wit¬ 
ness a parent being subjected to violence. 

The campaign website www.livefearfree.org.uk 
explains how to seek help along with two high- 
impact videos focusing on sexual violence against 
women and the effects of domestic abuse on chil¬ 
dren. 

Ms Gregory said: “Domestic abuse is a terrible 
crime that affects thousands of adults in Wales. 
While we continue to tackle all forms of domestic 
abuse, we must remember that children are often 
the hidden victims. 

“Witnessing domestic violence can affect chil¬ 
dren mentally and physically in a number of ways. 
Children living in a home where domestic abuse 
occurs, also means they are significantly more like¬ 
ly to experience abuse themselves. ” 


MP meets former political prisoner 


BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon attended the UNITE 
event in Cardiff to meet 
Rosalba Gaviria, a Colombian 
trade unionist and former 
political prisoner. 

She reported: “I was delighted 
to meet and welcome Rosalba to 
Wales at UNITE’s offices in 
Cardiff, last Thursday evening. 
Rosalba was in prison for more 
than two years and was released in 


June this year following a Justice 
for Colombia campaign. 

“Her husband, Alerio, came to 
Wales last year to raise awareness 
about her case while she was in 
prison. 

“Rosalba talked about her per¬ 
sonal experiences in Mocoa Prison 
and is now campaigning for the 
release of the Fensuagro Six, mem¬ 
bers of the Colombian agricultural 
workers’ trade union who are 


detained in Mocoa Prison in 
Putumayo. 

“The cases against them are 
based on the testimonies of paid 
informants and unreliable evi¬ 
dence. 

“They are just six of more than 
75 Fensuagro members currently 
imprisoned for supposed rebellion. 

“JFC have put a letter together 
to go to the Ambassador of 
Colombia in London asking that 


they release these six and others 
without delay. They are asking for 
our help to support this campaign 
to free Colombia’s political prison¬ 
ers. 

“The letter is available to down¬ 
load from my website, or contact 
my constituency office for a hard¬ 
copy, at 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 3AA. Tel: 01656 750002” 



ABOVE: 

Dr Paul Langmaid with Dr Stuart 
Johnston, the chair of the BDA (left) and Dr Janet 
Clarke, president of the British Dental Association 

British West Indies. 

On his return to the UK in 1992, he worked 
in a variety of clinical roles in south 
Glamorgan, including General Dental 
Practitioner, SDO in the Community Dental 
Service and as Clinical Assistant in Oral 
Surgery and Orthodontics in Mid Glamorgan. 

He was appointed as SDO in the Welsh 
Office in December 1993, and was subsequent¬ 
ly appointed Chief Dental Officer for Wales, a 
post from which he has recently retired. 

He was awarded a CBE by the Queen in her 
2010 birthday honours list. 


Tory AMs 
oppose wind 
farm plans 


SHADOW regener¬ 
ation and transport 
minister Byron 
Davies has come 
out against the 
Atlantic Array 
windfarm being 
planned for the 
Bristol Channel. 

Mr Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative Regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, has registered his 
objections to the plan to 
build up to 400 turbines 
off the south Wales coast 
stretching from 

Porthcawl to 

Pembrokeshire. 

Mr Davies has told 
developers RWE-npow- 
er that the potential 
impact on the local 
economy could be cata¬ 
strophic. 

He joins Welsh 
Conservative colleague 
Suzy Davies in opposing 
this scheme. 

Raised on Gower, his 
main concern is 
focussed on the detri¬ 
mental effects on the 
quality of life for resi¬ 
dents along the south 
Wales coastline and also 
the impact on recreation 
and tourism resources. 

He said: “A key focal 
point for me is the dam¬ 
age to the tourism econ¬ 
omy and the visual 
impact of the off-shore 
windfarm on a beautiful 
area which draws in 
thousands of visitors. 
Porthcawl has a massive 
tourism industry which 
we must protect.” 

Mr Davies said he 
had fears about the pos¬ 
sible effects on the phys¬ 
ical environment, with 
the Atlantic Array being 
located within an area of 
large tidal range and 
strong currents with any 
distortion having huge 
implications. 

He went on: “I am 
deeply concerned that 
the development has the 
potential to affect waves 
and tides which in turn 
control the movement of 


sediments and features 
such as sandbanks and 
shorelines.” 

He is also worried 
about the loss of habitat 
for marine life which 
would not just take place 
during the construction 
phase but would be per¬ 
manent because of the 
offshore foundations 
and cables. 

But his “main con¬ 
cern” is focussed on the 
detrimental effects on 
the quality of life for 
residents and also the 
impact on recreational 
and tourism resources. 

He said: “The sheer 
visual impact on an area 
of outstanding natural 
beauty is deeply worry¬ 
ing, as are possible eco¬ 
nomic problems due to 
the potential impact on 
shipping lanes and the 
tourist sector, which is 
key to the economy of 
south Wales west. 

“There seems to be an 
assumption that the 
worst effects would be 
felt during the construc¬ 
tion phase. I dispute this 
and believe that there 
would be longer-term 
impacts.” 

He said that more 
consideration should be 
given to the quality of 
life of residents, espe¬ 
cially the devaluation of 
their homes and the 
threat to local liveli¬ 
hoods from a loss of 
tourism income. 

He is also concerned 
that the turbines will 
need to be lit up at night, 
creating a 24 hour fea¬ 
ture on the horizon. 

He added: “The phys¬ 
ical and biological risks 
are too high and the 
potential impact on the 
local economy would be 
catastrophic.” 
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YOUTH IS THE FUTURE FOR 
LOCAL MALE VOICE CHOIR 


Photographs 

by 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 


A WONDERFUL 
night was had by all 
at the Christmas 
concert in the Green 
Acre Motel 

arranged by the 
Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir. 

The concert was per¬ 
formed by ‘Crescendo’, a 
youth choir and ‘Da 
Capo’, a newly-formed 
children’s choir. 

There were also solo 
performances from 
Crescendo singers Levi 
Jenkins and Emily Jehu 
as well as a duet from 
Calley Murray and Lucy 
Phillips. 

The latter performed a 
song written by Calley 
and arranged by Calley 
and Lucy. The concert 
was the first for Da Capo. 

The first item on the 
Kenfig Hill and District 
Male Voice Choir’s con¬ 
stitution is the promotion 
and performance of 
choral music. 

With this in mind, just 
over 12 months ago, the 
choir took the decision to 
extend the scope of 
choral singing by form¬ 
ing the youth choir, 
Crescendo, which caters 
for ages 14 to 24 - and 
this choir has already 
performed in many con¬ 
certs. 

Last September, fol¬ 
lowing the success of 
Crescendo, the choir 
decided to add a chil¬ 
dren’s choir for ages 9 to 
13 - Da Capo. 

By providing this 
opportunity to the youth 
and children of the area, 
the choir feels it is able to 
put something back into 
the community. 

The musical team 
behind these choirs give 
their time freely and 
there is no charge to the 
those who attend. 

Both choirs meet in 
the choral suite in the 
Green Acre Motel on 
Thursday evenings and 
would welcome new 
members. 

If you enjoy singing, 
why not go along? 
Remember, there is no 
better hobby than 
singing! 

Harold Phillips 
(Chairman) 



ABOVE: members 
of Crescendo 
youth choir. 

RIGHT: 
The Da Capo 
children’s choir 
with musical director 
Kath Bracey. 


n 
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Soloist Levi Jenkins. 




Soloist Emily Jehu. 



Students help 
police put party 
goers in picture 


MAESTEG neighbourhood 
policing team are spreading 
an important Christmas mes¬ 
sage - with the help of local 
students. 

Together with students on the 
PUPIL scheme in the Llynfi Valley 
they designed posters which have 
been displayed in pubs across the 
area. 

These warn party-goers about a 
range of issues, including drink 
‘spiking’ and binge drinking - and 
are available in both Welsh and 
English. 

PCSO Bella Rees, who works 
with the students on a weekly basis, 
said: “Keeping people safe on a 
Friday and Saturday night while they 
are out partying is a year round pri¬ 
ority for South Wales Police. 

“Traditionally, the festive period 
sees an increase in the number of 
people taking to the streets and 
enjoying the Christmas celebrations 
and unfortunately this can lead to an 
increase in the number of drink relat¬ 
ed incidents being reported to the 
police. 

“I hope that this campaign will 
remind people to think twice about 
having ‘just one more shot’, getting 
behind the wheel after a few drinks 
or taking drinks from strangers. 

“Christmas is a happy time and 
we want it to remain that way. I 
would like to thank the students for 



once again doing their bit to help us 
in keeping south Wales safe.” 

The PUPIL project is a 
school-based engagement scheme 
run by Cynon Valley Crime 
Prevention and neighbourhood offi¬ 
cers. It aims to build links between 
the police and young people, and 
tackle the issues that young people 
see as most important to them. 


NEWS FROM THE BRIDGEND ROTARY CLUB 

John and Judy’s passage to India 



The male voice 
choir’s chairman, 
Harold Phillips. 


JOHN and Judy 
have returned from 
their trip to India, 
where they volun¬ 
teered to partici¬ 
pate in the National 
Immunisation Day 
for Polio Plus. 

They carried out the 
immunisations on the 
agricultural planes 300 
kilometres south of 
Delhi where the river 
Ganges flows through. 

Immunisation was 
held in the villages 
around the city of 
Badaun. They had a 
warm welcome every¬ 
where they went, and 
successfully immunised 
over 480 children. 

John and Judy are pic¬ 
tured in the first village 
booth with Suneel 
Kumar, District 

Coordinator of Rotary 
International India Polio 
Plus Committee. 

The polio drops given 
to each child were fund¬ 
ed from Rotary nation¬ 
wide ‘Purple Pinkie’ col¬ 


-and 

Bill 


Youngsters ‘catch a vibe’ 
at the Pyle Life Centre 


LOCA1 young people aged 13-18 
were invited to ‘Catch a Vibe’ 
recently in a celebration evening 
to mark the end of Libraries 
Fortnight at Pyle Life Centre. 

Cardiff-based musician and pro¬ 
ducer Jason Camilleri directed the 
event and encouraged the young peo¬ 
ple to perform on a special stage. 

Boys from local rock band 
Breakout also played guitar back-up 
to rapper Mike Reagan and local 
singer, songwriter and massive talent 
Alyssa Podesta also performed. 

Diana Apperley of Bridgend 


Libraries Service said: “It was lovely 
to see young people mix up the genres 
as they performed on stage together. 

“It was also great that they could 
take advantage of all that the library 
service has to offer - moving away 
from traditional stereotypes, taking 
ownership and moving the service 
forward into something that is rele¬ 
vant and can benefit the whole of the 
community.” 

After the success of the event, 
Bridgend Libraries Service is now 
aiming to organise similar events. 


lections and events 
match funded by 
Gates. 

During the past three 
years, The Rotary Club 
of Bridgend has under¬ 
taken ‘Purple Pinkie’ & 
Polio Plus fundraising 
events, including three 
annual fun nights with 
volunteer Hospital 
Consultants’ Band 
‘Tinnitus’ (who were 
great!). 

Many schools in the 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough have been involved 
in sponsorship days to 
raise money for the 
drugs - so it’s great to 
see that the Rotary col¬ 
lections go directly to 
immunising those chil¬ 
dren against polio. 

The Rotary Club of 
Bridgend is enormously 
proud of John and Judy 
for extending their vol¬ 
untary work and taking 
part in the immunisation 
of these children. 

We would also like to 
thank all the Bridgend 
children, and ‘Tinnitus’ 
Consultants Band for 
their support. 

Anyone interested in 
finding out more about 
the Rotary Club of 
Bridgend, can take a 
look at our website 
www. rotarybridgend. org 
.uk. 

ROTARIAN 

DIANNE HUBBARD 

John and Judy’s 
report 

on their trip: 

THIS year we car¬ 
ried out polio 
immunisation in an 
area south of Delhi. 

This is a large fertile 


agricultural plan where 
the river Ganges flows 
through the middle. The 
immunisation took part 
in villages surrounding 
the city ofBaduin. 

The villages we visit¬ 
ed had populations of 
around 4,000 people. 
They mainly grow cab¬ 
bages and onions, which 
they sell in the local 
markets. 

The day started with 
a briefing on how to 
administer the polio 
drops and to check the 
condition of the vaccine. 
We then proceeded to a 
booth in the back streets 
of Bedaun to meet and 
support the local health 
works and encourage 
local people to have 
their children immu¬ 
nised. 

Each child immu¬ 
nised is recorded by the 
local health worker. The 
little finger on the left 
hand is marked with an 
indelible pen to show 
they have had the drops. 

They also receive a 
small gift. This can be a 
whistle, a small flag, a 
paper hat or anything 
we have with us. 

After an hour, we 
split into teams of three 
and four. We were in a 
team of four with Ken 
and Mark. We were 
accompanied by a local 
Rotarian Suneel Kumar, 
a young man who spoke 
good English and knew 
the area well. 

The village we went 
to was called Angthara 
bisauli block with a 
population of4,000. We 
received a warm wel¬ 
come and we met the 
village leader and local 
officials including the 



headteacher. 

We started the immu¬ 
nisation and after an 
hour or so things qui¬ 
etened down; so before 
moving on to the next 
booth further into the 
village, we presented the 
headteacher with pens 
and pencils for the 
school. 

The next booth was at 
the local chemist’s shop, 
a small building with 
very little resources for 
such a community. We 
drew a big crowd, with 
children being brought 
by their parents and 
grandparents. After the 
crowd had started to go, 
we had a light lunch at 
the village polio coordi¬ 
nator’s house. 

We then moved on to 
the third booth, which 
was alongside a pond 
where there were ducks 
feeding and cattle 
watering in the shade of 
large trees. We met a lot 
of older children who 
brought their younger 
brothers and sisters to 
be immunised. 


Some of the older 
children wanted to prac¬ 
tice a few English words 
they knew but a lot just 
stared and stood along¬ 
side you. 

The fourth booth was 
a small Hindu temple 
where a large crowd 
had gathered. In the 
foreground of the tem¬ 
ple, a water pump was 
being used by local 
women to wash their 
clothes. 

Ken helped the local 
women pump the water, 
which they found hilari¬ 
ous. This booth was not 
as busy as the others, 
but we still had a steady 
stream of young mothers 
with their babies. 

We then went back to 
Badium to meet a group 
of schoolchildren, who 
sang us a song which 
they had composed in 
English. 

They then asked us 
questions about the UK, 
to practise their English. 

Our last appointment 
was with the local 
health office who 


thanked us for coming 
to help. The following 
morning, we met for 
mop-up day. Before 
leaving, we presented 
the head of Polio Plus 
in the region, Dr 
Sharma Shymji, with 
Children’s clothes, pens 
and pencils which we 
had taken along. 

The mop-up day vil¬ 
lage was called 
Manakpur ughani block; 
population 4,500; chil¬ 
dren under 16, 1,300; of 
these, 700 were under 5. 

We visited lots of 
homes meeting the fami¬ 
lies and giving drops. 

We met the local repre¬ 
sentative for UNICEF 
who explained the work 
they carry out in the 
area. 

A part of the village 
was very poor with a lot 
of people registered as 
living below the poverty 
level. 

We returned to Delhi, 
which was a long and 
difficult journey. 

JOHN & JUDY 
MCCARTHY 
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Bridgend town centre is red and green 
all over as they guard elf world record 


AFTER overtaking New York last year by seizing the world 
record for the biggest number of elfs in one place, Bridgend set 
about protecting its place at the top of the heap last Saturday. 

Adare Street was packed, and the aim was to push the record past the 
1,000 mark. In the end, despite a great response, the town had to be content 
with pushing the bar to a new high point - raising the record to 936! 

Now that the Big Apple has, so it seems, backed away from seeking a 
rematch with Bridgend, the town is issuing a challenge to all-comers. 

The town mayor, Coun Clare Lewis, told The GEM: “We are now look¬ 
ing for another town in the UK to step forward and take us on. 

“Let’s find an opponent and make it a real contest!” 

r 



by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 
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BRIDGEND QUIZ LEAGUE ROUND-UP" 


Llangewydd Arms keep 
up their winning record 


IN the matches 
played on Monday, 
December 5, Six Bells 
did well to score 41 
points against 
Llangewydd Arms. 


It was a score that 
would win most games, 
but their opponents 
topped it with 51 of 
their own to maintain 
their 100 per cent 


Timberawa 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call 

7? 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 



record. 

Tyrisha Nomads have 
second place to them¬ 
selves after their 45-39 
win against their ‘Inn- 
mates’ , the Royals, 
who, after slipping 
behind early on, came 
back a bit in the second 
half. 

Oldcastle A kept their 
average up with 47 ver¬ 
sus Crown Inn A who 
got 32. In the other first 
division match, Cabo 
Roche got their first 
league win of the sea¬ 
son at Laleston Inn A by 
34-28. 

In Division Two, 
even a below strength 
Tondu Railway Club 
managed a 46-37 victo¬ 
ry against Pheasant 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 






Poachers to stay on top, 
four points ahead of the 
Poachers. Then come 
Coychurch Wanderers, 
who had a bye this 
week, and Laleston Inn 
B, who beat Pheasant 
Gamekeepers 45-38. 

This means these two 
remain two points clear 
of the Gamekeepers. 

Then come two 
teams who won this 
week, Greenmeadow, 
47^10 winners at Pyle 
RFC, and Oldcastle B, 
who were beaten 43-41 
at Crown Inn by the B 
team, with the losing 
Pyle team holding up 
the rest of the table. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought:- 

1) Discovered in 
1879 what name was 
given to the first com¬ 
mercially artificial 
sweetener? 

2) Dactylography is 
the scientific study of 
what? 

3) Who won the 
World Speedway 
Championship for the 
second time in 2011? 

4) What is the name of 
Robert Bums famous 
1791 poem about a 
young man's escape 
from a coven of witch¬ 
es? A.RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 

Answers 

jdiuv^o uwx if 
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Chnstwns Opening Hours 

Sunday XSth December- 10am-4pw 

OPEN LATE 

Monday 1 Ith-Friday 23rd- < ?am-8pm 

Christmas eve- 4m- 5.30pm 

USUAL HOURS MON- SAT 10** - ipm SUNDAY - CLOSED 


mt PARKING AVAILABLE 

PLAZA TOYMASTER, UNIT 12. POUNDFIELD. LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CFC1 1DL (01446 794118) TOYmASTFfUQfti co CO UK 


£20,000 NEW LOOK FOR 
PENCOED’S POPULAR 
MINERS’ WELFARE HALL 


PENCOED residents can look forward to 
enjoying a wealth of local entertainment, 
following the refurbishment of the town’s 
Miners’ Welfare Hall. 

After a £20,000 facelift, the 1960s building will 
now be able to stage events it was previously 
unable to host due to problems with lighting and 
catering. 

Now, with the help of a £7,631 grant from 
Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT), £2,000 from 
Bridgend Association of Voluntary Organisations 
(BAVO) and a fundraising campaign by its com¬ 
mittee, the hall is now a fully-fledged concert 
venue. 

Built in 1965, the Miners’ Welfare Hall is run as 
a registered charity and used by 14 local clubs and 
societies, including a daily playgroup for 35 pre¬ 
school children. 

However, the original lighting system in the 
main hall meant the lights were not able to be 
dimmed over the audience, and the kitchen facili¬ 
ties were not up to scratch for catering. 

“We now have audience-friendly lights, making 
it easier to stage productions, and the refurbished 
kitchen means that we can offer refreshments,” said 
hall secretary Norman Lloyd. 

INAUGURAL PERFORMANCE 

“We are extremely grateful to Coalfields 
Regeneration Tmst for helping us to achieve our 
goal of creating a 21st century community centre 
for the whole of Pencoed.” 

The inaugural performance in the renovated hall 
took place place last Saturday (December 10), 
when Pencoed Town Council presented the pan¬ 
tomime Jack and the Beanstalk, staged by 
Chaplin’s travelling theatre troupe. 

On the Sunday there was a farmers’ market, also 
organised by the town council in partnership with 
Pencoed Infants’ School PTA. 

Tomorrow (Friday, December 16) Pencoed 
Silver Band is providing the accompaniment for the 
popular annual Christmas ‘singalong’ of carols and 
other favourite seasonal music, from 6.30pm. 

On Monday, December 12, the hall trustees held 
a ceremony to celebrate and ‘unveil’ the refurbish- 


ments, with chair Coun Richard Williams cutting 
the ribbon. 

The Coalfields Regeneration Trust awarded the 
grant from its ‘Bridging the Gap’ programme, 
which makes awards of between £500 and £10,000. 

“Bridging the Gap has proved to be a highly suc¬ 
cessful programme which supports community 
organisations with much-needed funding for small 
scale improvements and equipment which have a 
significant impact for local communities,” said 
CRT operations manager Sian Sykes. 

“Pencoed Miners’ Welfare Hall has long been a 
focal point of its community and this is exactly the 
kind of project for which the scheme was created. 

“ It is helping a thriving enterprise to offer even 
more to residents in former coalfields areas that are 
working hard to create sustainable futures.” 


Panto and 
carols see out 
the old year 

I NEWS FROM SKER WI I 


THE December meet¬ 
ing of Sker WI was 
held at St David’s 
Hall Nottage, when 
president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed 61 members. 

After the formal 
business matters had 
been dealt with, the 
members enjoyed a 
fish and chip supper, 
and there then fol¬ 
lowed an excellent per¬ 
formance of the pan¬ 
tomime Cinderella, 
which was put on by 
the drama group, and 


there was plenty of 
laughter. 

Many thanks to Kay 
for organising the 
entertainment. 

There was some 
social time and carols 
were sung to end the 
evening. 

The next meeting 
will be on January 12, 
when Mr Mike Clubb 
will give a talk on The 
Bridgend Arsenal. 

WI Resolutions will 
also be discussed. 

AV 


^ X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

J MlC Y^L^j Lm I JLXvl established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 



For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


r 


! |t «|i v 


L 


T£ 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood, 
Gasification systems. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 


COUNTER SERVICE 



I Suppliers of . . . 

1 s^Wowcesteh 
BOILERS 


Gas Safe Installers 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 





VMMER 


FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 
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RB’S OFF LICENCE COWBRIDGE 

HSU BB S FOR GREAT OFFERS THIS CHRIS1IRRS 


OFF LICENCE 


ER BOOZE BARGAINS 
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mu mis * 
m cntims... 

MAWS m ■ £W MH 

mt m cm mm - £9,99 

Gtuomomnm-£t,99 
mm m mm sm me ■ £5.59 
miwmnmsMim-£9A9 
mot emtm- £29.99 
OtMCKMOtOPOU £17,99 
metme mmt-£M9 
immune mmi£ii99 
9P0 MIS9M 0X599191 • £3,59 

mmut torn wm- £ 5 .to 

mmmmn$mi‘£5,oo 
im comnm9Mi£ti.99 
KOPPttlM 590991 • 5 fOt £5.25 

SPIRITS SPECIAL 


MOM 70CU £10.99 
Mimf79Cl- £19.99 
lit Mtmt79Cl‘ £10.29 
POIOCl COOSOtl 70CI • £7,99 
mnmmm7 70CL- £13.99 
COWOlSttt V5 70CI £17,99 
m mu mum urn m • 2 m £5,99 
fOHm (OOOSi 70CI £11.99 


I Tenner**' Cartibtfif BortwttMC V* tty * 1 Stroogta*' CvdlMfg Eiporo | 

Sm rreguei' SfumT tv* Jc*n TUwrg 



ALL OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 14TH DECEMBER - 26TH DECEMBER 2011 


HIGH STREET. 

_ , _ _ COWBRIDGE VALE 

n. ALL THESE OFFERS ARE LIMITED TO 3 DEALS PER CUSTOMER . OF GLAMORGAN, 

WHILE STOCKS LAST CF717AD 

01446 774202 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


IT’S been a diffi- 
cult year for the 
National 
Eisteddfod, as it 
has been for a 
number of other 
organisations. 
We’ve seen a num¬ 
ber of festivals 
cancelled, and oth¬ 
ers worried about 
their future suc¬ 
cess. 

But with a history 
spanning 150 years in 
its modern form, the 
Eisteddfod is adjusting 
and developing, 
responding to the chal¬ 
lenges ahead, deter¬ 
mined to ensure the 
success of next year’s 
Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod, 
and the festivals of the 
future. 

Speaking this week, 
Chief Executive, Elfed 
Roberts, said: “We’ve 
been working locally 
for well over a year 
now and it’s going well. 
Naturally, we’ve been 
looking at our costs 
carefully and at our 
potential income, and 
we’ve now identified a 
number of savings. 

“We want to ensure a 
successful festival on a 
number of levels - a 
festival which appeals 
to our audience and, of 
course, an Eisteddfod 
which allows us to gain 


a stronger financial 
footing, even at a time 
when the country is still 
facing financial wor¬ 
ries. 

“Making savings 
isn’t a new challenge 
for the Eisteddfod. 
We’ve been making 
constant cuts since 
2004, but this year, 
we’ve reached a stage 
where we have to make 
additional savings and 
it’s very likely that 
future Eisteddfodau 
will look different. 

“But this is also an 
opportunity for us to 
experiment and to look 
at doing things in dif¬ 
ferent ways, and it’s 
important that people 
realise this and give 
these changes a chance 
before voicing their 
opinions.” 

Changes next year 
will include a smaller 
pavilion with a revised 
seating plan, with the 
number of seats avail¬ 
able remaining the 
same. This will pro¬ 
vide a considerable sav¬ 
ing for the festival, and 
is a chance to try some¬ 
thing different. 

Elfed Roberts 
explains: “It’s an exper¬ 
iment in 2012, and if it 
appeals to the audience, 
the competitors and the 
broadcasters, then it 
could be a permanent 
change. We’ll also be 
holding Maes C events 
on the Maes itself. 


Traditionally, these 
have been held on the 
caravan site but we’ve 
decided to try some¬ 
thing a little different 
this year. 

“If you were in 
Wrexham earlier this 
year, you couldn’t help 
but notice the great 
atmosphere around the 
performance stages in 
the evening, and we 
want to make sure this 
continues in the future, 
so we’re hoping that 
people will stay on the 
Maes in the evening 
and we’ll be encourag¬ 
ing more people to join 
us. 

“We’ll also be exper¬ 
imenting with our cur¬ 
rent resources next 
year, using buildings 
like Y Lie Celf, the 
Theatre and the Babell 
Len in a different way 
in the evening. 

“There’s been a lot 
of discussions about the 
Eisteddfod in the press 
and media over recent 
weeks, but one issue 
which hasn’t been dis¬ 
cussed much is the 
effect the Eisteddfod 
has on the local catch¬ 
ment area. 

“Hosting the 
Eisteddfod is a great 
boost to an area, not 
only economically but 
also on a cultural, com¬ 
munity and linguistic 
basis. It’s a unique 
event, an event which 
hasn’t been in the Vale 


since 1968, and I urge 
you to support our visit, 
by taking part, by vol¬ 
unteering, but most of 
all, by visiting us dur¬ 
ing the week. 

“We want to ensure 
the success of the 2012 
festival - please help us 
to make this happen.” 
Bu ’n flwyddyn 
anodd i’r 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol fel 
nifer o sefydliadau 
eraill, a rydym wedi 
gweld nifer o wyli- 
au 9 n cael eu canslo 
ac eraill yn poeni 
am eu dyfodol. 

Ond gyda V 

Eisteddfod fodem wedi 
bodoli am ganrifa ban¬ 
ner, mae’r sefydliad yn 
addasu ac yn datblygu, 
gan ymateb i sialensau, 
yn benderfynoli sicrhau 
llwyddiant Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg y flwyddyn 
nesaf a gwyliau V 
dyfodol. 

Gan siarad yr wyth- 
nos hon, dywedodd Prif 
Weithredwr yr 
Eisteddfod, Elfed 
Roberts: “Rydan ni 
wedi bod yn gweithio ’n 
lleol ers ymhell dros 
flwyddyn bellach, ac 
mae ’r trefniadau ’n 
mynd yn dda. Yn natu- 
riol, rydan ni wedi bod 
yn edrych yn ofalus ar 
ein costau ac ar ein 
incwm posibl, ac erbyn 


f \ 



ABOVE: Elfed 
Roberts, Eisteddfod 
chief executive. 


hyn rydan ni wedi 
adnabod nifer fawr o 
arbedion. 

Rydan ni eisiau 
sicrhau gwfl Iwyddian- 
nus ar nifer o lefelau - 
Eisteddfod sy ’n apelio 
at ein cynulleidfa ac 
wrth gwrs, Eisteddfod 
sy ’n gyfle i ni ddod a 
dau ben llinyn ynghyd, 
er gwaethafy rhagoly- 
gon economaidd sy’n 
ein wynebu fel gwlad. 

“Dyw cael hyd i 
arbedion ddim yn beth 
newydd i nifel 
Eisteddfod. Rydan ni 
wedi bod yn torri ’n ol 
yn barhaus ers 2004, 
ond eleni, rydan ni 
wedi cyrraedd sefyllfa 
lie mae ’n rhaid i ni 
wneud rhagor o dori- 


adau ac mae ’n debygol 
iawn y bydd 
Eisteddfodau ’r dyfodol 
yn edrych yn wahanol. 

“Ond mae hyn hefyd 
yn rhoi cyfle i ni arbrofi 
ac i edrych ar wneud 
pethau mewnffyrdd 
gwahanol a newydd, ac 
mae ’n bwysig bod pobl 
yn sylweddoli hyn ac yn 
gweld sut mae’r newidi- 
adau ’n gweithio cyn 
mynegi barn. ” 

Bydd newidiadau y 
flwyddyn nesaf yn cyn- 
nwys pafiliwn llai, gyda 
chynllun seddau 
newydd - ond nid llai o 
seddau. Bydd hyn yn 
creu arbediad mawr i’r 
Eisteddfod, ac mae ’n 
gyfle i roi tro ar bethau 
newydd. 

Eglura Elfed 
Roberts: “Arbrawffydd 
hyn yn 2012, ac os 
yw’n apelio at y 
gynulleidfa, y cys- 
tadleuwyr a V darlled- 
wyr, yna, efallai y bydd 
hyn yn cael ei wneud 
bob blwyddyn. 

Byddwn hefyd yn cyn- 
nal gweithgareddau 
Maes C ary Maes ei 
hun. Yn draddodiadol, 
cynhaliwyd y rhain ary 
maes carafanau, ond 
rydan ni wedi pen- 
derfynu arbrofi eleni. 

“Roedd ‘na awyr- 
gylch arbennig o 
amgylch y llwyfannau 
perfformio gyda’r nos 
yn Wrecsam, a rydym 
yn awyddus i weld hyn 
yn parhau yn y dyfodol, 


felly rydan ni’n gobei- 
thio y bydd pobl yn 
aros ar y Maes yn 
hwyrach eleni, ac mi 
fyddan ni hefyd yn 
annog rhagor o bobl i 
ymuno gyda ni. 

Arbrofi y byddwn ni 
gyda’n hadnoddau 
cyfredol y flwyddyn 
nesaf, gan ddefnyddio 
adeiladau fel Y Lie 
Celf, y Theatr a’r 
Babell Len mewn ffordd 
wahanol gyda ’r nos. 

“Mae llawer o bobl 
wedi bod yn mynegi 
barn ar yr Eisteddfod 
dros yr wythnosau 
diwethaf, yn awgrymu 
gwelliannau ac yn cyn- 
nig syniadau ar sut y 
gallwn greu arbedion. 
Ond yr hyn sydd heb ei 
drafod ryw lawer yw’r 
effaith mae’r 
Eisteddfod yn ei chael 
ar ei dalgylch. Mae 


cynnal yr Eisteddfod yn 
talu ar ei ganfed i 
ardal, nid yn unig yn 
economaidd, ond hefyd 
yn ddiwylliannol, yn 
gymunedol ac yn ieithy- 
ddol. Mae ’n ddigwyd- 
diad unigryw, digwyd- 
diad sydd heb fod i’r 
Fro ers 1968, ac rwy’n 
eich hannog i’n cefnogi 
gan gymryd rhan, gan 
wirfoddoli, ondfwyaf 
oil, gan ymweld a ni yn 
ystod yr wythnos. 

“Rydan ni’n awyd¬ 
dus i sicrhau llwyddiant 
Eisteddfod 2012 - a 
rydym yn gofyn i chi am 
eich cymorth er mwyn i 
hyn ddigwydd. ” 
SIONED EDWARDS 


BLOOD DONORS 

THE Welsh Blood Service will be holding 
donor sessions this month as follows: 

Bedwas Hall, Memorial Hall, Gladstone Road, 
Barry - December 20 at 10am-6pm; 

Mobile Donation Clinic, Recreation Centre, 
Angel Street, Bridgend - (Please call 01443 
622193 or email donor.appointments@wales.nhs.uk) 
December 21 at 10am-12.30pm; and 2pm-6pm. 
December 22 at 10am-12.30pm; and 2pm-6pm. 
December 23 at 9am-lpm. 

Highlight Community Centre, Stirling Road, 
Barry - December 29 at 10am-6pm. 

To view a comprehensive list of all blood donation 
sessions, visit www.welshblood.org.uk or call 0800 
252266. 


£ ^ C PR0BABLY WALES' LARGEST CHRISTMAS STOREN. 

r seasons mow OPEN 111 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Thrift shop 

THE St Athan Thrift 
Shop, Woodpecker 
Square, closed at 
12pm yesterday 
(December 14) until 
10am on Monday, 
January 9, 2012. 

“We would like to 
wish all our customers 
a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year, and 
look forward to seeing 
you all in 2012, ” a 
spokeswoman said. 

Christmas 

get-together 

BUSINESSES in 
Llantwit Major and 
the surrounding areas 
(Rhoose, St Athan, 
Llandow, Wick and 
Boverton) are wel¬ 
come to join the 
town’s Chamber of 
Trade and Commerce 
for a glass of wine and 
a mince pie this 
evening, (Thursday, 
December 15) in 
Llantonian Hall at 
6pm. 

A spokeswoman 
said: “This last event of 
2011 gives us an oppor¬ 
tunity to meet and find 
out what local business¬ 
es need the Chamber to 
do for them in 2012, 
especially with the 
Eisteddfod coming to 
Llandow next summer,” 

For details, email 
penny @ llantwitmajor- 
chamberoftrade, co. uk 

Band 

concert 

TODAY, Thursday, 
December 15 at 
7.30pm, the RAF St 


Athan Voluntary Band 
will be hosting their 
family Christmas con¬ 
cert in Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive 
School. 

The evening will fea¬ 
ture the band, the St 
Athan Youth Band, 
Robin Tait (piano), car¬ 
ols, readings and festive 
songs. 

Tickets £5 each, 
under 14 free; avail¬ 
able from Chris Davies 
Estate Agent, Llantwit 
Major, on the door, or 
telephone 01446 
798527. 

The St Athan band 
will also be at the Four 
Bells, St Athan at 8pm 
on Sunday; the Vale 
Mayor’s carol service at 
St Illtuds on December 
19 at 7pm; and St 
Tathan Church 
Christmas concert on 
December 23 at 
7.30pm. 

Carols in 
the Park 

THERE will be a free 
carol service in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer 
Care at Victoria Park, 
Barry, at 6pm-8pm on 
Friday, December 16. 

Barry Brass Band 
will be joined by Barry 
Ladies Choir for the 
third annual carol con¬ 
cert in aid of the chari¬ 
ty- 

From 5pm there will 
be a Santa’s grotto for 
the little ones and a 
carousel. 

At Cadoxton 
Bowling Club, Rowena 
and the team have 


cakes, teas, coffees and 
even soup to buy to 
keep you warm and in 
good voice. All pro¬ 
ceeds from the event 
will go directly to th 
Macmillan charity. 

Festive 

coffee 

A CHRISTMAS coffee 
morning will be held at 
Llantwit Major Bowls 
Club on Saturday, 
December 17, from 
10am to 12 noon. 
Entrance is £3, which 
includes tea/coffee and 
mince pie/shortbread 
and a top up! 

There will be a cake 
stall and raffle. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Yuletide 

play-along 

ATAPINI and Lee 
Kennedy invite the 
public to a Yuletide 
musical community 
offering at Barry 
Meditation Centre on 
Saturday, December 
17 (2pm-4.30pm) with 
a set of mainly origi¬ 
nal material for piano, 
guitar and vocals. 

Bring your instru¬ 
ment if you wish to join 
in. 

Mince pies and 
mulled apple juice will 
be served. 

A donation for the 
centre appreciated. It is 
situated at Canon Hill 
Artspace, Canon Hill, 
Barry. 

Christingle 

service 

THE Christingle 



b magical ChnrfmoB starts 
with a litter hwr> Santa 
Order yot/r* today 


ChildUrte 

Mo»mi 


bent 

«o 



service this Sunday 
(December 18) at 
4pm for families 
and children, her¬ 
alds the coming of 
Christmas at the 
Barry church of St 
Paul. 

The collection taken 
at the service is given 
to support children in 
poor circumstances in 
Wales. 

The traditional serv¬ 
ice of carols (the first 
Mass of Christmas and 
Blessing of the 
Christmas Crib) is at 
9.30pm on Christmas 
Eve and on Christmas 
morning, carols, pro¬ 
cession and sung mass 
at 10am. 

‘Carols by candle¬ 
light’ on Christmas Eve 
takes place at 3pm at 
Merthyr Dyfan, Colcot, 
Barry, and the 
Christmas morning 
service is at 8.45am. 

Penarth 

services 

THE Parish of 
Penarth All Saints is 
holding a number of 
special services over 
the Christmas period. 

At All Saints Church 
on Sunday, December 
18, there will be an all¬ 
age Nativity service at 
10am and the Festival 
of Nine Lessons and 
Carols at 6pm; on 
Christmas Eve, the Crib 
service for younger 
children at 4pm and 
Midnight Mass at 
11.30pm; and on 
Christmas Day, Holy 
Eucharist at 8am and an 

Vale MP’s 
surgery 

THE Yale MP Alun 
Cairns, will be 
holding advice sur¬ 
geries on Friday, 
December 16, from 
1.30pm to 3pm in 
Barry Library, 

King Square, 

Barry, and from 
4pm to 5.30pm at 
Wenvoe 
Community 
Centre, Wenvoe. 

Surgeries are very 
busy, so it is advisable 
to telephone 01446 
403814 to make an 
appointment. 

PACT 

meetings 

DYFAN and GIBBONS- 
DOWN joint PACT sur¬ 
gery, 10am-12 noon, 
December 15 at Coast 
Cafe (side of Coastlands 
Church), Tennyson Road, 
Barry. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, 

6.30pm, December 15, 
Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library, 
Tynewydd Road. 
WENVOE coffee and 
chat meeting, December 
16, Wenvoe Arms at lam. 
LLAND O W/E WEN NY 
PACT, December 21 at 
Ewenny Village Hall at 
7pm. 


all-age service at 10am. 

At St Peter’s, Old 
Cogan, there will be a 
Christingle service for 
all the family at 3.30pm 
on Sunday, December 
18, and a Christmas 
Day service at 11am. 

All are welcome. 

St Hilary 
carols 

ON Sunday, December 
18 at 6.30pm in St 
Hilary Church, there 
is a carol service with 
the village choir and 
members of the Royal 
Welsh College of 
Music and Drama. 

At 8pm, the last quiz 
of 2011 takes place at 
The Bush - a very fes¬ 


tive edition is planned! 

Band 

Concert 

BARRY Ladies Choir 
holds a Christmas 
carol concert at 
7.30pm on Tuesday, 
December 20, at 
Masonic Hall, Broad 
Street, Barry. Tickets 
£6 from choir mem¬ 
bers or pay at the 
door. 

Carols 

CADOXTON 
Christian Spiritualist 
Church holds a candle 
lit carol service on 
December 21 at 7pm, 
followed by refresh¬ 
ments. 


SHOPPING COMPETITION 


ONE LUCKY 
GEM WINNER 

THE lucky winner of The GEM competi¬ 
tion, run in conjunction with our feature on 
shopping in Bridgend, was Jeni Jenkins of 
Llantwit Major. 

Jeni has chosen to spend her prize - a 
£25 voucher - at Wild About Beads in 
Ewenny Road. Look out in your GEM for 
more great competitions! 

Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 

THE following are winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan Cracker jackpot lottery 
draw number D700. 

• £2,000: 539066. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £5,500, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 753185, 559763, 340262, 474375, 435668, 
557516, 818967, 713375, 371708, 706102, 899415, 
497080, 840451, 827229, 826792, 476741, 482050, 
183575, 257208, 605876. 

• £5: 396564, 577320, 478975, 869088, 555462, 
328440, 801340, 501637, 498486, 279808, 329883, 
839362, 526391, 876940, 717839, 370910, 799869, 
232205, 605611, 967494, 808735, 882276, 269386, 
596787, 376527, 696781, 134173, 296434, 896686, 
115647, 410386, 742721, 875871, 814655, 949600, 
550421, 763122, 933231, 432231, 208402, 705537, 
483949, 917168, 359176, 794786, 513698, 438993, 
625395, 343707, 228476, 777936, 171817, 373584, 
532961, 333670, 825007, 409573, 665538, 541245, 
325470. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any 
errors or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information, please telephone 02920 
672062. 

CHURCH OPENING SOON 

AFTER a six-month project, All Saints Church, 
Penarth, is preparing to open its new-look 
church building. 

Christmas services are: Sunday, December 18 - 
Nativity service at 10am; Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at 6pm. Christmas Eve - crib service for 
younger children and their families at 4pm; First 
Eucharist of Christmas at 11.30pm. Christmas Day 
- Holy Eucharist at 8 am; All Age Service at 10am. 

There will also be services at St Peter’s Old 
Cogan. Contact Rev Peter Cox on 02920 708952 
for further information. 

ALI DELGADO AT KING BILLY 

THE King William pub would like to point out that 
their Christmas Eve entertainment, Ali Delgado, a 
female solo vocalist, will run from 7pm to 9pm. 

On Friday, December 30, the singer Elisa Jones, 
will perform from 7pm to 9pm. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 

Saturday 17th December-Llantonian Hall 
(behind the library) 10.00am - 3pm 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E: peta @ peartreecott.co.uk 

We will assist you with your 
final gift inspiration 
. and Fairs restart 18th February, 2012 


Charlotte (10) 
joins Cardiff 
cast of Oliver 


A LOCAL young¬ 
ster is to appear in 
Cameron 
Mackintosh’s new 
production of 
Lionel Bart’s smash 
hit musical Oliver! 
at the Wales 
Millennium Centre 
until January 21. 

Charlotte Nicholas 
(10) from Cowbridge, 
will appear in the new 
production, which stars 
Neil Morrissey, of Men 
Behaving Badly and 
Waterloo Road fame as 
Fagin and Samantha 
Barks as Nancy. 

They are joined by 
former The Bill actor 
Iain Fletcher as Bill 
Sikes, whose TV appear¬ 
ances include Casualty, 
Doctors, and Band of 
Brothers. 

Charlotte was chosen 



Charlotte Nicholas, 
photographed by 
Tim Dickenson 


along with another 49 
youngsters in auditions 
last summer. She has 
previously appeared on 
the Donald Gordon stage 
having appeared in the 
Les Miserables tour in 
2009. 





^Borough Arms 

Christmas & New Year Fun 
Friday, 23rd December 

Live Acoustic Vocalist 

FREE ENTRY 


Christmas Eve 

Karaoke Night 

FANCY DRESS OPTIONAL 


? 


Christmas Day open 11am - 2pm 
Boxing Day open from 2pm 

“Jammo” Live Accoustic 

4pm - 7pm 

Charity Race Night 

Proceeds to Help for Heroes 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 


James 

Bond 

00T 



£60 a head or £100 a couple 

includes all drinks, cocktails, hot and cold 
buffet - 3 hours of fun casino, live singer, 
illusionist and disco til 2am 
Limited Availability - Tickets now on sale 

Venu available for Parties 
Buffets & Hot Meals 
Resident DJ & Karaoke Available 

72 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 737060 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF * ETC - 


i ffm 


THE MEAT SUPERSTORE 


Wales Largest Fresh Meat and Frozen Food Outlet 


CHRISTMAS MEAT SPECIALS 


BUY NOW WHILE STOCKS LAST-SAVE 50% 


li JO: 


1; 


SjOOZZ (121b) 


*7 


Ml 

L'jiyn -i b'j'ja 


c 


TURKEYS 

ion Stuffing 


■i j ntt 


:A aolly.J 


FREE 

Sausage Meat 
or Goose Fat 
with each 
bird 


WAS 

£59.99 

NOW 


Bone in 
weight 


£ 29.99 A Li 4lb approx 


HALF 
PRICE 

£ 29 . 99 . 


Only 

120 

Jn stock. 


All 


WAS 
£9.99 per kilo 1 


NOW 


£ 4.99 


kilo> 


iU i ' G-v : 






% 

offJ 


F imrijii'j; 


% 

■ OFF 


vmiHrLLSO&i'j'O&t 


® J $o% 

OFF 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL WEDNESDAY, 21st DECEMBER-WHILE STOC 


t z 


OOANED 

DEEI^( 340 g) 

John West/Princes 

£1.99 

or* 3 for 


V/FM 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 
OPENING HOURS: ^ 

Monday 19th to Wedneaday 21st 8am-6pm * , 

Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rd 7am-7pm H/ll'l-y ,1^ 

Christmas Eve 7am-2pm I to alloj// \ t/'/; 

Christmas Day to Wednesday 28th CLOSED I l// 

Thursday 29th to Saturday 31st 8am-5pm \ }/ ' V // 

Sunday 1st & Monday 2nd CLOSED 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 - NORMAL HOURS 




= HOWTO FIND US: 

THE MEAT Turn at traffic lights at 
SUPERSTORE Dow Corning and head 
z up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

Set your sat navto 

^ CF63 2XA ^ 


TRADE MEATWAREHOUSE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 



PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 

CENTRE 


Idow corning! 


(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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Penarth man suffered 
a ‘horrific wound’ 
after a knife attack 

- CARDIFF CROWN COURT IS TOLD 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


ARMED with a 
knife, a mentally-ill 
man carried out an 
attack in Penarth 
which resulted in 
his victim suffering 
a “horrific wound”, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court has heard. 

Leslie Bann plunged 
the weapon into the 
neck of neighbour, Paul 
Britton, whose life was 
only spared by “the 
grace of God”, said the 
Recorder of Cardiff, 
Judge Nicholas Cooke. 

Bann was arrested 
when a police armed 
response group was 
called in and officers 
were forced to taser him, 
when he began strug¬ 
gling. 

Bann (46), of Glebe 
Street, Penarth, admitted 
a charge of wounding 
with intent and was sen¬ 
tenced to be detained in 
a psychiatric hospital for 
an indefinite period. 

He pleaded not guilty 
to attempted murder, 
which was not proceed¬ 
ed with, and it was 
directed that the charge 
lie on the file. 

The court heard that 
Mr Britton lost so much 
blood, up to four litres 
had to be transfused into 
him. 

Prosecutor Tony 
Trigg said that Mr 
Britton at the time had 
problems with alcohol 
and was also living in 
Glebe Street. 

On the night of June 


21, the two men spent 
about 20 minutes 
together smoking and 
drinking, and then went 
their separate ways. 

A few minutes later, 
Bann asked to borrow 
more tobacco. 

Mr Trigg said that 
suddenly Bann lunged at 
Mr Britton and plunged 
a knife into his neck. 

“Blood spurted from 
the wound,” said Mr 
Trigg. 

Mr Britton managed 
to get into the garden for 
help. 

This was unavailable, 
and he returned to the 
flat where Bann was 
holding a knife and 
laughing. 

Mr Britton then went 
to a nearby pub for help. 
Police later found him 
outside the premises 
with a tea towel over his 
head. 

“His clothes were sat¬ 
urated with blood. He 
was taken to hospital 
and a vascular surgeon 
was brought from the 
Royal Gwent Hospital 
with a police escort and 
he was operated upon. 

“He had a large cut to 
the thyroid gland and 
artery.” 

“It could easily have 
been fatal,” said the 
Judge. 

Mr Trigg said he was 
discharged three days 
later and added: “I’m 
happy to say he has 
moved to the Midlands, 


and is living in a 
Christian hostel. 

“He is free of alcohol 
and is getting on very 
well with his life.” 

The court heard that 
an armed response 
group arrested Bann, 
who told them: “I didn’t 
do it. Just kill me, I want 
to die.” 

There was a struggle 
and he was tasered. He 
later admitted what he 
had done, saying: “I 
heard voices.” 

Mr Trigg said the 
attack had had a pro¬ 
found effect on the vic¬ 
tim, who now had a vis¬ 
ible scar on his neck, 
which had made his 
search for work diffi¬ 
cult. 

Bann, said Mr Trigg, 
suffered from paranoid 
schizophrenia. 

He was said to have 
convictions for causing 
criminal damage, dis¬ 
honesty and assault. 

His counsel Robin 
Shellard, said that for 10 
years, he had struggled 
with increasing mental 
health problems and 
many agencies had 
attempted to help him. 

He would drink too 
much and not take his 
medication. 

In the days leading up 
to the attack, his daugh¬ 
ter, who Bann described 
as ‘the best daughter in 
the world’, had become 
more and more con¬ 
cerned about him and 


attempted to obtain 
help. 

He had become suici¬ 
dal, agitated, said he 
heard voices, and his 
daughter felt he should 
have been sectioned. 

Once, he took 10 
times the dose of his 
medicine and, said Mr 
Shellard, she felt she 
had been sent “from pil¬ 
lar to post”. 

Psychiatrist Dr Peter 
Williams said for 10 
years, Bann had had 
“challenging difficul¬ 
ties” punctuated by 
episodic admissions to 
hospital. There was also 
heavy and protracted 
use of alcohol. 

The judge said he 
could not order one, but 
it would be desirable if 
there was an inquiry into 
the events before the 
stabbing. 

He added that he was 
anxious that there would 
not be a witchhunt. 

The victim, Bann and 
his family were entitled 
to have enquiries made, 
he said. 

The judge added that 
the attack was horrify¬ 
ing, carried out by a man 
suffering from a terrify¬ 
ing illness, for the per¬ 
son who suffers from it 
and because of the risk 
to the public. 

It was clear, said the 
Judge, Bann suffered 
dangerous hallucina¬ 
tions and he would be 
detained for as long as 
was necessary. 


‘Fracking’: Plaid AM questions 
Assembly Environment Minister 


PLAID CYMRU’S 
Leanne Wood has 
called for the 
Environment 
Minister in Wales 
to place a moratori¬ 
um on the extrac¬ 
tion of shale gas 
until more is known 
about the potential 
side-effects. 

The AM for South 
Wales Central ques¬ 
tioned John Griffiths 
during a recent plenary 
session following a con¬ 
troversial planning 
application to begin test 


drilling for shale gas in 
the Vale. 

There has been much 
local opposition to the 
process which is more 
commonly known as 
‘fracking.’ Reports from 
the United States, where 
shale gas extraction is 
more advanced, suggests 
extraction brings a risk 
to ground and surface 
water because of the 
chemicals used in the 
extraction process. 

Ms Wood said: 
“There has been a lot of 
concern about proposals 
to test for the viability of 
hydraulic fracturing in 


the Vale of Glamorgan 
in recent months. 

“As you will be 
aware, this is commonly 
known as fracking, and 
there are many unan¬ 
swered questions about 
its side effects and the 
impact on the local envi¬ 
ronment. 

“In a report that went 
before the Vale Council 
last month, for example, 
Dwr Cymru raised con¬ 
cerns that proposals 
could lead to the con¬ 
tamination of ground 
water, and said that any 
future applications 
should be accompanied 
by an environmental 
statement covering such 
matters. 

“Dwr Cymru sources 
around five per cent of 
its supplies from ground 
water, and elsewhere 
there have been con¬ 
cerns about earth 
tremors. 

“Will you agree to 
make representations to 
your counterparts in 
Westminster to call for a 
moratorium on onshore 
and offshore explo¬ 
ration, development and 
production of shale gas 


until these questions 
over safety and potential 
environmental damage 
are resolved?” 

In reply, the Minister 
said: “As I have stated in 
the Chamber on many 
occasions, I am not able 
to comment on the mer¬ 
its or otherwise of any 
particular planning 
application or develop¬ 
ment. 

“In general, in terms 
of shale gas, I am on 
record as stating the 
Welsh Government’s 
position, which is that 
we understand the con¬ 
cerns that were 
expressed about explo¬ 
ration and the tapping of 
reserves. 

“Our position is to 
communicate those con¬ 
cerns to the UK 
Government and be part 
of the development of 
the UK response. 

“We have our own 
precautionary planning 
approach, which is set 
out in our planning poli¬ 
cy, and indeed in the 
technical advice note on 
mineral policy.” 


Jimbill’s easy 
Fakenham win 

AT Fakenham on Monday, five-year-old 
Jimbill gave the Vale’s Tim Vaughan his 
tenth winner at this far-flung racecourse. 

Confidently ridden by Richard Johnson, 

Jimbill, the odds-on favourite, took the opening 
selling hurdle race coming home 1 7 lengths ahead 
of San Telm. 

Jimbill was Vaughan’s 33rd runner at 
Fakenham, giving him an impressive strike rate of 
more than 41 per cent. 

BRIAN LEE 


Dogs 

Trust’s 

big 

thanks 

STAFF at Dogs 
Trust Bridgend 
have said a heart¬ 
felt thank you to 
everyone who sup¬ 
ported the 
Christmas fair by 
attending, giving a 
donation or by vol¬ 
unteering their 
time. 

Beverley Price, 
rehoming manager at the 
centre said: “We raised 
an incredible £2,700, 
along with other kind 
donations of gifts for the 
dogs in our care. We 
currently have 69 dogs 
here who are all looking 
to swap kennel life for a 
lasting home. 

“We have dogs of all 
shapes, sizes and breeds 
here, so we’d like to 
encourage anyone look¬ 
ing for a dog to pay us a 
visit.” 

In line with its slogan, 
‘A Dog is For Life, not 
just for Christmas’, 

Dogs Trust Bridgend 
will not be rehoming 
between December 19 
and January 2 - although 
people are still welcome 
to visit to see the dogs. 


Mari Llwyd in 
Llantwit fun 




The Welsh mid-winter tradition 
of Mari Llwyd arrived in the 
town of Llantwit Major on 
| December 9, to bring good cheer 
and singing to the town’s pubs. 

The event was organised to 
raise funds for cancer charities. 


PUO 


Fundraising award for 
the Breathe Easy group 


THIS year’s Breathe Easy awards, for 
people with lung conditions, saw 
Bridgend Breathe Easy group win an 
award for fundraising at a ceremony in 
the Welsh capital earlier this month. 

Each year, BLF organises “Breath of Fresh Air 
Awards” for Breathe Easy groups and members who 
have made “outstanding contributions” to support 
their group and the work of BLF over the past year. 
Breathe Easy groups are for people with lung condi¬ 
tions, their families and carers. 

Dr Patrick Flood-Page, chair of BLF Wales, and a 
respiratory consultant, presented the awards to the 
winners at the ceremony. 

Bridgend Breathe Easy group received an award 
for ‘Outstanding Contribution to BLF projects’, 
through their fundraising efforts. 

Chris Mulholland, head of BLF Wales, said: 
“This is a fantastic achievement by the Bridgend 
Breathe Easy group, and we are delighted that they 
have won this award. For many people in Wales, the 
BLF helpline is a lifeline. The same goes for our 
Breathe Easy groups. And medical research is vital 
in helping us understand lung diseases, and develop 
new treatments. 

“None of this would be possible without the 


r 1 A 



Heather Day of Bridgend Breathe Easy 
group receives the group’s award from 
BLF Wales’ chair, Dr Patrick Flood-Page. 

money raised by groups like Bridgend. So I want to 
say thank you to them for their wonderful work, 
helping others to breathe more easily.” 
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This Puss cuts easy swathe 
through your funny bone! 


WHILE the Shrek 
franchise lost a lit¬ 
tle bit of its sparkle 
with every subse¬ 
quent outing, the 
one true stand-out 
was the character 
of Puss In Boots. 

With his smooth 
Spanish style, a sharp¬ 
ened rapier and the 
biggest eyes in anima¬ 
tion, the character’s 
popularity meant that a 
spin-off was a matter of 
when and not if. 

That spin-off finally 
reaches cinema screens 
with the 

originally-titled Puss In 
Boots. Antonio 
Banderas again voices 
the cat, who, along with 
his friends Kitty 
Softpaws (Salma 
Hayek) and Humpty 
Dumpty (Zach 
Galifianakis), attempts 
to track down the evil 
Jack and Jill (Billy Bob 
Thornton and Amy 
Sedaris) who have dis¬ 
covered magic beans 
that could lead to the 
three friends’ fortune... 

When the announce¬ 
ment was made that 
Puss In Boots was to 
have his own spin-off, 
you couldn’t help but 
feel that it was an 
attempt by Dreamworks 
to try and drain a little 
more cash from the 
Shrek well. 

The law of diminish¬ 
ing returns, at least criti¬ 


cally, had struck that 
particular franchise, so a 
reboot using one of the 
most popular characters 
seemed to be a decision 
based more on cash 
flow than creating a 
work of artistic merit. 

Thankfully the end 
product feels less like a 
cash-in, Puss In Boots 
delivering everything 
you would hope for, and 
while hardly pulling up 
trees, has enough about 
it to entertain both 
young and old. 

Certainly it aims to 
be more of a swash¬ 
buckler, the pop culture 
references that at times 
drowned out the come¬ 
dy in the Shrek fran¬ 
chise reduced to noth¬ 
ing, while the comedy 
delivers the broad 
humour so beloved of 
youngsters, with some 
gags aimed squarely at 
the older portion of the 
audience. 

It appears the lessons 
of the green ogre’s 
demise have been 
learned then, the film 
resting squarely on the 
shoulders of Puss and 
his new cohorts, with 
nary a winking cameo 
or portent of things to 
come. Instead, this pre¬ 
quel sets up the charac¬ 
ter superbly well, filling 
in the gaps between his 
birth and his meeting in 
the second Shrek film. 

While an origin story 
of sorts, the script zips 
along at a fiendish pace, 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

its 90-minute running 
time going by in a flash 
with a story that deliv¬ 
ers the requisite amount 
of derring do and spec¬ 
tacle, while still having 
time to delve into the 
pasts of the characters. 

Certainly the main 
characters of Puss and 
Humpty Dumpty feel 
far more fleshed out 
than the villainous Jack 
and Jill (despite their 
quirky characters). But 
by and large, the story 
as a whole is an engag¬ 
ing and pleasant experi¬ 
ence that leaves you 
wanting more come the 
conclusion. 

While Chris Miller 
helmed the disappoint¬ 


ing Shrek the Third, he 
is on far more solid 
ground here, giving the 
film a gorgeous visual 
feel that is only embel¬ 
lished by the use of 3D, 
the colours feeling rich¬ 
er and the depth and 
clarity of the image 
being lent extra power 
by the technology. 

He also is able to 
fashion several 
set-pieces that balance 
drama and comedy, the 
film having a scope that 
is immersive and won¬ 
derful to see. 

The vocal cast are all 
impressive, Antonio 
Banderas nailing the 
tongue-in-cheek 
humour and playfulness 
of the main character, 
yet playing it with the 
smallest of winks, the 
character losing nothing 
in his step-up from 
being a supporting play¬ 
er to a lead character. 

He shares a pleasing 
chemistry with both of 
his main co-stars, 

Salma Hayek being a 
slinky and playful foil 
for Banderas, while 
Zach Galifianakis dials 
down his quirky 
humour and plays it 
(fairly) straight as 
Humpty, the character’s 
sad past given extra 
poignancy by the 
actor’s vocal stylings. 

It’s a shame that Jack 
and Jill aren’t given as 
much to do, as Billy 
Bob Thornton and Amy 
Sedaris do sterling work 


as the villainous pair. 
However, as in the 
script, the pair are short¬ 
changed by having very 
little to do, the charac¬ 
ters carrying a menace 
that, come the film’s 
conclusion, is nullified 
by the bigger story. 

While an entertaining 
spectacle, there isn’t 
much to really make 
Puss In Boots stand out 
from the crowd other 
than name recognition; 
but what there is of it 
makes for an entertain¬ 
ing way to spend an 
hour and a half of your 
life. 

Slight but hugely 
entertaining, this Puss 
will be be catnip if you 
love his adventures! 

VERDICT An enter 
taining first full-length 
outing for the 
wide-eyed kitten, Puss 
In Boots has enough 
excitement, comedy and 
adventure to amuse the 
audience without overt¬ 
ly stretching itself. 

It may not have the 
long-life factor, but it 
will certainly keep you 
engaged throughout, 
and the prospects of fur¬ 
ther adventures for Puss 
certainly wouldn’t be 
sniffed at! Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Shrek 
franchise (2001-2010), 
The Mask Of Zorro 
(1998) 


‘Voyage’ into the past 
that takes in Barry 


KCXDK MBVUEW 

by MIKE WILCOCK 


COASTER of South Wales by 
Bernard McCall £17.50. 

With almost 100 pages of full 
colour photographs featuring coasters 
at ports from Swansea to Chepstow, 
this is another excellent book to add 
to the Christmas present list, for those 
interested in local shipping and indus¬ 
trial history. 

Many of the photographs illustrate 
the changing scene in traditional port 
areas and I was especially interested 
in Barry Docks, with over a dozen 
colour images starting at Barry 
Roads. 

As an example on page 36, the 
coaster Mossville heads towards the 
locks in 1969, passing Nell’s Point 
and the large Butlin’s holiday camp 
seen in the distance. 

Memories come flooding back of 
the days when over 5,000 people 
would enjoy their holiday in south 
Wales at this special attraction. 

The narrative on every page lists 
the national flag of the ship, its gross 



registered tonnage and the final two 
digits indicate the year the ship was 
built. 

The author and photographers have 
included views of unfamiliar wharves 
and jetties in the area and also the 
background scenes add to each of 
over 116 images. 

Although I’m a railway enthusiast, 
a chance to review a book on ship¬ 
ping came as a pleasant suprise. 

The information contained in this 
book on ship design, size, history and 
ownership gave me many hours of 
reading and now I will take my video 
camera along the coast to follow the 
Coaster of South Wales. 

For details of how to get the book, 
visit www.coastalshipping.co.uk 


‘STILL TIME 
FOR A LETTER 
FROM SANTA’ 

THE NSPCC is reminding parents in the 
area that there is still time to add some 
extra magic to a child’s Christmas this 
year by ordering a letter from Santa. 

The charity’s annual fundraising campaign 
gives family and friends the chance to nominate a 
special child to receive a personalised letter from 
Santa, for a suggested donation of £5. 

More than 200,000 letters have already been 
ordered, with more than 11,000 ordered by local 
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends 
in Wales. 

NSPCC community fundraising manager for 
the Vale, Jo Leonard said: “This year’s Letter 
from Santa campaign has already raised an 
amazing amount of money for our services and 
helplines, which includes our ChildLine service 
for children and young people. But our elves still 
have more magical letters they can send to local 
children so please get your orders in before 
December 18. 

“By making a donation when arranging for a 
child or newborn baby to receive a personalised 
letter from Santa, people will be helping to make 
sure ChildLine volunteers are there to support 
young people whenever they need us - including 
over the Christmas period.” 



Lighting up 
festive time 
at the Murch 

PLAID Cymru AM Leanne Wood helped 
local residents kick-start the festive peri¬ 
od by switching on Christmas lights in 
Dinas Powys. 

Residents at The Murch turned out for an evening 
of minced pies, mulled wine, dancing, singing and a 
raffle at the office of the All Saints Domiciliary Care 
Agency, where a Christmas party was being held. 

Leanne was joined (above) by her former 
Assembly colleague, Chris Franks, who is a local 
resident. 

Ms Wood, a regional Assembly Member for south 
Wales central, which includes the Vale, said: 

“It was great to see the children and parents 
enjoying themselves at this event, which brought 
together the community in this part of Dinas Powys. 

“The effort that people made in dressing up was 
impressive and I was pleased to play a small part in 
the evening.” 


Zumba in aid 
of Ty Hafan 



ABOVE: 

Hayley Mason and Tracy Jones, Ty Hafan 
family support team members. 


Ty Hafan staff mem¬ 
bers Hayley Mason and 
Tracy Jones are taking 
part in a Ty Hafan 
Zumba event on 
January 15 at Sport 
Wales in Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff. 

Hosted by Curves, 
there will be two ses¬ 
sions each lasting for 
two hours at which 
participants will learn 
eight new dances in the 
first hour and then 


perform them in the 
second. 

People can choose to 
take part in one or 
both sessions. 

Registration opens 
at 10am with refresh¬ 
ments served after each 
session. 

Registration is now 
live online at 
www.tyhafan.org/zumb 
a or call 029 2067 2060 
to reserve a place. 



Kiddie Winkles wow 
parents in concert 


KIDDIE WINKLES Playgroup 
performed their Nativity con¬ 
cert on December 8 when 
Crossway Methodist Church 
was packed with relatives, 
friends and church members. 

After the concert mince pies 
and drinks were served in the 
hall. 

Today, December 15, at 
11am, there is a Christingle 


service in Crossway Methodist 
Church, with Rev Peter Taylor 
conducting. 

Tomorrow, the group has 
been invited to Tesco on Port 
Road, Barry to sing carols at 
the front of the store, to help 
raise funds for Alzheimers 
charity and will be in Christmas 
fancy dress between 10.30am 
and 11am. 


Has anyone 
lost a little 
blind cat? 



A LITTLE blind cat 
called Currant has 
touched the hearts of 
staff at Cats 
Protection’s Bridgend 
Adoption centre after 
she was found wander¬ 
ing at Bridgend 
SWALEC site. 

The centre was con¬ 
tacted on November 21 
by concerned staff at 
SWALEC who reported a 
tabby cat was in serious 
danger of being run over 
on the busy road at the 
industrial estate. 

She had managed to 
survive for two weeks on 
the industrial estate as 
concerned staff had put 
food out for her. 

The little cat was put 
in an emergency pen at 
the centre and given the 
name Currant. 

It was then discovered 
that sadly, Currant was 
blind. Cat carer Katie 
Edwards reported: 

“When I went to scan 
Currant for a microchip, 
she walked straight up to 
me and started meowing. 
There didn’t appear to 
be any problem with her 
eye sigh, but knowing 
what I know now the 
poor little cat was 
responding to my voice. ” 

Currant has now been 
fully examined by a spe¬ 
cialised vet at Shepherds 
hospital who believes 
she has been blind for 
some time and says is in 
a very good condition. 

Bridgend Adoption 
Centre staff are now 
hoping for a happy end¬ 
ing, and are and trying 
to reunite Currant with 
her owners in time for 
Christmas. 

They are wondering if 
she made her way to the 
industrial estate in a 
courier van which could 
mean she is from anoth¬ 
er area. If the centre is 
unable to locate 
Currant’s owner, they 
will look for a suitable 
home for her. 

Contact the centre on 
01656 724396 or email 
bridgend@cats.org.uk if 
you have any informa- 
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GOLD OUTSIDE? STAY WARM INSIDE! 


Age Concern’s guide to 
staying warm this winter 


T he cold 
weather is 
well and 

truly with us now, 
and Age Concern 
has issued some 
practical advice on 
staying warm and 
healthy through 
the worst of the 


winter. 

TO MAKE 
YOURSELF 
WARMER: 

• Wear several thin 
layers, rather than one 
thick layer. This is 
because they trap 
warm air close to the 
body. 

• Go for clothes 


Full Independence Ltd 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

Easy Bathing Specialists 
Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

CHRISTMAS OFFER: Get a free 
circulation booster pack worth £ 199.99 
with every walk in bath installation 
ordered before December 25th 2011. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND HAVE A 
LOOK AT THE WALK IN BATHS 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, Rhoose, 
VoG, CF62 3EA 



made from wool, cot¬ 
ton or fleecy fabrics, 
if possible. 

• Draw your cur¬ 
tains, as soon as it 
gets dark to stop the 
heat escaping and the 
draughts coming in. 

• Keep any win¬ 
dows and internal 
doors closed when it’s 
cold - this will keep 
heat inside, where 
you most need it. 

• A lot of heat is 
lost through the head 
and neck, so if you’re 
chilly indoors, try 
wearing a hat and 
scarf. 

• Your body keeps 
warm by burning 
food you’ve eaten, so 


make sure you have 
regular hot meals that 
contain carbs, such as 
potatoes, pasta, bread 
and rice. 

Try porridge with 
hot milk for breakfast 
and soups and stews 
for lunch and dinner. 

• If you’re sitting 
down, a shawl or 
blanket will provide 
extra warmth. 

You should also try 
to keep your feet up, 
because air is cooler 
at ground level. 

• Wear warm 
clothes in bed. 

When it’s really 
cold, wear thermal 
underwear, bed socks 
and even a hat. 


We can come to you 
if you can’t come to us 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact The Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Tel: 029 2046 1964 or 
07702 748730 

www hpwtmhousa.co.ufc 


CARE VISITS AT HOME 

We care passionately 


bluebird 

care 

Cardiff South 
and the Vale 


Call our frienc 


onal team 


920 5904^ 


'Show them that you 
care this Christmas’ 

- urges local company 


F OR many peo¬ 
ple, Christmas 
is a time for 
family and friends - 
but according to the 
charity, Friends of 
the Elderly, around 
500,000 older peo¬ 
ple in the UK spend 
Christmas Day 
alone. 

Care at home 
provider Bluebird Care, 
which supports dis¬ 
abled and elderly cus¬ 
tomers throughout 
Cardiff and the Vale, 
believes that much 
more could be done to 
help the more vulnera¬ 
ble people in our com¬ 
munity. While some 
rely on 24 hour live-in 


SEASONED 

FIREWOOD 

Logs for Sale ^ 

2 x Jumbo t f 

Sacks l i 

1 x Large 
Pack of Kindling 

£130 UP 

Free delivery within the Vale. 

Tel: 01443 629192 


care, others simply 
need a 15 minute visit 
each day, help with 
shopping or cooking, or 
just to know that a 
carer is on-hand. 

“There’s no question 
that, for some elderly 
people, life is lonely,” 
said Huw Owen, man¬ 
aging director of 
Bluebird Care. 

“Of course this feel¬ 
ing will be accentuated 
at this time of year and 
we should all help 
ensure that older people 
around us are safe, 
well, and in good spir¬ 
its.” 

The Friends of the 
Elderly survey revealed 
that one in four people 
would not be including 
elderly relatives, neigh¬ 
bours or community 
members in their sea¬ 
sonal celebrations and 
activities. 

“It really doesn’t 
take much,” said Owen. 
“Sometimes a friendly 
phonecall or popping in 
for a chat can be 
enough. 

“That’s actually one 
of a range of services 
we offer at Bluebird 


Uandow Metals 




Call: 01446 792669 
or 07966 171840 


VALE PLUMBING & 
0 HEATING SERVICES 

• Boiler Installations 

• Powerflushing Specialist 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Valliant Boiler 
Specialist 

• Domestic Plumbing 

• g^raH®b^fikefs^r<yiii$iai!0co.uk 


Tel. 07929168006 - 07966 273839 



Care and we know this 
sort of regular contact 
with our carers makes 
all the difference.” 

The knock-on effects 
of isolation can have a 
profound effect: 
“Loneliness lowers 
people’s self-worth, it 
can make them 
depressed and affects 
health and diet,” said 
Owen. “Bluebird Care 
will be working around 


the clock over the fes¬ 
tive period to make 
sure that our customers 
have a happy 
Christmas. 

“There are around a 
million older people 
living alone in the UK, 
and I urge everyone to 
do their bit for their 
elderly relatives and 
neighbours, particularly 
at this time of year,” he 
added. 


HAIR by CLARE 

EXPERIENCED NOBILE HAIRDRESSER 



07846 601197 OR 01656 655517 


Jan’s 


Cleaning Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 

★ One-Off Cleans/Weekly/Monthly 

★ No job too small 

★ Superb service/reasonable price 


PLUS: MR MULTIFIX 

Your reliable handyman. Specialist in 
kitchen and bathroom installations 


Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


www.dolphin-stairlifts.co.uk 

shop online or phone for an appointment 

on Freephone 0800 093 2293 
for all your DAILY LIVING AIDS ... 

DOLPHIN 


Stairlifts 




our reconditioned 
now with 

a N< 

year 


01633 

Unit 12, Crawford Street, Newport 
Email: info@ i i .co.uk www..co.uk 


mm 
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PETERSTON PANTO AND NATIVITY 
PLAYS DELIGHT MUMS AND DADS 



VALE YOUTH FORUM 
HANDED AWARDS 
BY THE VALE MAYOR 


PETERSTON-SUPER-ELY Primary School presented two 
Christmas shows in one on December 6,7 and 8. 

The nursery and reception pupils performed a traditional 
Nativity while the seniors acted our the pantomine Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 

The school hall was packed for all shows, while headteacher, 
Tara Lloyd, underlined the hard work of both pupils and staff 
which ensured highly successful and enjoyable productions. 
GEM photographer IAN DIXON was there to capture the 
colourful scenes as the pupils prepared to go on stage. 


LOCAL PUPILS JOIN IN CONCERT 


THE St Nicholas day Christmas concert at Ewenny priory church, was again hosted by Vale AM, 
Jane Hutt, who welcomed pupils from Llangewydd Junior School Bridgend and Holton Junior 
School, Barry.She commented: “The concert at Ewenny Priory, as part of the Ewenny Arts 
Festival, was a wonderful success. ” 


THE Vale Youth Forum recently held 
their AGM when young people from all 
over the area received commitment 
award certificates. 

Following their meeting, the Mayor of 
the Vale of Glamorgan, Coun John 
Clifford, hosted a reception to congratu¬ 


late them on their awards. 

The Vale Youth Forum has over 30 
members, elected by their peers to repre¬ 
sent their views and concerns. 

Contact Helena Jones on 02920 701254 
or email valeyouthforum@hotmail.co.uk 
for further information. 
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VALE SHOW SOCIETY CELEBRATES 
SUCCESSFUL YEAR AT PRIZEGIVING 



Gwyn Anthony 
of Haregrove 
Farm, Laleston. 


The Vale Show 
chairman, Robert 
Llewellyn of Great 
House farm, Pyle. 


Paul Llewellyn of New 
Beaupre Farm, St Hilary. 


Lyndon Joseph of Mount 
Pleasant Farm, Stormy Down. 


Tony Thomas of Pancross 
Farm. 


David James of The Grange, 
Wick. 


Photographs by HEATHER MARCH 


AN excellent evening was had 
by all in St Mary’s Hotel and 
Country Club recently when 
the Vale of Glamorgan Show 
held its annual dinner and 
field class prizegiving. 

Following the dinner, Robert 
Llewellyn of Great House Farm, 
Penllyn, the chairman of the society 
announced the prize winners for 2011 
with the society’s president, Coun 
Jeffrey James, awarding the cups. 

Prizewinners included: 

• T D Llewellyn & Son, St Hilary 
- best clamp of silage. 

• T W Jarvis & Son, Gelli Gill, 
Llansannor - best bale of silage. 

• Lyndon Joseph, Mount Pleasant 
Farm, Stormy Down - long term 
grass ley. 

• G Anthony & Son, Haregrove 
Farm, Laleston - short term grass ley. 

• G Morgan & Son, Village House, 
Marcross _ best field of winter barley. 

• W James & Son, the Grange, 
Wick - best field of winter oats. 

• V J Thomas & Son, Pancross 
Farm, Llancarfan - best field of winter 
wheat. 

• R D Edwards & Son, Pwllywrach 
Farm, Colwinston - best field of 
spring barley. 

• R & L Anthony, Tythegston 
Farm, Bridgend - best winter oilseed 
crop. 

• AR & HC Thomas, Sealand 
Farm, Wick - best field of beans. 

• R & L Anthony, Tythegston 
Farm, Bridgend - best field of maize. 


• R & L Anthony, Tythegston 
Farm, Bridgend - best clamp of 
maize. 

• Robert Thomas, Ruthin Farm, St 
Mary Hill - best acre of potatoes. 

• G Anthony & Son, Haregrove 
Farm, Laleston — best group of eight 
in calf heifers. 

The Cup for the winner of the most 
points in the combinable crop section 
was won by David James of The 
Grange, Wick and the Victor Ludorum 
Trophy for the highest number of 
points in the agricultural section on 
day 2011 was won by M A Webber and 
K Rickard, Castle Farm, Bisht, 
Newport. 

The president, Coun Jeffrey James, 
said he was thoroughly enjoying his 
time in office. He was amazed to see 
how much actually happens on the 
field during show day. For example, 
the dog show is one of the largest in 
Wales. 

He congratulated the society on a 
successful 2011 show and thanked 
them for all their hard work. 

The society is looking forward to 
hosting the 2012 show on August 22 at 
Fonmon Castle. It has announced that 
the Devil’s Horsemen will be the main 
ring attraction, with a medieval joust¬ 
ing display, featuring amazing horse¬ 
manship skills. 

They supply horses and stuntmen 
for many of the films now being made 
in Britain. 

For further information, log onto 
www.valeofglamorganshow.co.uk or 
telephone 01446 710099. 


Local trio take 
to the big stage 



THREE local youngsters are to 
appear in Cameron Mackintosh’s 
new production, of Lionel Bart’s 
smash hit musical Oliver! at Wales 
Millennium Centre, which runs 
until January 21. 

Oliver Bartlett (12) and Lucy 
Miles, nine, both from Barry, 
appears in the show alongside 
Rebekah West (11) from Dinas 
Powys. 


Photo by 
TIM 

DICKESON 


The show stars Neil Morrissey, of 
Men Behaving Badly and Waterloo 
Road fame as Fagin, and Samantha 
Barks as Nancy. 

Samantha was a finalist in the 
BBC talent show I’d Do Anything 
and made her West End debut as 
Eponine in Les Miserables last year. 

Oliver, Lucy and Rebekah were 
chosen along with another 47 young¬ 
sters in auditions last summer. 



Christopher Edwards of Pwllywrach Farm, 
Colwinston, receives his trophy from Coun Jeff 
James. 


Mrs Lynwen Anthony of 
Tythegston Farm, Bridgend. 


Peter Jarvis, Gelli Goll Farm, 
Llansannor. 


NEWS ROUND-UP FROM YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 


Rugby honour for brothers 


YOUNG Einan and 
Tiernan Scott from 
year-13 were select¬ 
ed to play at 
Llandovery College 
for the Welsh 
Academicals 
against both Christ 
College and 

Llandovery College. 

The Welsh 

Academicals are a repre¬ 
sentative team selected 
from educational institu¬ 
tions in Wales. They are 
well known and respect¬ 
ed within the rugby com¬ 
munity. 

In two very entertain¬ 
ing matches Einan and 
Tiernan made significant 
contribution to two well- 
earned victories. They 
were a credit to the 
school and the PE depart¬ 
ment. Well done boys! 

Gymnastic 

success 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to year-7, 8 and 9 pupils 
on their successes in the 
Welsh Gymnastics com¬ 
petition, especially to the 
year-7 boys’ team, who 
are now Welsh champi¬ 
ons. 

They are Joseff 
Williams, Andrew Lewis, 
Rhys Davies, Gethin 
Evans, Jac Marshall and 
Saul Connelly. 

The year-7 girls team 
came fourth in Wales and 
both years-8 and 9 boys 
and girls team came third 
in Cardiff and the Vale. 


Llangrannog 

LAST week, year-7 pupils 
had a thoroughly enjoy¬ 
able week at Gwersyll yr 
Urdd Llangrannog. 

Languages 
transition day 

RECENTLY, year-6 
pupils from all five of our 
feeder schools came to 
Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 
for a languages transition 
day. 

They started the day 
with croissants and 
juiced served by the sixth 
formers before going on 
to French parachute 
games in the hall, making 
Christmas cards in the art 
department and many 
other taster activities in 
Spanish, German and 
French. 

New school 
football kit 

PETER Griffiths came to 
present a new year-8 
football kit to the PE 
department this week. 

PG10 has sponsored 
Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 
as part of the Kick Back 
Scheme. The Kick Back 
Scheme supports schools 
and communities, 
encouraging children to 
get active and to take part 
in sports, in particular 
football. 

For more information 
go to www.pglOcoach- 
ing.co.uk 
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Porthcawl Christmas event ushers in the 




festive season with a days entertainment 


THIS year’s Porthcawl Christmas event, 
organised by the town council, celebrated 
the switching-on of the Christmas lights, 
and the start of the festive season. 

There were Christmas carols, and Santa 
(courtesy of the Porthcawl Lions) was all set 
up in his grotto in the YMCA - and these two 
young visitors (below) were delighted to see 
him! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN 


ABOVE: Town mayor Coun Barbara Stubbs 
being interviewed by Lee Jukes of Bridge FM. 


BELOW: 

A special guest 
(right) was 
Paralympic cyclist 
Simon Richardson, 
who is recovering 
after being injured 
in a road traffic 
incident. 


LEFT: 


Who cares if it’s cold 
when you are dressed 
up in a teddy bear 
costume! 


Bridgend hold off late Cowbridge 
fightback in under-lls match-up 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-lls 
had an away fix¬ 
ture against 

Cowbridge. 

The Ath made an 
early break through 
Megan Webb, who ran 
the length of the field 
but was tackled just 
short of the line. 

They continued to 
press but were unable to 
score and it was 
Cowbridge who broke 
away for the first try of 
the game, which was 
converted. 

The Ath conceded 


several penalties and 
were unable to get over 
the opposition line. The 
second half saw both 
teams tackling well. 

As in the first half, 
the Ath were penalised 
several times and were 
unable to gain much 
momentum when 
attacking. 

Cowbridge scored the 
second try of the game 
after the ball was spread 
wide, and it was con¬ 
verted to make it 14-0, 
which was the final 
score. 

Game two saw the 
Ath make several 


changes. The first half 
was an even affair, nei¬ 
ther side managed to 
break the deadlock 
before half time. 

The second half saw 
the Ath press really well 
and they were rewarded 
when Oran Harry forced 
his way over the line to 
score. 

Connor Fabian con¬ 
verted to make it 7-0. 

The Ath continued to 
show great determina¬ 
tion and Sion Vigus 
found space to go over 
and extend the Ath lead 
to 12-0. 

Cowbridge managed 


to score a late try but the 
Ath managed to hold on 
for a 12-5 win. 

Team: Thomas 

Anthony, Jack Obbard, 
Gwilym John, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Ffion 
Revill, Megan Webb, 
Connor Fabian, Sion 
Vigus, Sam Veasey, Jack 
Mustoe, Louis King, 
Brandyn Fookes, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd 
Beech, Josh Tidy, 
Thomas Reed, Taine 
Waite, Jack Jenkins, 
William Goodhall, Dan 
O ’Sullivan, Oran 
Harry. 

BR 


ABOVE: Porthcawl’s ‘Green Man’. 


ABOVE: 

One very welcome 
feature of every 
Porthcawl Christmas 
event is the hot 
chestnut stand 
operated by the 
Round Table. 


ABOVE: Santa meets the firefighters. 


‘ Hi, I’m Bart!’ 


Cats Protection, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 

Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend. manager@cats. org. uk 


MY name is Bart - do 
you like my pose? I am 
desperate to be in a new 
home. I would suit a 
quiet home and do get 
on with other animals. I 
am only eight years old, 
please come and meet me 
at the Bridgend Adoption Centre. 


o 
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Cross Inn offers 
‘masterchef’ 
style cooking at 
affordable prices 



I T is two years since the 
father and son team of 
Arthur and Liam O’Leary 
took over the Cross Inn, just 
outside Cowbridge, and in 
that time they have put their 
own stamp on the pub - in 
particular by introducing a 
new menu, and by redesigning 
the dining room. 

The result is a cosy room, with an 
open fire in the hearth, that sums up 
the pleasures of dining out in a coun¬ 
try pub. 

The next step for the pair was mak¬ 
ing that difficult decision for any eat¬ 
ing establishment - just where to 
place yourself in the market. 

Do you offer a high- end gourmet 
experience at prices to match, or 
embrace the wholesome, tasty and 
good value philosophy? 

You could, of course, try and com¬ 
bine the two and, on the evidence of 
our meal, that is what the Cross Inn 
has managed. 

In fact, when our main courses 
were presented, my guest took out her 
iPhone to send a picture to friends to 
make them jealous! 

She had ordered pan-fried pheasant 
breasts with grilled bacon, braised 
cabbage and saute potatoes, and the 
plate looked spectacular, with each 
component arranged masterchef style 
- and the flavours did not disappoint 
either. 

Both the cabbage and the saute 
potatoes had their own sauces to add 
to the dish, as did the pheasant and 
bacon, which was the centrepiece. 

So, a plate of food with a definite 
wow factor - made all the more spe¬ 
cial by the price, which was just 
£9.95! 

All of the above also applied to my 
main course of oven-roasted duck 
breast, mash potato, roasted vegeta¬ 
bles and a port sauce, at £10.95, with 
the ingredients arranged artfully 
around the plate, and the vegetables in 
a ‘tower’ topped off by the spinach. 

It was another main course with 
real visual appeal, and once again the 
flavours brought out the best in the 
ingredients. 

I’m not a great fan of spinach but 
this was excellent. My only minor 
quibble would be that there was more 
mashed potato than I could manage! 

I’ve jumped straight to the main 
courses, but the starters were also 
excellent. My guest chose the soup of 
the day - pea and ham - which was 
packed with both, and bursting with 
flavour. 

I chose the homemade fish cake, 
which turned out to be very light and 
fluffy, made with plenty of salmon 
and hake, and came with a tartar 
sauce, again homemade, which set the 
dish off perfectly. 


ABOVE and BELOW: 
Cross Inn food has a 
strong visual impact! 



When it came to choosing a main 
course there were plenty of other 
options, and I was certainly tempted 
by the fish dishes; for instance the 
grilled brill fillets with a paprika dust¬ 
ing, mash potato and neapolitan sauce 
(£8.95), or the pan-seared halibut 
steak, roasted root vegetables and 
saute thyme masada of potato. 

All the main courses mentioned so 
far were off the ‘specials board’ but 
the Cross Inn also has a series of reg¬ 
ular main courses on the menu, 
including deep fried fish of the day, 
Glamorgan sausages and a ‘pie of the 
day’. 

On to the desserts, and these did 
not disappoint either. I chose a vanilla 
and lemon pannacotta, and had 
absolutely no complaints, as the taste 
of both ingredients came through 
strongly. 

My companion, an afficionado of 
sticky toffee pudding, pronounced 
hers to be as good as she had tasted, 
with a rich sauce melting into the 
smooth ice cream that accompanied it. 

The Vale has a fair number of good 
eating establishments, and Arthur and 
Liam have chosen to fight their comer 
with excellent food at prices that are 
more than a pleasant surprise. 

The wine list has been selected to 
give plenty of choice, but also with a 
budget in mind, and plenty of bottles 
are in the £13 to £17 range, as well as 
a number slightly higher. 

Our two three-course meals worked 
out at less than £20 per head, exclud¬ 
ing wine, which has to be great value 
these days. 

The Cross Inn also offers a two- 
course lunch (Monday to Friday) for 
just £8.95, a one course Sunday lunch 
for £7.95 (and a three-course for 
£12.45) and it is also still offering a 
choice of Christmas menus. 

They also scored top marks for 
hygeine standards in the council’s 
‘scores on the doors’ rating system. 

Contact the Cross Inn on 01446 
772995. 
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Future Window Solutions offers 
commitment and great customer service 

Craig Harewood 

I CRAIG and Dina Harewood of Future Window Solutions, which has 
provided home improvement and building services to commercial 
and residential clients for many years, believe that the company’s 
attention to detail is one of its great strengths. 

Craig explained: “We are a family mn company and have grown from strength to 
strength with our commitment and the fact that good customer service is our priority. 

“Future Window Solutions are members of Network Veka. It is an independent 
nationwide organisation set up to give our customers peace of mind that they have 
selected a highly respected and professional local company that has the backing of a 
national trade organisation. 

“Veka constantly monitors our performance to ensure we maintain the high standard 
of workmanship that is not only required for our continued membership, but also to 
ensure all our work and products meet the required standards set by the Government’s 
building regulations that covers energy performance that will help save on your 
' energy bills.” 

Among the company’s clients are Domestic Property, Ashgrove School Penarth, Mynydd Cynfig School Bridgend, Barclays 
Bank branches, Dwr Cymru, Youth Offenders’ Centre, car showrooms, local estate agencies and Local Authorities. 

Dina said: “We offer a wide range of products and services. 

“All types of building work are ‘project managed’ from planning all the way through to completion. 

“We supply and install high quality Veka PVC-u windows, doors, sash, bi-folds and other materials. 

“We also specialise in conservatories, organgeries, and garage conversions. The products we supply are ‘energy efficient’ | 
as standard. 

“The company also provides a ‘no job is too small’ repair 
service.” 

Future Window Solutions takes pride in the fact that the 
majority of enquiries come via recommendation and believe its 
high standards is responsible for the work. 

Craig added: “People should be assured that all tenders and 
enquiries will have our full co-operation and full attention at all 
times. 

“Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any 
further information.” 

Future Window Solutions would like to wish all its 
customers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the 
team. 

Craig and Dina Harewood would also like to thank the staff 
I and team for all their hard work this year. 
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The Future Window Solutions team is celebrating 
another successful year. 




Future 


Window 


Solutions^ 


futurewindow@btconnect.com 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 

MAKE YOUR HOUSE MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS WINTER 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY 


AN X. ■ 

pictures 

are of works 

carried out by 

Future 

Window 

Solutions 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 
Open soon on Saturdays 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone: 0800 032 0921 


•A rated energy efficient 
glass as standard 
Garage conversions 
Full design packages 
for all orangeries, 
conservatories & kitchens 
•Free estimates and 
quotations 
No job too small 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
COME WITH A 10 YEAR 
INSURANCE BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


FENSAl 
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ALL THE FUN OF THE PETERSTON FAIR, 
AS SANTA MAKES GUEST APPEARANCE! 




PETERSTON-SUPER-ELY Church in Wales 
Primary School held its Christmas fair on 
Saturday, December 3 and GEM photogra¬ 
pher Ian Dixon was on hand to capture all the 
excitement. 

There was all the usual festive fun, including 
lots of stalls, turkey rolls and mulled wine, as well 
as a chance for children to see Father Christmas 
in his grotto. 

Photographs 
by 

IAN DIXON 
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Wyn Calvin ‘stars’ at 
English Speaking Union 


THE south Wales branch of the English 
Speaking Union recently enjoyed a festive 
evening at Howells’ School, Llandaff, by 
permission of the principal, Mrs Sally 
Davis. 

The school senior choir sang carols, joined lustily 
by the audience, and an elegant supper followed. 
Then there was a hilarious entertainment by Wyn 
Calvin who is a member of the branch. 

Literary lunches and social events raise money to 
support a Welsh schools public speaking competition 
and backs projects as diverse as Bolivian Street Kids 
and a Shakespeare training course for teachers. 

For information, contact chairman Derek Morgan 
on 01656 669129. 


ABOVE: 
Branch 
members 
Roy Noble and 
Wyn Calvin 
enjoyed 
the evening 
with their wives. 

Photo by 
HEATHER 
MARCH 


Peter Pan will 
make a loving 
companion 

THIS WEEK: 

PETER PAN is a 
two-year-old 
Dachshund cross, 
and is a bright little 
dog who enjoys a 
good run off lead 
with a friend. 

He is quite a sen¬ 
sitive little chap, but 
is much more confi¬ 
dent when he is 
with other dogs. 

He is house- 
trained and fine 
when left for a few 
hours. 

In the right home 
he will make a fun, 
affectionate and 
rewarding little 
companion. 

If you are think¬ 
ing of offering a 
home to a dog, 
please pop up to 


visit us - we have 
lots of different 
types and breeds of 
dogs, and would 
love to help you find 
your perfect furry 
friend. 

• There is still 
time to let a lovely 
dog spend his first 
Christmas with you! 
Contact Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
on 01656 725219 if 
you can help. 
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Local martial arts club 
gets back to nature 


THE Senshi Do 
Karate and 

Kickboxing Club 
recently held its 
annual residential 
camp at the Urdd 
Centre in 

Llangrannog. 

Residential camps are 
a traditional part of mar¬ 
tial arts training and 
offer the chance to learn 
and hone skills in an 
intensive and focused 
environment. 

Besides karate and 
kickboxing training, the 
club’s Senseis had 
organised a varied and 
action-packed schedule. 

Members enjoyed the 
go karting, ski slope 
tobogganing, climbing 
wall, archery and obsta¬ 
cle course facilities. 

Sunday began with an 
early morning training 
session at Llangrannog 
beach, including martial 
arts training in the sea. 
Fortunately the camp 
coincided with some 
warm and sunny weath¬ 
er! 

The most serious side 
of the karate camp 


r 


v 

involved grading oppor¬ 
tunities for all students - 
in particular those who 
had already achieved 
‘national’ level. 

This includes every¬ 
body from 8th Kyu and 
above in karate, where a 
pre-determined number 
of one minute fights 
had to be completed to 
progress to the next 
belt. 

The camp was a 
tremendous success 
with all candidates suc¬ 
cessfully grading, 
including Huw Price, 
who achieved his 1st 
Dan black belt. 


The training was 
challenging but the 
organisers successfully 
balanced things with 
fun activities - not least 
the sayonara party on 
the final night where 
belt presentations were 
made. 

On the last morning, 
everybody jumped into 
the centre’s swimming 
pool for a much needed 
warm down and stretch¬ 
ing session before 
heading home. 

Senshi Do Karate 
and Kickboxing is a 
family run, not for prof¬ 
it club, that teaches a 


wide range of martial 
arts and self defence 
techniques. 

Children (aged six 
and upwards) and 
adults are welcome, 
with sessions running 
at Cefn Glas Scout Hall 
on Sundays (6pm) and 
Tuesdays (7pm). 

Thursday night sessions 
are held upstairs at The 
Hunter’s Lodge in 
Brackla (6.30pm). To 
learn more, telephone 
07791 412864 or visit 
the club website 
http://senshido- 
wales.webs.com. 

HP 



Good preparation for 
challenges of the league 


Bridgend Athletic 15 
Glamorgan Wanderers 0 


WITH both sides 
having a bye in the 
first round of the 
Swalec Cup, Division 
One West side 
Bridgend Athletic 
arranged a home 
friendly with Division 
One East Glamorgan 
Wanderers. 

Following heavy mid¬ 
week rain the pitch was 
very heavy and greasy on 
top which made running 
rugby difficult. 

However both sides 
fought a very competitive 
battle with the Athletic 
finishing 15-0 victors. 

The first half hour was 
quite a dogged affair as 
both sets of packs looked 
to impose themselves on 
the game. 

The Athletic scrum, 
with the front row of 
Wayne Fookes, Simon 
Mustoe and Rod Apsee, 
was gaining the upper 
hand. Young Morgan 
Evans benefitted at lock 
from the experienced Paul 
Jones alongside him. 

Kyle Galtry, who has 
joined the club from 
Pontycymmer this season 
playing mainly at lock or 
flanker, showed his versa¬ 
tility with an excellent 
performance at No 8, and 
had captain Matthew 
Hillman and youngster 
Stuart Edbrooke along¬ 
side him. 

As the half progressed 
the Athletic pack got on 
top and eventually 
brought their backs into 
play. 

After 35 minutes the 
deadlock was broken. 

Scrum half Tom Davies 
did well to win turnover 
ball on his own 22 quick¬ 
ly releasing flanker 
Matthew Hillman to carry 
the ball into the 
Wanderers’ half. 


When halted, the ball 
was transferred via out¬ 
side half Tom Parry to 
centres Stuart Morris and 
James Olds. 

Full back Michael 
Hathaway entered the line 
and dummied to pass to 
wing Lewis Harry but 
broke inside to cross wide 
out for an excellent 
Athletic try. 

Parry converted to 
score 155th point of the 
season and give Athletic a 
7-0 half-time lead. 

The game remained 
competitive in the second 
half. It took another 
moment of Athletic magic 
to break down a deter¬ 
mined Wanderers defence. 

Full back Mike 
Hathaway gathered the 
ball inside his own half 


and slipped the ball to 
wing Lyndsey 

MaCausland, who 

showed an excellent turn 
of speed to race 50 metres 
along the touchline, beat¬ 
ing two defenders to pass 
inside to replacement 
hooker Stuart Nation, who 
raced over for his fifth try 
of the season. 

Both sides rang the 
changes, with the Athletic 
bringing on half backs 
Aled Thomas and Corey 
Butler and lock Jonathon 
Stoker. 

Also the good relation¬ 
ship with the Ravens was 
highlighted, as Ravens’ 
prop Owen Cotton came 


on as a substitute, follow¬ 
ing a long time out of the 
game with a serious arm 
injury. 

The Athletic extended 
their lead when Butler 
kicked a penalty. 

There was no further 
scoring though Aled 
Thomas went close for the 
Athletic and it took a last 
ditch tackle from 
Hathaway to deny the 
Wanderers. 

This was just the game 
the Athletic needed as 
they prepare for the visit 
of third placed Whitland 
in a Swalec Division One 
West fixture this weekend. 

AB 


IT’S WIN ONE, LOSE ONE, 
FOR ATHLETIC UNDER-lls 


BRIDGEND Athletic under- 
11s played home to Kenfig Hill 
and Llandaff. 

In the first game, the Ath faced 
Kenfig Hill and took an early lead 
through Megan Webb. Connor Fabian 
converted to make it 7-0. 

More pressure from the restart 
resulted in Tom Reed going over to 
score. Connor converted again to make 
it 14-0. 

More attacking play from the Ath 
allowed Tom Reed to find space to go 
over for his second, and Connor con¬ 
verted this too. 

A fourth try followed, with Megan 
Webb grabbing her second, once again 
converted by Connor (28-0). Megan 
Webb scored her hat-trick just before 
half time, with Connor making it 35-0. 

The second half continued in similar 
fashion. Megan made a great break to 
score her fourth, and this time Kasari 
Mehta converted. 

The final try was scored by Lance 
Bum after a great team move, and it 
was back to Connor Fabian to make it 
49-0. 

In the second game, the Ath played 


Llandaff. The Ath began well and were 
rewarded with a try from Tom Reed 
after some good attacking pressure. 
Connor Fabian converted to make it 
7-0. 

It was a different story from then, 
though, as the visitors sprang into life 
and scored two well-taken tries to 
make it 14-7 at half time. 

The second half started with both 
teams playing some good mgby. The 
Ath were making some big tackles, but 
were unable to prevent Llandaff from 
scoring their third try, which was con¬ 
verted to make it 21-7. 

Llandaff continued to press and 
scored the final try, which was convert¬ 
ed for a final score of Bridgend Ath 7 
Llandaff 28. 

Ath Team: - Thomas Anthony, Jack 
Obbard, Gwilym John, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Ffion Revill, Megan 
Webb, Connor Fabian, Sion Vigus, 

Sam Veasey, Jack Mustoe, Louis King, 
Lance Bum, Brandyn Fookes, Jamie 
Marshall, Dajfydd Beech, Josh Tidy, 
Thomas Reed, Taine Waite, Jack 
Jenkins, William Goodhall, Dan 
O ’Sullivan, James Hermoille. 
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Carol service 

BETHEL Community Church, Pwllygath Street, 
Kenfig Hill, welcome everyone to their 
Christmas carol service, which is being held on 
Sunday, December 18, at 6pm. 

Wellbeing Centre 

ACTIVITIES being held by the Mental Health 
Matters, Wales in the Talbot Community Centre, 
Prince Road on December 21 are: from 12pm 
until 5pm, Christmas special with Christmas 
meal at £5.50 per head (please phone 01656 
767045 to pre-book), Christmas songs with John 
and Gareth from 2pm to 3pm, information with 
Karen Powell from 1.30pm to 3pm and the read¬ 
ing group with John from 3pm to 4pm. 

KPC Youth 

KPC Youth thank all those who attended their 
events, bought raffle tickets, put money in col¬ 
lection boxes or donated used postage stamps, 
old toners or clothes and generally supported 
them during 2011. 

They thank those who support them on a month¬ 
ly basis and through local fundraising events of 
their own, including Porthcawl Lions, Pisgah 
Ladies, the Comelly Arms and the Diageo 
Retirement Association. 

2011 has been a period of uncertainty for KPC 
Youth and the project is having to fund part of its 
provision from reserves, that have been built up for 
times such as this. 

Although they have been successful in gaining 
outline planning permission to help them develop 
in the future, they are a long way off securing 
enough funding to proceed with the replacement of 
the temporary building, the hub of their 
centre,which is at the end of its life span. 

KPC is still working on development plans to 
become more of a community facility in the future, 
which hopefully will see them working with the 
wider community. 

In January, they will have a graduate placement 
who will be undertaking a community consultation 
to give a better insight into their future direction. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

SCRAMBLER seized: After the seizure of an 
off road scrambler on December 5, the local 
police team had further success the following 
day when another scrambler was seized in the 
Kenfig Nature Reserve Area. 

St Theodore’s Church 

THE church will be holding its annual 
Christmas carol service at 3pm on December 18. 
Please note that there will not be an evening 
service on this day. 

Community party: This year’s community 
Christmas party at the Talbot last Saturday was 
considered by many to be the best ever. 

For the first time, instead of the usual chicken 
and chips, a choice of food was offered by the cen¬ 
tre’s chef, Gina Hooper, something that went down 
very well with everyone. 

The entertainment was also of the highest quali¬ 
ty, with top Welsh female vocalist, Jenny Lee, 
singing everything from the 1960s to the present 
day. 

However, the night was really brought to life by 
the superb singing and comedy of Lenny Dee, who 
for almost one hour, had everyone in stitches. 


Under-8s show 
off their skills 

WITH the kit only just dried out from last 
week’s away win against Nantyffyllon, it 
was a short trip down to Cowbridge for 
Bridgend Athletic under-8s. 

They put the pressure on straight away, and a han¬ 
dling error by Cowbridge allowed Evan Beach to get 
possession before setting up Dom Manaseitava for 
the first try. 

The Ath tagged excellently and some great solo 
runs saw Evan D’Adamo, Evan Beach and Dom 
Manaseitava all score. 

Then, a great series of passes across the line ended 
with Connor Lees racing straight through the middle. 

Straight from the re-start, the Ath intercepted and 
Dom Manaseitava scored again. The first half was 
wrapped up with a great solo run down the left wing 
from Evan Beach to score in the comer, before Luke 
Florence then scored with the last play of the half. 

The second saw Ath pressure eventually tell as 
Harri Lewis went through to score, and then Connor 
Lees scored again just before the end. 

Evan Beach added two further scores, and then 
Gus Patterson evaded almost the whole Cowbridge 
team to score himself! 

A Cowbridge try eventually came, before Evan 
Beach responded with another storming run down 
the pitch. 

Cowbridge scored again and then Ethan Parker 
scored after good passing by the whole team. The 
last try went to Cowbridge, for a third period score 
of 5-3. 

Final score: 14-3. 

BARFC Team: Evan Beach, Evan D Adamo, Gus 
Patterson, Connor Lees, Oily Williams, Luke 
Florence, Ethan Parker, Lloyd Anthony, Dominiko 
Manaseitava, Harri Lewis, Charlie Cawley, Tom 
Gardner. LP 
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 
Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Pat Moody enjoying the night with 
her mother, Angela Mundy 



Local postmaster and postmistress 
Glyndon and Margaret Williams 


Harry named 
‘Player of 
the Month’ 


M//// + 



Harry Griffiths receiving a loan of a Misubishi 
AXS from Athletic Club President Wayne 

Griffiths as the Nathaniel Car Sales Bridgend 
Athletic November Player of the Month. 

Harry Griffiths has been named 
Bridgend Athletic’s November ‘Player of 
Month’. 

Harry is in his first season with the senior 
sides and is the only player to have played in all 
12 league games for the Athletic 2nd XV, scoring 
three tries and making a great contribution to 
the side leading the WRU 2nd XV table. 

Harry played for the Athletic mini and junior 
under-10 and under-11 before taking a break 
from rugby. He returned at the age of 17 when 
the Athletic set up a second youth side. 

Harry was ‘Player of the Year’ for the Rags, 
and graduated to the senior youth side the fol¬ 
lowing season. 

He played a significant part in a very success¬ 
ful youth side that won the Welsh Youth Cup, the 
District Cup and a number of sevens tourna¬ 
ments. 

Harry was voted ‘Youth Clubman of the Year’ 
for his contribution, both on and off the field. 

While at Llandovery College his team won the 
county schools competition. The club are sure it 
is not long before Harry is pushing for a first XV 
place. 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ 0AP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 



of Glamorga 
end 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 
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www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




Barry Aerials 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 



Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 
' OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 
Freesat Installations 



LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 
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BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 






GRABlt^r 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY V.> 

Call 9)446 700535 

or visit our website 
www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

For all your groundwork requirements, call Wendy - 
friendly, professional advice and free estimates! 

groundworkI 

CONTRACTORS 

ALL SIZE PLANT 
WITH DRIVERS 

FOR HIRE AT 
REASONABLE 
PRICES. FOR ALL 
YOUR GROUND¬ 
WORK NEEDS | 


GRAB HIRE 
SERVICE 

WASTE 

DISPOSAL. 

SITE 

CLEARANCE. 

AGGREGATE 

DELIVERIES. 

SI. t 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlimeworks.com 


H D BUILDING 
IS. K m SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Extensions 

• Plastering • Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork • Conservatories 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Tel: 01446 711968 \A) 
or 07831 655429 
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365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 

ing • F 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating ~ 

• New Build ‘Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 
References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 
Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 
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If its wood 


Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


VALE CARPETS 

t&ot corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Plan your 2012 marketing with. 

01446 774484 


365 ^ 

CARPENTRY* 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
* Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 
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Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


QaaC/L 

Batya/k Price# 


Perfect Fit 
jnservatory Blinds 

Pleated 

Venetian Blinds 

Roman Blinds 

Roller Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 



AFiMiTI 

W O&LL 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning & Carpet 
Fitting Specialist 


Special Offer: Lounge Carpet 
Cleaned for only £30 (5x4) 


Domestic, commercial & 
end of tenancy cleaning. 

07811 395145 
01446732933 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.K. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 
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HD Computet 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStol-ft* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


I Dave Reffelll LAING 


Electrical Services 


I 1 ■ I Installer 
l_J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 



^cori cxtsfrrgr 
C7A7//7C7A7 y 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Commercial 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 



ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



f All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services „ 

WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 



LECTRICAL SERVICES 

Jidrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


DuiJjjJa EMWlHsld 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
VEKA member is t recommended 0 
by Steve Davis $ * $ * 

® 3*t 3*t 0% FINANCE 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Mnhilp* Hi Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642"I 


Approved Contractor 



INSTA 

ELECTR 

• All electrical work undertaken 

• Testing & Inspection 

• Fault rinding • Installation* 

• MaintainarK* ♦ Repairs 

assmsss H 

-r 01446 421 072 b|£ 

- 7— 07816 091425 


- 


FREEjI 

VERTICAL BLINDS I 

Offer only with this voucher , 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 




ani'dyjj 


GEO 


www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Garden & 
Landscaping Services 




APPROVED MARSHALLS & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS 


Block paved driveways • Patios & walls 
turfing • Ponds & water features 

ens • Design Service • Tree felling 


LOGS 

FOR 

SALE 


Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers I ^ 


1 ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 



APC 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Wales. Co. UK 


Loose/Bagged Sand. 
Stonedust + 10ml Chippings. 

All weighed with our onboard weighing scales. 


| PATIO SLABS from £1 per sq ft| 


Jim: 07724 815725 Chris: 07709 376934 



Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


RIVERUR Vie B mkmtt 9*9, Um*m, 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 


|[j)Husqvama 


h via. 


The 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



GUTTER CLEANING 





01446 741460 
07830 480569 


@01 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

■S' Bridgend 659354 £ 07974 120082 


.I ^ 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GasCau Wales 


Boiler Servicing 
and Repairs 

07980 ^ 

691565 12564 


Power 
Flush 
'Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


l-Jujjilyjjjiijj Soc pwO' 


UrHJillrH 


WES?" 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


JaQQGJpB 


Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

Roofing & Fencing Repair 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 
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Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

FAST RELIABLE 24/7 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 
and installation 

• CCTV surveys Ol 446 

• Blockages cleared rrAAAA 

• Drain repairs O5U09o 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



$TAYWARM pIumbmo 

All Plumbing , Heating & Gas Services 

Servicin: 

302 

146 

sSte 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

g & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too smaH 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Rexible hours 

• No job too small 
CjIQm w 

0*44* 41 If71 
vx.« orrt m *+» 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
1 & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


The 

GEM 


G» M Plumbing & Heating 

01446 735 681 or 07815 0 97 994 24 hrs | 

Combination Boiler Specialist 
| " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 1 
Fast, Friendly Service. 



S©0w)®w§}[) 






^ LANEWISE h 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical . ^ ■ 
07876 506982 

01446 740176 53440 

First 3 hours 
from £30 
for total beginners 
Christmas 
Vouchers available 


01446 719555 
^ 07798 501267 ) 


m 


Christmas 

Vouchers 

Available 


® @lftS<G&ES 

y I Driving School Ltd 

—. • Lessons from £9.99 • In structor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

[Jm 0800 0280 406 

_ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


JMC Ryan & Son 

Roofing i 


From Estimates 

Siattag mad TtUng 
uFVC Guttering Fasdas 
Chh MMy Hepa/r• 
lead Vadeys , FU*%hkig s 
flat Rootin# Specialists 
9 TW014S4 rS*XM 


SI 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.slLveyroofinq.co.uk *4 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 


365 

ROOFING^ 

01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators N 


01444 790127 07719 405526 

nut no lau uui 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 

REMOVE RECYCL 

- m - 




Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 


Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



instaiA 

SKIP HIRE LT^A 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

Delivered and Collected 
- Discount ONLY on hardcore skips ' - 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 1 " - ' 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

a =9 Tel: 01446421072 





Artisan 


TILING SERVICE 

30 Years Experience 
Free Quotes - OAP Discounts 

07838 834864 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk ;--y 



Established ovgr 23years 

TiCestyU 


n 


Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 


martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Planning to start your 2012 
marketing? 

Call our team now for advice 
and help on how best to 
promote your business. 

lie GEM 

01446 774484 



DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JY1INIJY1ZJJY1 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


BEST CUSP PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Uandow Metals 


LICENSED FACILITY 


Call: 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 



Many of our advertisers 
have used The GEM for 
years. This speaks volumes. 
Some are lucky enough to 
have a great response by 
placing just one advert, 
but series advertising 
reaps regular business... 
"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT 
TO WIN IT" 

Call now - 01446 774484 


, ■ l ■ Plumbing 
GAM & Heating 

I I testimonial 


I have been advertising with The Gem 
for many yearsand wou desperso n 

^rot^WneLintheVaie. 

GEOFF MAUNDER 

Tel. 07815 097994 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 
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jTopstak 


Accounts 
Person Required 

We need a mature experienced person to help in 
our accounts department at our Cowbridge head 
office. Comprehensive experience of using Sage 
software is essential including handling VAT, invoic¬ 
ing & ledger reconciliation. Full or part time consid¬ 
ered. Salary negotiable based on skills. 

Please send CM to Email: lynda.pedersen@topstak.co.uk 


GEM Family Notices 


— * p*r.' Nlfa* 
sivi Viru.t 
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Chris & Brian 
Watson 


Donating monies in lieu 
to Parkinson's Disease 

000 

Thanks for all our lovely Christmas cards 


DILYS LEYSHON 

^wishes all her family 
and friends, members 
of the Blind Club and 
Alexander Gardens 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
‘God Bless You AIT 



Send your 
Christmas 
Greetings 
through 
The GEM! 

Prices from 
£20 + VAT 
Tel: >1446 
774484 

or e-mail: 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews 

.co.uk 


• LOCAL Funeral Directors 

• LOCAL Knowledge 

• LOCAL 24 hour dedicated phone line 

• Mercedes Cortege Fleet 

• Service Chapel to seat 50 people 

• Easy Payment Terms Available 

• All care of your loved ones is carried out 
at our premises until the funeral 

Principal: Lyndsay.J.Ellis Tel: 01446 421212 


7Tynewydd Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. CF62 8HB 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk BilliliiT 


W. A. Brown & Son 


tin lend Uinvlim 
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Big Bag Logs 



©jyUjdijy jl/JyjLfjy/lys 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 



2008 

Fiesta 1.25 Style 

5-Dr, blue, lady owner, 
37,000 miles, MoT April 
2012. Balance of 2 year 
Ford warranty included. 
Lovely car. 

£3,795 

Tel: 07812 243717 o 


WANTED 

PIANO 

in good condition 

suitable for 9 year old 
If you have one to sell 
please ring 

07970 866513 

(can collect) 


MARILYN RATTEY-| 

20th December T 

The first Birthday without you Dear, 
no cards or gifts today, but treasured 
memories you left behind are with us every day. 

Loving Mum x and Sister Linda x 


4 /M®Q©§ [?®ff 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either send in your description along with a cheque 
for the appropriate amount made payable to ‘The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL or tele¬ 
phone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Bush Healthcare 
Deluxe 

MOBILITY 

SCOOTER 

With shopping basket, 
as new. £275 
Tel: 01446 732596 


H®sQ & | 
kfuMi 
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JOHNSON 

Jean 

Peacefully on 7th December 
in the Princess of Wales 
Hospital Bridgend. Jean aged 
81 years of Llantwit Major, 
beloved wife of Des, dearly 
loved mother of Lynn, lov¬ 
ing gran to Sarah and great- 
gran to Archie. 

Jean will be greatly missed by 
all her loving family and friends. Funeral Service took 
place on Thursday 15th December. All enquiries to 
WA Brown & Son. 01446 792489. 



PRITCHARD 

Henry George (Harry) 

Peacefully, at home in Raglan on 8th December, 
Harry aged 69 years (formerly of St Athan). 
Loving husband of Pat, very much loved dad 
of Steven and Samantha, daughter-in-law Susan, 
granddaughters Charlotte and Harriet, grand¬ 
sons Morgan, Jack and James 
and brother to Colin. 

Greatly missed by his loving family and friends resting 
at home until the service at 11.30am at Coychurch 
Crematorium on Monday, 19th December 2011. 
Family flowers only please, if wished donations to St 
David's Hospice c/o Ernest Heal & Sons, Monmouth. 


HAPPY 


18 th 


Leather Large 
& Regular Sofa 

Upholstered in 
chocolate leather. 

Large: h75; w180; d80cm. 
Regular: h75; w150; d80cm. 

£60 buyer to collect. 

Call Jenny 
07841 339 296 49/60 


Celtic Cast Iron 
DOG GRATE, 
Basket &Tray 

Celtic Cross Motif, KG 18 
Basket. Inc. ‘Kohlangaz’ fit¬ 
tings & Accessories for 
‘Coal’ effect Gas Fire 

£100 

01446 792417 50/51 


53 Reg 

Ford KA 1.2 

Silver, only 19,000 miles, 

12 months MoT, recently 
serviced, excellent 
condition, 2 lady owners 
from same family 

£1,995 

Tel: 01446 771788 


Digital 
Camera 
found in 
St Athan 

(Friday 9th December) 

Please phone 

07963 218725 



) 111 BIRTHDAY 


RHYS 

GLENTON 

for the 17th December 


Lots of love from Mum, 
Dad and Ryan XXX 

Enjoy the party! 


Ismail KMO®©® 
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6V Battery 
Powered Car 

In Red, age 2-5 years. £60. 

Two Bridesmaids 
Dresses 

Pink taffeta, one size 14-16 
and one size 10-12. 
Sold separately £90 each. 
01446 793888 


Dimplex 
2kw electric 
woodburner 

Remote control £60 

Canon IP4600 
photoprinter 

New Cartridges, as new £30 

01446 792182 


51 

1.0 Toyota Yaris 

Silver, one lady owner from 
new, 58,000 miles only, 
new MoT, taxed end of Feb 
12, excellent condition, 
no faults, xmas present? 

£1,350 ono 
01446 772465 


Argos Value 
Range Fridge 
Freezer 

Only 5 months old, 
4.27 cubic feet £90. 

Small Cream 
Chaise Longue £190. 
07738 698838 


8 Rimini Chairs 

Brown leather - Black 
stitching detail, solid 
walnut legs. 

2 Carvers 

£45 pair (Original cost 
£189) 

8 Normal 

£40 per pair (Original cost £159) 

01446 401740 s0 


2002 BMW 530 
Diesel SE 

Silver, automatic, 68,000 
miles, MoT - April 2012, 
Tax - July 2012, full leather, 
excellent condition. 

£4,500 

Tel: 01446 710925 


Vibra Power 
Fitness Trainer 

With DVD, 
as new. £ 100 . 
No offers. 

01446 794282 


Aquasoothe 
Mobility Scooter 

Plus spare battery £400 

White Wardrobe 

3ft wide, 20” deep, 

6ft 10” high including top 
cupboard £25 

01446 413850 cn 


X Reg 

Ford KA 

3-dr Hatchback 

Silver, 9 months MoT, 
taxed to January. 

£650 ono 
Tel: 07812 370969 


NOTICE OF MAKING 
DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 
SECTION 53 Of THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 19*1 
THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL DEFINITIVE MAP 

THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE FORMER 
COUNTY Of SOUTH GLAMORGAN RELEVANT DATE f 4th 
SEPTEMBER 1954 

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL DEFINITIVE MAP 
MODtflCATION ORDER 2011 lHaDMQ*53<37«) 
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Congratulations 

Aaron & Kirsty 

on the birth of your daughter 


on 12 December 2011 
Love from Ann, John & Family 


xxx 


ongratulations\ 

to the proud grandparents 

Sue & Phil Vincent 

on the birth of their 
y first granddaughter < 

Ava Mai 

r Love from Ann, John and family i 

^ XXX 
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First half surge 
wins it for Pyle 


PYLE YOUTH 34 - 22 MAESTEG CELTIC 


PYLE entertained Maesteg 
Celtic at Brynglas Fields in 
what was an enjoyable and 
hard fought Cup game. 

Celtic had the first chance to put 
points on the board but put the kick 
wide. Pyle scored first after hooker 
David Thomas won a scrum against 
the head, allowing flanker Keiran 
Hooper to pick up and cut through 
the unsuspecting Celtic defence. 
Kyle O’Reilly added the conversion. 

Pyle got their second try after 
being awarded a lineout just inside 
the Celtic half. A long throw to No 8 
Owen Thomas surprised the defence 
and he used his power and strength to 
break a number of tackles. 

He then produced a sublime one- 
handed offload to the supporting 
Xavier Manaseitava, who drew the 
last man before passing to the ever¬ 
present Kyle Clatworthy, O’Reilly 
again added the conversion. 

Pyle maintained the pressure on 
the Celtic defence and when a penal¬ 
ty was awarded just inside the Celtic 
22, it was quickly taken and passed 
through the hands for Owen Thomas 
to score out wide, this score conclud¬ 
ed a pulsating first half. 

Pyle were quickly on the score- 
board again in the second half with a 
quickly taken penalty by Hooper. 
The ball was moved quickly along 
the line, where prop Antonio 
Hamblin used his speed, strength and 
agility to burst through and neatly 
side-step the covering defender to 
score by the posts. O’Reilly slotted 
over the conversion. 

Pyle looked to be easing to victory 
but the loss of Owen Thomas to a 
yellow card gave Celtic a chance to 
use the extra man. From the penalty, 


No.8 Jay Ronan drove through the 
Pyle team and offloaded for flanker 
Liam Thomas to crash over. Harris 
added the conversion. 

Celtic used their man advantage to 
great effect and moved the ball 
quickly upfield where a scrum just 
inside the Pyle 22 gave Ieaun Davies 
the chance to pick up and dart 
through for a try. 

Pyle retained the ball from the 
restart and edged into the Celtic 22, 
where they awarded a penalty in 
front of the posts, which O’Reilly 
slotted over. 

The two teams tried to add to the 
score but both defences held out, 
until a kick and chase by Ieaun 
Davies resulted in Pyle full back 
Rhys Ansen having to take the ball 
over his own line. An infringement at 
the resulting five-metre scrum gave 
Davies the chance to tap and go and 
just about squirm over the line. 

Pyle replied straight from the 
restart as Hooper gathered and drove 
at the Celtic defence. The ball was 
quickly recycled and some lovely 
hands by the backs allowed Ansen to 
score out wide. 

With time running out, Ieaun 
Davis again chipped ahead, gathered 
and offloaded to Ronan to score out 
wide. 

Antonio Hamblin was awarded the 
Pyle man of the match award for his 
tireless work in the scrums and for 
his powerful running, Kyle 
Clatworthy and Keiran Hooper were 
the other players of note. 

Pyle’s next game is against 
Porthcawl in the league on Saturday 
at Brynglas Fields. 

HR 


Huskies in 
search of 
vital win 


by ELLIOT THOMAS 


The Huskies’ latest 
games proved to be 
a mixed bag of 
results. 

The first team faced 
west Wales opposition in 
the form of 2010 league 
winners Swansea Storm 
at home, and an away 
game at Swansea 
University. 

The Storm beat the 
Huskies in a tight game 
84-65 where their 
American import scored 
45 points. 

The Huskies leading 
scorers were Lloyd 
Roberts with 20 and Ian 
Gibbons with 13. 

The Huskies also 
experienced defeat 
against Swansea Uni 
who ran out 77-42 win¬ 
ners. The Huskies had no 
answer for their 6'6" 
Canadian who dominat¬ 
ed the game and their 
cause was made even 
more difficult with the 
absence of leading scorer 
Lloyd Roberts. 

Only Chris Gibbons 
scored double figures, 
leading the way with 10 
points. 

Commenting on both 
games, coach Trigg said: 
“We're really struggling 
in the height department 
this year and it showed 
in both our games - we 


RACING & EVENTS 


" ffriW 


CforfotmaA 

at iffoa 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL RACEDAY 

WEDNESDAY 21 DECEMBER 


* ^ 




GREAT VALUE HOSPITALITY FROM ONLY £45* ZL ID S Go 

CHRISTMAS GIFT VOUCHERSAvB^H^ | 


www.ffoslasracecourse.com fl 


just couldn’t compete 
with their big players. 

“We really missed 
Lloyd in our second 
game too, he's our main 
scorer and most of our 
offence goes through 
him.” 

The second team 
fared slightly better with 
a home loss to Cardiff 
Capitals 101-82 and a 
home win against Ely 
Titans 91-74, Jack Dyer 
scoring 35 and 46 points 
respectively. 

Coach Cooper was 
pleased with the way his 
team is progressing: 
“The way our boys are 
gelling is really encour¬ 
aging as this is our first 
season together and 
they’re so young. It's 
very encouraging for the 
future.” 

Finally, the club’s 
under 14 side won their 
first ever game, 54-4 
against the Cardiff 
Capitals. 

Coaches Gibbons and 
Whitlow started this 
team in the summer and 
have seen them improve 
in leaps and bounds. 
They have their next 
games on Sunday, 
December 18 at Holm 
View. 

The club is still active¬ 
ly recruiting from ages 
12 above. For further 
information, please con¬ 
tact Alun Rees on 029 
20531531, go to 
www.barryhuskies.net or 
see our Facebook page 
Barry Huskies 

Basketball Club. 


Success 
for TKD 
club 

RECENTLY, the 
TAGB Tae Kwon 
Do British 

Championships 
took place in 
Telford 
International 
Centre. 

Students from Steve 
Tottle’s Tae Kwon Do 
club competed and 
brought home an 
impressive collection of 
trophies. 

The results were as 
follows: Bethany Burt 

- bronze in junior 
black belt lightweight; 
Jessica Burt - silver in 
junior red belt peewee; 
Nathan Jones - gold in 
junior blue belt mid¬ 
dleweight; Ben Groves 

- gold in men’s blue 
belt heavyweight; Liz 
Gordon - gold in 
ladies’ black belt mid¬ 
dleweight; Emma 
Nelson - bronze in 
ladies’ black belt 
heavyweight; Josh 
Hulse - silver in men’s 
black belt welter¬ 
weight. 


Under-9s get a chance 
to gauge their progress 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-9s 
visited Cowbridge 
in an eagerly antici¬ 
pated local derby. 

‘The Ath’ have a fine 
tradition of producing 
young players and a fix¬ 
ture against them is 
always an occasion to be 
savoured. 

The first game can 
best be described as nip 
and tuck throughout. 
Bridgend Athletic were 
the bigger group but 
Cowbridge’s hugely- 
improved defence kept 
them out - as indeed did 
the Athletic defence 
when Cowbridge were 
in possession. 

It was difficult to see 
where any break through 
was going to be made; 
but as a result of posses¬ 
sion being lost and then 
quickly recovered, 
Robbie Haw ki ns made it 
through two defenders to 
score a try Cowbridge. 

Further excellent 
defence, with Jake 
Williams to the fore, pre¬ 
vented any response 
before half-time. 

Early in the second 
half, a dropped pass 
gave away possession 
and a couple of plays 
later a long-range try 
was scored by the 
Athletic. 

The Cowbridge team 
gathered themselves 
again and kept posses¬ 
sion for a lengthy period 
eventually scoring what 
turned out to be the win¬ 
ning try through Rhys 
Williams, who played 
extremely well through¬ 
out. 

Strong tackling meant 
that Cowbridge held on 


for what was just about a 
deserved win. 

Everyone contributed, 
although a special men¬ 
tion should go to David 
Harris who, in defensive 
situations, made hard 
yards and then allowed 
the rest of the team to 
start passing movements 
in more favourable field 
positions. 

GAME TWO 

There were some late 
arrivals for the second 
game where the team 
started by defending 
well. They were in a 
good attacking position 
when Bridgend Athletic 
broke away and scored 
their first try. 

An excellent break by 
Tom Johnson was fol¬ 
lowed by the ball being 
lost, and a second long- 
range try left Bridgend 
Athletic two ahead at 
half time. 

In the second half, 
periods of controlled 
play where Cowbridge 
kept the ball were punc¬ 
tuated by the ball being 
lost and tackles being 
missed - something that 
was capitalised upon by 
Bridgend Athletic’s 
number 15, who scored 


three long-range tries. 

The final score did not 
reflect how the 
Cowbridge boys played 
generally. The passing 
game, though mistakes 
will happen, must be 
encouraged. 

There were signs of 
the progress that the boys 
have made over the last 
number of weeks. 

Both the break in the 
first half by Tom 
Johnson and a couple in 
the second half by Oliver 
Jarmain could have led 
to tries, and a number of 
players, Matthew and 
James Gilvear notably, 
worked very hard, mak¬ 
ing huge defensive 
efforts. 

Squad: Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, loan Davies, Jay 
Downes, Gruff Ford, 
James Gilvear, Matthew 
Gilvear, Elis Greenwood, 
David Harris, Robbie 
Hawkins, Harri 

Howkins, Oliver 

Jarmain, Tom Johnson, 
Aled Leitch, Charlie 
Locke, Joe Marshman, 
Tom Pugh, Jack Reilly, 
Harry Whittaker, Dewi 
Williams, Jake Williams 
and Rhys Williams. 

JS 
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Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 

Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, yet many 
of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research commissioned by 
TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found the biggest worry for 
drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have an accident as the roads feel 
more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the entire 
winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to give you a much 
better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy roads. And because they 
are specially designed to operate in temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is signif¬ 
icantly better than normal ‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slippei 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

• 1 in 6 drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter 

These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get in a scrape if you switch to win¬ 
ter tyres. 

FREE 

BRAKING ON ICY ROADS FROM 20mph (32km/h)TO REST WINTER 
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BRAKING ON SNOWY ROADS FROM 30mph (48km/h) TO 
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LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET ; BARRY 

01446 737447 



HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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WENVOE CASTLE GOLF CLUB HOLDS A 
SUCCESSFUL PRESENTATION NIGHT 

^ r 





Lady captain Tina Church presents the 
M Moss Memorial Shield Debbie Williams 


Lady vice-captain Lynda Campbell pres¬ 
ents the Thompson Salver to Sheila Davies 


The lady captain presenting the Ladies 
Championship Trophy to Pat Jarvis 


r 
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ABOVE: 


Past lady captain Wendy Motton 
presents the H Broadbent Trophy to 
Nicola Sims and Lloyd Evans 
PRESENTATION night is always a spe¬ 
cial occasion at Wenvoe Castle Golf Club, 
with the winners of the various club com¬ 
petitions receiving their well-earned tro¬ 
phies. 

This year had the extra touch of being the 75th 
anniversary of the club, formed in 1936. The club 
reflected on a successful year, particularly the 
‘Festival of Golf’ in July to celebrate the occasion. 

Club champion Lloyd Evans was delighted to 
receive his trophy from captain Tony Cumming and 
gave praise to the runner-up, Tim Hanson, for a great 
game played in an excellent spirit. 

Lloyd also took the opportunity to thank the head 
greenkeeper and the green staff for presenting the 
course in superb condition, not only on the day but 
throughout the year. 

Lady champion Pat Jarvis was away on holiday 
and received her well earned trophy at a special 
meeting of the ladies section. In her absence, the 
runner-up, Sheila Morrow, took the opportunity to 
congratulate Pat as a deserved winner on the day, 
and again the match was played in a very sporting 
manner. 

In addition to the above, a further 36 trophies 
were presented for men’s, ladies and mixed compe¬ 
titions, and each winner will enjoy seeing their 
names engraved on the honours boards throughout 
the club house. 

Wenvoe Castle Golf Club certainly has a lot to 
offer the competitive golfer of all standards and new 
members are very welcome. There is plenty of 
opportunity to play social golf, and off the course a 
busy programme is full of events to overcome the 
disappointment of wayward drives and missed putts. 

For more information, contact the club secretary 
Nicola Sims on 02920 594371. 

Wenvoe Castle Golf Club - Presentation 
Night: 

Club champion, Lloyd Evans; Runner-up, Tim 
Hanson; Lady champion, Pat Jarvis; runner-up, 
Sheila Morrow. 

Ladies competitions: 

Blod Lewis Cup, N Sims; M Moss Memorial 
Shield, D Williams; Thompson Salver, Mrs S 
Davies; Committee Cup, S Macpherson; Seniors 
Cup, C Doody; White Cup Foursomes, S Morrow 
and D Thomas; Mary Fellows Bowl, L Bird; Bronze 
Division champion, W Motton; Handicap Oscar, B 
Beedham; Coronation Cup, B Beedham; Laurie 
Jones Shield, K Ball and L Marples. 

Gentlemen’s competitions: 

Committee Cup, R Brana and Mr W Harrington; 
LG Fellows Tankard, R Ivory; Palmer Cup, G 
Tutssell; Autumn Tankards, G Tutssell and D 
Rowlands; Dai David Putter, K Knowles; Viv Jones 
Tankard, P Walker; Celnik Cup, T Hanson; Captain’s 
Shield, R Ivory; Coronation Cup, D Milton; 50th 
Year Cup, R Campbell and C T Jones; Renwick 
Seniors Trophy, M Brown; Robert Rickards Cup, T 
Hanson; H Regan Foursomes, M Gill and I 
Pearcey; Hales Cup, L Evans; Dragon Trophy, 
D Jefferies. Presidents Bowl, Mr R Ivory; 75th 
Anniversary Cup, G May and J Hull. 

Mixed competitions: 

Vaughan Thompson, S Dayananda and Dr D 
Dayananda; Morgan Williams Bowl, L Hudd and J 
Hudd; Cupid Cup, Mr and Mrs G Macpherson; 
Ashton Trophy, Mrs L Hudd and J 
Hudd;Whiteflower Cup, Mrs H Kinsey and C 
Kinsey; H Broadbent Trophy, Miss N Sims and L 
Evans; Bowen Greenwood, Miss N Sims and L 
Evans; Dr and Mrs A M Jones, Miss D Thomas and 
R Woodruff. 



Club professional Jason Harris with Kevin 
Knowles, winner of the Dai David Putter 


Tony Cumming presents the Robert 
Rickards Trophy to Tim Hanson 


Club captain Tony Cumming presents the 
Club Championship Trophy to Lloyd Evans 



Past captain Chris Tattpresents the 75th 
Anniversary Cup to Geoff May and Jeff Hull 



Club president Brian Coffin presents the 
Dr & Mrs AM Jones Trophy to 
Delyth Thomas and Bobby Woodruff. 



Club vice-captain Norman Robbins 
presents the Autumn Tankards to 
Gary Tutssell and Dean Rowlands 
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* VEHICLE RECYCLING 
* * & SCRAP METALS « 
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01446 701 




^ U EST. 2000 

WE BUY ANY CAR, VAN LORRY, BUS, 

SCRAP METAL ETC 

W ~ Up to £20,000 paid! WE WILL COLLECT: 

MOT Failures $ Unwanted Vehicles $ Insurance or 3rd 
party write off’s $ Car Shells $ Household appliances 
Engines and Gearboxes Plant and Farm machinery etc 
Any unwanted metals. 

Hiab crane facility, heavy lifting equipment 
CASH PAID ££££ - TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH! 

We will beat any price locally for: 
Copper • Lead • Brass • Aluminium 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 

Armour Cable, etq 

Cars Bought 
& Sold 

Breaking 1000’s 
of Cars, all 
makes & models 

»VLA 
IMmII Ik 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 ©tar- 
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Sully Sports run riot against Old Tylerians 


ON a cold and 
damp Saturday, 
Sully Sports enter¬ 
tained Old 

Tylerians RFC in 
their last league 
match of 2011. 

With the Seconds 
having no fixture, it 
gave the coaches a 
headache in selection, 
with more than40 play¬ 
ers to select from. 

Sports kicked off, the 
ball was caught from 
kick off by Sully’s Ben 
Such, and a drive right 
up the middle saw 
Nathan Szuchnik going 
over for the first of many 
tries, converted by Chris 
Cummings. 

Sports gathered from 


the kick off and started 
to inter link between for¬ 
wards and backs, and 
things that the guys 
worked on in training 
after last week’s game 
saw them produce some 
eye-catching rugby. 

Hard work and strong 
running saw Sports get 
on top of the game and 
further tries from Nathan 
Taylor, Jason Evans and 
Matthew George 

ensured that Sports fin¬ 
ished the half strongly, 
but not to be out done in 
the middle of the romp, 
Old Tylerians, managed 
a score of their own. 

It was good to see the 
running rugby mixed 
with the hard contact 
from all players. Indeed 



• Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


a penalty try was award¬ 
ed as well, leaving the 
half time score 31-5. 

The second half start¬ 
ed and Sports kept up 
the good work with 
some excellent running 
rugby. Jason Evans must 
have thought the Gods 
had turned against him, 
as every time he set off 
up the pitch, the referee 
would blow up for 
something. 

Changes were made 
but the tempo stayed the 
same, showing the 
excellent strength in 
depth the club has. 

Tries came from Jon 
Blake, Chris Cummings, 
Stuart Morgan getting a 
brace, John Thomas and 
Wayne Jones, conver- 


sions by Chris 
Cummings. The final 
score was 73-5. 

Team: Jody Velda, 
Jamie Griffith, Tom 
Sloman, Jon Blake, 
Michael Angove (cap¬ 
tain), Anthony 

Wakefield, Jason Evans, 
John Thomas, Ben Such, 
Adam Wheeler, Ross 
Eason, Matthew George, 
John Dimond, Chris 
Cummings, Grantley 
Harris, Stewart Morgan, 
Nathan Szuchnik, Mike 
Harkin, Wayne Jones, 
Nathan Taylor. 

Training takes place 
Monday and Wednesday 
Nights at Sully Sports 
ground, 6:30pm. All are 
welcome. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


FcrtJRosia 
Ford Focus 
Ford Focus 

Ford S-W«« 
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Transporter 
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Wish all their customers, both 
old and new, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New year 


All makes of cars and light commercials 

Alun,Alana, Jamie B, Jamie M, Craig, Reece and new staff 
members Carl, Donna and Connor at Owens Motors, 
are all here to help with any query - however large or 
small. 

We offer all mechanical repairs and servicing to all 
makes and models, including 4x4s, light commercials and 
camper vans. 

We also stock a range of tyres at competitive prices 
and have a range of parts off the shelf. 

Owens Motors offer: Malfunction diagnostic; welding, 
including restoration work; and MoTs with free re-test 
within 10 working days. 

SERVICING - BRAKES - EXHAUSTS - CLUTCHES - CAMBELTS 

VfELDING - GEARBOX - ENGINE REPAIRS - TYRES BALANC- 

Ij* ING - PUNCTURE REPAIRS - TRACKING 

€T1 DIAGNOSTICS - SHOCK ABSORBERS 

WHEEL BEARINGS - ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Open from Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Sat 8am-12pm. 

Family run business established 32 years 




01446 774870 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted. 



FREE 

WINTER 

CHECKS 




148 Port Road East. Barry, South Glamorgan. CF62 9PZ 

01446733 248 

Offtcul fud consumption fares m rrpf (l/lOOkm): Ford Car rang? urban 467 - 362 (58-74), extra urban 642 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 




05 05 MITSUBISHI Shogun Dl-D Elegance 
3.2 5-Dr Automatic 4X4. In silver with black 
1 leather interior, air con, multi-CD/radio, 
immobiliser, heated seats, wood | 

| effect trim, only 29,990 miles 


£11,495 


05 55 BMW X5 3.0D Sport in grey with black 
leather interior, sat nav, phone prep, privacy 
glass, TV, heated seats, cruise control, only 
76,630 miles 


£16,995 


06 06 LAND ROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 
automatic. In silver with black leather interior, 
heated seats, privacy glass, climate control, sat 
nav, multi cd, cruise control, 
only 53,000 miles 


£24,995 


04 04 LANDROVER Discovery 2.5TD Pur¬ 
suit Auto. In black with dark interior, air con, 
radio/CD, service history, 7 seats, p rivacy 
glass, tow ball, only 95,430 miles 


£7,995 



05 55 LAND ROVER Range Rover 3.0TD 
Vogue in black with cream interior, sat nav, 
heated seats, privacy glass, 
cruise control, only 70,170 miles I 


£19,995 


06 56 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 2.5 TD 5- 
Door Warrior. In silver witn black leather interi¬ 
or, air con, immobiliser, tow bal l with twin 
electric, radio/CD, alloy wheels, 

30,020 miles 


£9,495 


04 54 TOYOTA RAV-4 2.0 XT3 Auto 3-dr. 

In grey/green with grey interior, 4x4, 
air con, immobiliser, alloy wheels, 
only 54,000 miles 


£6,995 


06 LAND ROVER Range Rover Sport TD V6 
HSE 2.7D Automatic in Bonetti grey with ivory 
leather interior, air con, cruise, rear entertain¬ 
ment package, front & rear parking I 
nsors, only f" 


nly 59,100 miles 


£24,995 




THIS FESTIVE SEASON VISIT OUR 

HUGE 

INDOOR SHOWROOM WITH OVER 30 CARS INSIDE 

LARGEST 

PRE OWNED CAR SHOWROOM IN THE VALE 

OUR ONE STOP SHOP ON SITE OFFERS - WORKSHOP FACILITIES 
MOT STILL ONLY £25 • WINTER SERVICE CHECK STILL ONLY £18 



OFF ROAD PARKING FOR CUSTOMERS i 

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 


Saturday 24th December 
Sunday 25th December 
Monday 26th December 
Tuesday 27th December 
Wednesday 28th December 
Thursday 29th December 
Friday 30th December 
Saturday 31st December 

Sunday 1st January 2012 
Monday 2nd January 2012 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 


SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 


SALES 


CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
8.30am -12.00 noon 
CLOSED 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
Bookings Only 
Normal Hours 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required, 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 



06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr 
Hatchback. In blue, air con, 1/2 
leather sports seats, radio/CD, low 
miles just 43k, FSH . £3,995 



01 VOLVO V70 Automatic Estate. 2001 
model with 7 seats, FSH, A/C, CD, E/W, 
remote locking, comes with new MOT, 
taxed until May 2012 .£2,195 



03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, 
c/s, p/w, a/c, service history, MoT Oct 
12, tax April 12, mileage 69k £1,895 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

07 07 FORD Galaxy 1.8TDCi Zetec 7 seater. 6-speed, manu¬ 
al, met silver, 1 owner.£5,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr Hatchback. In blue, air 
con, 1/2 leather sports seats, radio/CD, low miles, just 43k, 

FSH .£3,995 

06 FORD Transit 2-Ltr Diesel, MoT July 2012, full service his¬ 
tory . £5,295 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. 
Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 

94k, cruise control .£3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SRi 1796cc 5-dr hatchback. Metallic 
silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote central locking, 80k .£3,695 
57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 
keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 

30k. £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatchback. In blue, 
radio/cd, a/c, remote central locking, fsh, low miles .£2,995 
02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatchback. In black, 
6 speed manual, traction control, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . .£1,995 
52 02 SKODA Octavia RS 1781cc. Metallic silver, half black 
leather sports seats, reverse sensors, traction control, FSH, 

remote central locking, radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c.£1,995 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, pas, e/w, a/con, 
full service history, new MoT on purchase, 89k, ... .£1,895 
03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. In blue, air con, 
E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 leather seats, 79k ... .£1,695 
V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, 
leather heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new, Sept 

2012 MOT .£1,795 

PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 
T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until September 
2012 .£995 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 
months MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


Transporting seven people, 
comfortably and efficiently 


THE phrase above 
is the simple idea 
behind the third 
generation Renault 
Grand Scenic 
1.5dci, compact peo¬ 
ple carrier, which 
returns 57mpg - 
better than quite a 
few small cars. 

As the name suggests, 
it is bigger than a stan¬ 
dard Scenic and can, 
therefore, seat seven 
adults - compared to just 
five - making it ideal for 
chauffeurs, taxi drivers 
and those with large fam¬ 
ilies. 

When the third row of 
seats is in position, it 
takes up almost the entire 
boot. However, it’s easy 
to remove by simply 
pulling the red strap at 
the back of each seat to 
push them down, creat¬ 
ing a reasonable amount 
of room. 

It has always puzzled 
me as to how passengers 
sitting in the third row 
access their front-facing 
seats without being con¬ 
tortionists, but in the 
Renault it’s just a matter 
of tipping the outer mid¬ 
dle seat forward so that 
rear passengers can 
clamber in. 

The Grand Scenic is 
comfortable, spacious 
and well finished. 
Cubbyholes and bottle 
holders abound. The 
clever use of space 
allows us to transport 
wood for the fire, a full 
size Christmas tree and 



various presents for my 
baby daughter Harriett’s 
first Christmas, with 
plenty of room to spare. 
And when the sun comes 
out, we enjoy opening 
the twin sunroofs. 

In the winter months 
my 50-mile daily com¬ 
mute is often delayed by 
road works, accidents 
and bad weather, and the 
Scenic copes well under 
this pressure. 

Its frugal 1.5dci 
engine is surprisingly 
nippy when the opportu¬ 
nity arises. However, 
when crawling through 
endless traffic jams, the 
six-speed automatic 
gearbox doesn’t seem to 
like first or second, prov¬ 
ing much happier in the 
other gears. 

It took a little while to 
familiarise myself with 
the placement of the 
speedometer, which sits 
nearer the centre of the 
dash and is all digital, 
which can be difficult to 
navigate at night. 

The Grand Scenic 
does feel a bit cumber¬ 
some to drive and its size 
makes it awkward to 


reverse, although there 
are sensors to alert the 
driver to unseen obsta¬ 
cles. But it handles 
motorway driving well 
and the diesel engine is 
hardly audible. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, write: “Renault 


claims to have invented 
the compact people car¬ 
rier with the Scenic in 
1996 and its third gener¬ 
ation model remains 
among the best of its 
type. ” The publication 
goes on to say that com¬ 
pared to the standard 
Scenic “the used market 
prefers the versatility 
offered by the Grand 
Scenic and its seven-seat 
layout”. 

New price 
range: 

£16,615 - £22,500. 
Economy: 57mpg. 
0-60mph: 12secs. 

Top speed: 112mph. 
Power: 104bhp. 

TIM SAUNDERS 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



( 01656 ) 

>660160 

Ful delate avertable on cxr weberte 

www.wiclcvanhiro.co.uk 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES ♦ 4x4 TYRES ♦ SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT'S • DISCS ♦ SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 


EXHAUSTS 

TO FIT VAUXHAU (OKA I 7 {93-001 
*»»•-' Oi.%11S.J39 

tfM$IUN«lt 



WINTER SAFETY CHECK - CALL US TODAY 


PREMIUM TYRE SPECIALS 

'.ii'M. **1 tori tor« 

1M.WWH £51, *5 £99 £190 

>»5,WKti5 C5A.S0 £110 £210 

NVS5WM £79tS £155 £299 

avHtti; C1I5.9S £220 £425 

■ 11 " 


BARRY 

Con£#f Rood. Codovton 
•orry 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 


BATTERIES 

UO043E 

am 

■ £46.95 

- WITH 4 TEAR 
WARRANTY 



1 STANDARD TYRES Inm 

^ £33.75 

165/70TR13 
175/70TR14 
175/65TR14 .. 

FROM ONLY £33.7* 
FROM ONLY £39 7* 
FROM ONLY £39 ♦* 

1 PERFORMANCE TYRES frwn 

t £44 25 

185/60HR14 
185/65HR15 
195/65HR15 

FROM ONLY £44.1* 
FROM ONLY £48.4* 
FROM ONLY £49.«s 

1 HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES tram 

* £47.«s 

195/60VR15 . 

195/65VR15 
205/55VR16 .. 

FROM ONLY £47.ts 
FROM ONLY £49.«s 
FROM ONLY £49 .* 

[ ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES trom 

p £51.75 


205/55WR1 6 ... FROM ONLY £51 -7S 

225/45WR17 . FROM ONLY £57.* 

225/40WR18 FROM QNIY £61 9S 

if row iru sin is no» shown fuasi cau »oi 4 ooovarc* 

All INCLUSIVE PtKLS WITH W0 NIMCN EXTRAS! 




CARDIFF 

271 Pcnortb Rood 
Cardiff AA 

CPU 8TT TT 

029 20 382644 



/ v • V 


VISA 


WE ARE OF>EN: MONDAY FRIDAY B.OOam * 5.30pm. SATURDAYS B.OOam 4 OOpm 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major credit cards accepted 
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SAT NAV USERS 


CF641JG 




m 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, 
diesel, FSH 


07 07 MINI Cooper Sport 

2 owners, 46k, FSH 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi 

SE 51k, diesel, FSH 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 




08 08 Mazda 5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDi L 

Diesel, 7 seats 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


Skoda Fabia 1.9 
Elegance Estate 

1 owner, FSH, Diesel 


08 08 Vauxhall Zafira 
Auto Design 

67k, 1 owner, FSH 


04 04 Renault Clio 
1.4 Dynamique 

5-dr, Sunroof 


02 52 Mercedes-Benz 200K 
Auto Kompressor only 31 k, 
fsh, one owner, black 


07 57 Vauxhall Zafira 
1.9 CDTi Exclusive 

5-dr, 71k, FSH 


03 53 BMW 318SETouring 

86k, FSH 


58 08 Ford C-Max Zetec 

Auto. FSH 


08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


05 55 Renault Megane 
1.4 Oasis 

3-dr, black 


07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k, FSH 


04 04 Peugeot 307 SE 
TDi 1.6 Estate 

72k, option of 7 seats 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 






,V_ 




05 55 Ford Fiesta Zetec 
Climate 3dr, 1.25, 62k, FSH 


05 55 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 

3dr, 1.2, 42k 


04 04 Renault Clio 5dr 
1.4 Expression 66k, FSH 


06 06 Ford Ka Style 1.3 

Alloys, 38k 


04 54 Volkswagen Passat 
1.9 TDi Highline FSH Diesel 

Full Leather 


PART EXCHANGE TRADE CARS TO CLEAR 


532003 FIAT Punto Active 1.2 3-dr, red .£2,000 042004 FORD Streetka Luxury blue, convertible .£2,500 

X 2001 RENAULT CLI01.4 Alize 3-dr, blue .£1,250 022002 VOLKSWAGEN LUPO 1.0 grey .£2,000 

062006 FIAT Punto Active 1.2 5-dr, silver .£2,500 022002 CITROEN XSARA Picasso 1.6 blue .£2,295 


For full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 


WE CAN SOURCE ANY fi 
CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 

Just Give Us A Call 


Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 


ALL CARS 

HP* 

CHECKED 












































34 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news _Thursday, December 15th, 2011 




2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 26,000 miles 

£24,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



07 (56) CITROEN Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 16v VTX MPV| 

Pearl metallic red, 47,343 miles 

£4,795 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 37,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 


04 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 


All cars 

Just a small 


Ran 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


07 56 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8. 2-dr coupe, indigo blue, 

automatic, 26,000 miles.£24,995 

03 03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 S. Silver/black leather, 

automatic, 37,000 miles.£15,995 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 

with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb . .£13,995 
05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 4x4, Diesel 5-dr, jade 

pearl, auto, 62,132 miles.£11,995 

06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav . .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, telluar 

silver automatic, 75,499 miles .£7,995 

98 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with leather, 

sat nav etc, 1 lady owner.£6,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£6,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in diamond black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 

owner.£6,495 

03 03 BMW 325 2.5 Ci M-Sport convertible. Silver, 
automatic, 79,270 miles.£6,495 

53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles .£5,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 2.0. 3-dr, dark met blue, 

49,717 miles.£4,995 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles £4 995 

54 BMW 318i ES. In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, cruise.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras.£4,995 

98 PORSCHE Boxster 2.5. In met blue with navy 

hood and beige leather, a/c etc.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

54 04 FORD Streetka Luxury in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible.£2,995 

03 PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0S in silver with leather, 

65,000 miles convertible .£2,995 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car at .£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


06 56 TOYOTA Prius 1.5 VVTi T3 Hybrid CVT. 5-dr, 

magnum grey, automatic, 68,000 miles . . . .£6,995 
09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In met. Grey, 

47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,995 

55 SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Reference. 5-dr, in red, 61,000 

mile diesel with alloys .£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr. In met. grey, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at.£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 
92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,495 


57 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 5-door 

Met grey, 47,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


56 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Zetec Climate 5-dr in sil¬ 
ver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner, only £30 road tax£5,295 
08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 5-dr, in black, 24,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles.£4,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45 092 milpq £4 995 

07 56 CITROEN Xsara Picasso L6 16v VTX. 5-dr, 

MPV, pearl met red, 47,343 miles .£4,795 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi+. 3-dr, sea mist, 

46,022 miles.£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 

69,989 miles.£3,995 

05 05 HONDA Jazz 1.2 DSI S. 5-dr, electric blue, 
62,235 miles.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . . .£3,695 
04 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 29,000 miles 
with a/c.£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

05 05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-i T2. 3-dr, silver, 

59,178 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

54 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 Elegance 7-Seater In blue, 

62,000 miles, two owners .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD C-Max 1.6 LX in black, 46,258 miles, 

2 owners, fantastic value.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 14 Flame. In met bright bronze, 

65,000 miles, alloys, c/d etc.£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. In silver, 47,000 

miles, alloys, air con .£2,995 

03 03 SEAT Ibiza 1.4SE 3-dr hatchback, silver, 

57,540 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

04 53 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique. 3-dr, met 

blue, 41,521 miles.£2,695 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,695 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles.£2,695 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 

mile local car.£2,495 

04 FORD Mondeo 1.8 Zetec. 5-dr, in black, 74,000 

miles with sat nav .£2,495 

02 CITROEN Saxo 1.1 desire. In silver, 1 lady owner . 

£2,195 



06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 
1.2 16v SXi+ 

3-dr, sea mist, 46,022 miles 

£3,995 



54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,995 



05 HONDA Jazz 
1.2 S 5-dr 

Electric Blue, 62,235 miles 

£3,995 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of all Leading Brands including: 


ASNU 

wu Injector Servicing 

i Bosch & Delphi 

* Recommended Injector 
Testing, Servicing & Repair 


Jaguar - Porsche 
BMW-Mercedes 
Land Rover - Audi 
Alfa Romeo - Saab 
Volvo - VW - Lexus 


K* w Urvsnx rwxttl< Kr yai 
•ihcle men*.} if W MOT ftn»xi into V In 60^ 
:i OtrtsXV tarrs tul> njrdnrs *wt1y aja; M: 
nrr ante wW be kjggpd si wifi b*r «l wjedton 
^ id; art; ard dtrrtnr Wir a# ami AKSU 
r\cctr tec tavftn me at ttvcc at mnr norty il 
tyrtxi Gw i* actf M ioi owl #s&nop 


When it conies to BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & Jaguar no 
other independent speciafist in South Wales conies dose. 

Our Wily *Sed torntr main dtaler staff & technician trained to the highest vundwtfc tuwywrv of experience in nmthng 
tan 40 year old Jaguar^ cutting edge Porsche's to the latest BMW modeh. With the latest Diagnostic fqwpment nceecing 
what ewm the dealer can do, we can solve any problem with big sawings for you. 


Put smpjy we have the largest setectior of 
Model, whether you hawe an engine or ate l< 
harsh gearbox changes we candomotejuaidi 


diagnostic equipment n South Wales provdng coverage for almost Every 
; Horn on, are suffering battery drain, have c0 problems, key and Immobilis 
idbgrcse, we can fit t inhale. 


Make and 

fser Issues or 


Being a family nm business we put traditional values! the core of everything we cfcv putting you the a^torner hrst f we want you 
to return * a customer year after year Rest assured that with Permowo your car is in safe, knowtrdgeabte & trustworthy hands 
All our wodc is guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or used car warranty. 

Permoveo vehicle serdemg Is the mast comprehensive you'll find, we provde exceptional vaue tor money 
like Laser Wheel Alignment, AlrCon Check with Top up. Battery Starter & Cnargmq Test and Mam 
which are included with all Major senior there isn't any other garage In South Wales that comes dose! 


WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


Mobil 


*/ Servicing 
/ Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
*/ DPF Problems 
%/ Brakes&ABS 
Transmission Servicing 
*/ Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
Keys & Key Repairs 
^/ Warranty Claims 
*/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
Laser Wheel Alignment 
%/ Main Dealer Staff 
Free Courtesy Car 


ASK AB0UT0UR DPF REFURB&REMOVAL SERVICE 


Euro Specialists 


OFT 


Approved code 


Permoveo - 0800 033 7807 - www.permoveo.ltd.ijk 
5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks, CF63 4J E 


MOTOR INDUSTRY 
i I * I K V K t 

Stnric* ond Ktpolr 
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V 


GEM sport 


Away win consolidates 
Bridgend ‘Ath’ Seconds’ 
position at top of table 


HAVING lost all three previous encoun¬ 
ters between the two sides, the Athletic 
travelled to Bedwas expecting a really 
tough afternoon. 

Moreover, with a shortage of props through 
unavailability, veteran Adrian Kelly stepped into the 
breach alongside captain Nathan Holman and hook¬ 
er Lee Murphy. 

On the plus side, fly-half Tom Cole returned to 
replace Tom Parry and flanker Lloyd Evans stepped 
down from first team duty. 

Bedwas’ enormous pack set out their stall from 
the off with powerful driving play and a scrum that 
shunted the light Athletic eight off their own ball on 
numerous occasions. 

But it takes a wide variety of skills to make a good 
team and the Athletic backrow of Evans, Callum 
MacLeod and No. 8 Sean Derrick proved to be the 
difference between the sides as they harried their 
opponents mercilessly, and regularly turned over ball 
or forced penalties. 

In this they were ably supported by the admirable 
Harry Griffiths and Morgan Thomas in the second 
row, along with the front row trio. 

PEDANTIC 

Due to some pedantic and often over-zealous ref¬ 
ereeing, the match was a stop start affair, proving 
very frustrating for players and spectators alike, and 
as such was more suited to Bedwas’ attritional style. 

Despite the home team exerting early pressure it 
was the Athletic who drew first blood. 

Clean lineout ball reached Cole whose dummy 
sliced open the home defence. 

As the fly-half entered the 22 he found centre 


Bedwas Seconds 13 Bridgend 
Athletic Seconds 26 
WRU National 2nd XV League 
by MARK DAVIES 


Family fun... 

f l Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


Induction or 
improvement 

I £15 PER | 
LESSON 

I £42.50 lor 3 I 
£80.00 lor 6 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► All-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure . 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 
Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



Chris McGrath on his shoulder and he had enough 
strength to surge over for the try for Cole to convert. 

Not long after, as the forwards turned over 
Bedwas’ ball, Cole again counter-attacked. He beat 
the first line of defence and with Lloyd Pemberton 
outside him and only one defender to beat a second 
try looked certain - even from 60 metres out. 

But a deliberate slap down attracted only a penal¬ 
ty from the referee. 

Minutes later, the visitors earned a penalty fol¬ 
lowing Pemberton’s strong run when Bedwas delib¬ 
erately slowed down the ruck ball. Cole sent it over 
to give the Athletic a 10-point lead. 

Cole and his opposite number exchanged penal¬ 
ties before Bedwas had a period of sustained pres¬ 
sure - but without anything to show for it. 

When the Athletic once again counter-attacked, 
wing Jonny Nation kicked ahead and caught the full¬ 
back in possession on his own 22. 

In the battle for the ball Nation was penalised and 
harshly sin-binned. Nevertheless the visitors contin¬ 
ued to press, with young scrum-half Owain Evans 
growing in confidence behind a pack that was happy 
to quickly recycle ball to run at their opponents. 

KITCHEN SINK 

At the start of the second half, Bedwas threw the 
kitchen sink at the Ath, but every attack was repelled 
in a great defensive effort. 

Full back Mike Powell took any chance that came 
his way to counter-attack and was well supported by 
Evans and MacLeod on every occasion. 

From a lineout on half-way, Lloyd Evans surged 
into home territory. Holman was on hand to quickly 
recycle the ball to Cole, who once again broke the 
defensive line. 

McGrath was on his shoulder again to bustle over 
for a try that Cole converted. 

Cole and his opposite number again exchanged 
penalties while in between, McGrath earned the ref¬ 
eree’s displeasure once again in an offensive situa¬ 
tion and received 10 minutes’ rest for his trouble. 

A great run out of defence by Powell allowed the 
ball to reach Rod Davies. The powerful wing made 
50 metres by outpacing his man, then driving 
through tacklers to set up a ruck. 

The ball quickly reached mid-field under the 
Bedwas posts and, as the ball was won, a huge over¬ 
lap had been created on the right. 

Nevertheless tight-head prop and captain, Nathan 
Holman opted for the safe option and smartly 
dropped a goal to make the game safe. 

THIRD YELLOW CARD 

Bedwas powered back into the attack and as 
McGrath rejoined the fray Cole received his yellow 
card for infringing off-side; again in the opposition 
half! 

The home team managed a late consolation try but 
they had been out-fought and out-thought by the 
Bridgend Athletic team. 

This win consolidates the Athletic at the top of the 
league table but there are still some tough obstacles 
to overcome in the rest of their league programme. 


PENCOED RUGBY ROUNDUP 

Report by Terry Rees. Photographs by Julie Hancock 


Three wins out of four 
for Pencoed RFC sides 


PENCOED First XV made the short jour¬ 
ney to Bridgend Sports for a friendly, and 
with tries from Gary Money, skipper Ken 
Morris, and Tom Cross (Cross adding a 
conversion) they came away with a 17-10 
victory. 

The win was based on a good collective effort at 
forward, with centre Lloyd Ryland, and full back 
Jamie Williams also catching the eye of onlookers. 

On Saturday, the team are away at Taibach, and 
will look to be a little more clinical with chances cre¬ 
ated. 

The Second XV went down to a disappointing 
7-31 defeat to Nantymoel, the visitors out-playing a 
somewhat indifferent home side on the day. Dewi 
Jury scored the Pencoed try. 

This defeat now throws the Mid-Glamorgan, 
Division One title race wide open. On Saturday, the 
Second XV entertain Maesteg Harlequins in a key 
league match which will no doubt have a bearing on 
the championship outcome. 

The Youth progressed to the next round of the Cup 
with a hard earned 21-3 win over Nantymoel. Tries 




A maul develops in the Phoenix 
- Blaenau Gwent game. 


A Nantymoel attacker takes 
on a Pencoed Seconds defender. 

came from Ryan Rich, Ryan Russell, and Rhys 
Thomas, Thomas adding the three conversions, with 
Curtis Williams having a particularly good match. 

On Saturday the Youth host Bridgend Sports in 
the league. 

Phoenix won a very physical encounter against an 
experienced Blaenau Gwent side by 22-10. The pace 
of Phoenix out wide was the essential difference, 
with 50 metre-plus tries from Hannah Seward, and 
Phoenix Property Agents player of the match, Jo 
Poupon. 

Melissa Carey and Lauren Robson also got tries, 
Robson adding a conversion. Phoenix now break for 
the festive season, and return to League action on 
January 7 at Tylorstown. 

Phoenix under-15 girls play in a Blues organised 
tournament on Sunday at Cardiff HSOB. 


Pencoed under-15s notch 
another Ospreys Cup win 


PENCOED under- 
15s were welcomed 
to Aberavon Green 
Stars for their next 
Ospreys Cups 
game. 

Alex King was the 
first to score a try, con¬ 
verted it and soon after 
added a penalty. 

Green Stars where 
also awarded a penalty, 
which they kicked to 
make it 10-3 at half 
time. 

In the second half, 
Morgan Jefferies scored 
for Pencoed, again con¬ 
verted by Alex King, fol¬ 
lowed by a try from 
Aberavon Green Stars. 

Cole Lewis finished 
the game off with a try, 
converted by Alex, for a 
final score of 24-8 to 


Pencoed. 

Squad: Kristen 

Morgan, Jamie Dyer, 
Liam Bowen, Lloyd 
Webb, Jordan Fox, Alex 
King, Lewis Brennan, 
Rhys Brownsell, Daniel 
Maiden, Aled Bargery, 
Morgan Jefferies, Josh 
Maunders, James 
Merchant, Jac Briggs, 
Cole Lewis, Scott Ewing, 
Patrick Canham and 
Owain Clarke. 

CALDICOT 
FRIENDLY GAME 

Pencoed under-15s 
faced new rivals 
Caldicot on the week¬ 
end. The Pencoed pack 
battled hard and James 
Merchant was able to 
push his was through for 
a try. 

Caldicot came back 
with their own try, but it 


was closely followed by 
a second from James 
Merchant. 

Daniel Maiden also 
went over the try line 
twice for Pencoed, and to 
finish the half, Rhys 
Brownsell scored a try. 
Alex King converted 
three of the tries, leaving 
the score at 31-7 to 
Pencoed. 

The second half 
brought a try from 
Patrick Canham, and this 
was followed by one 
from Lewis Brennan. 

After an amazing run, 
Patrick Canham scored a 
second try. 

Caldicot fought back 
with a consolation try, 
which was converted, 
and the full time whistle 
was blown with the score 
at 46-14 to Pencoed. 


Squad: Jamie Dyer, 
Liam Bowen, Cole 
Lewis, Jab Briggs, 
James Merchant, Josh 
Maunder, Scott Ewing, 
Morgan Jefferies, Daniel 
Maiden, Rhys Brownsell, 
Morgan Jones, Alex 
King, Patrick Canham, 
Lewis Brennan and 
Jonathan Clatworthy. 
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